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Dumping of mattress and fridge is caught on camera 

FLY-TIPPERS GET 
£1.8k COURT BILL 


Report by David Cosgrove 


TWO fly-tippers who were 
caught red-handed on CCTV 
have each received a court bill 
of more than £1,800 as well as 
community orders. 

Mark Whiles, aged 36, of Oval Road, 
Tipton, and Jason Green, 43, of Lin¬ 
coln Road, West Bromwich, admitted 
two fly-tipping offences before Wol¬ 
verhampton magistrates. 

Alongside the financial penalties, each were 
given 12-month community orders and ordered 
to complete 110 hours of unpaid work. 

The court heard Green first dumped waste on 
January 27, 2016 at the rear of flats in Beacon- 
view Road, West Bromwich. He drove round the 
back and dumped a mattress and other rubbish 
in the communal bin store. 

When interviewed under caution, Green said 
he had picked up the waste from an old lady but 
was unable to provide her full name and details. 

On February 10 last year, Whiles and Green 
together dumped waste, again at the back of 
the same flats. Whiles drove his Vauxhall Vi- 
varo van containing the rubbish, and along 
with Green dumped large pieces of wood and 
bagged waste in the bin store which was caught 
on CCTV. 

Carried 

Later in the year. Whiles was seen fly-tipping 
at the side of flats in Holyhead Road, Wednes- 
bury, on August 20. 

The court heard he drove his van into one 
of the residents’ parking spaces and removed a 
refrigerator from the back of the vehicle. 

He carried this to the bin store area to the 
side of the flats, returned to his vehicle within 
minutes and then drove off. 

Whiles admitted being the driver of the vehi¬ 
cle at the time of the incident, said he had no 
recollection of depositing the refrigerator but 
provided no evidence against the allegation. 

He was given a 12-month community order, 
110 hours unpaid work, costs totalling £1,716, 
plus a victim surcharge of £85 at court on March 
2. Green was also given a 12-month community 
order and ordered to carry out 110 hours of un¬ 
paid work, as well as pay costs totalling £2,069 
and a victim surcharge of £60. 

Public health chief Councillor Preet Gill, said 
afterwards: “CCTV footage and a witness who 
was prepared to come forward meant we could 
bring these convictions. 

“I would also like to thank the council’s envi¬ 
ronmental health and legal officers for bringing 
these cases to court. We would urge people to 
report any incidents they see of fly-tipping to 
help us tackle this growing problem.” 


DAVE’S KEY TO SUCCESS AS ALBION FUNDRAISER 



Baggies manager Tony Pulis, Blind Dave and club captain Darren Fletcher at the Albion Foundation’s 25th anniversary dinner 


INSPIRATIONAL fundraiser Blind Dave 
Heeley has been awarded the Freedom of The 
Hawthorns in recognition of his extraordi¬ 
nary efforts on behalf of the Baggies and club 
charity the Albion Foundation. 

Head coach Tony Pulis and captain Darren 
Fletcher presented him with a symbolic key 
to the ground of his beloved Baggies at a sur¬ 
prise climax to the Foundation’s 25th anni¬ 
versary dinner. Members of the board, all of 
Pulis’s coaching staff, FA technical director 
Dan Ashworth, and club legends like Tony 
‘Bomber’ Brown and Brendon Batson were 


on hand to applaud the 59-year-old father of 
three from West Bromwich. 

Current players Chris Brunt, Jonny Evans, 
James Morrison, Gareth McAuley, Matt Phil¬ 
lips, Salomon Rondon, Jonathan Leko and 
Ben Foster also attended the awards. 

Pulis told the Express & Star: “I’ve been 
here for just over two years and when you 
come here you realise what a wonderful man 
he is. I’ve done a lot of stuff for my own char¬ 
ity just up the road, but Dave surpasses that 
by miles and miles and miles.” 

Fletcher added: “He’s one of the most in¬ 


spirational characters I’ve ever met.” The key 
guarantees Dave and his carer free passage 
to Albion games for the rest of his life and 
written on it in braille is an explanation from 
the club as to why they decided to grant him 
this unprecedented honour. The award was 
kept secret from the man who has run the 
equivalent of more than two laps of the Earth 
raising funds for the Foundation. 

Heeley was initially left speechless, but 
once he collected himself he responded: “It’s 
just fantastic. I could use stronger words but 
my kids are here!” 


CRIME 

Bungling robber’s 
appeal thrown out 

A BUNGLING robber who had to abandon 
£9,000 worth of cigarettes because the swag 
bag was too heavy has failed to convince 
judges his sentence was too tough. 

Reece Melvin Jones, aged 21, of Windsor 
Road, Tipton, took part in a botched raid on 
a 24-hour Asda store in Darlaston on De¬ 
cember 15, 2015. Jones and two others had 
their hoods up. One of the others carried a 
wrench, Mr Justice Fraser told London’s Ap¬ 
peal Court, and a security guard was threat¬ 
ened with the tool. The robbers put £9,000 
worth of cigarettes into a builder’s bag but 
it was so ‘full and heavy’ they could not get 
it through the doors and had to abandon it. 

A police chase ensued and officers had to 
use CS gas on Jones. Jones admitted rob¬ 
bery and got four years and six months in a 
young offenders institution at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court on July 8 last year. 

On Tuesday, lawyers argued his sentence 
was too tough. But Mr Justice Fraser dis¬ 
missed the appeal, citing the treatment of 
the guard and the resisting of arrest. 

WAR 

Library launch for 
poems collection 

A COLLECTION of poems and short sto¬ 
ries inspired by the Second World War 
will be launched at Oldbury Library. 

The anthology, called From Sunrise 
to Sunset, includes pieces penned by 
Oldbury writers and is based on different 
aspects of the war. It is being published 
by the Oldbury Writing Group, which de¬ 
cided to start writing the book together in 
2015, the year which marked the 70th an¬ 
niversary of the war’s end. The launch is 
on April 22 between 10.30am and 1pm. 

COUNCIL 

‘Keep off plea over 
parking on verges 

COUNCIL bosses have been urged to do 
more to protect grass verges in Sandwell. 

Great Barr and Yew Tree councillor Steve 
Melia said verges were being ruined by peo¬ 
ple parking their cars on them. Fie told a full 
council meeting: “It seems to me we are wil¬ 
fully destroying our green spaces. 

“I have been asking people not to park on 
them. The Yew Tree estate is a lovely area 
but we are losing our grass verges.” 


INSIDE 


NEW LOOK FOR 
UGHTWOODS 








t M M ^ M Ring Back: We dead ring you when 1 minute away 

search for County Cars search for County Cars gpc Tea * Back! We text yQUf ^ one when 1 minute away 




- 

Cwaty 


Pre-Book and Track Your Taxi from the APP U1 


^dependent on mileage 











































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 16, 2017 


2 CONTENTS 


RHODES 6 


LETTERS 

7 

MEMORY LANE 

12 

AREA FOCUS 

18 

TICKET 

23 

TV 

26 

PROPERTY 

31 

SPORT 

C0NTACTUS 

47-48 


EDITORIAL: 

Tel: 01384 353201/01384 353205 

E-mail: sandwell.chronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

SPORTS: 

Tel: 01902 319453 

E-mail: chron.sport@expressandstar.co.uk 
PHOTOGRAPHIC: Tel: 01902 319430 
E-mail: picturedesk@expressandstar.co.uk 
ADVERTISING: Nicola Cope 
Tel: 01902 319573 

E-mail: nicola.cope@expressandstar.co.uk 

PROPERTY: Colin Bailey 

Tel: 01902 313131 ext 3731 

E-mail: colin.bailey@expressandstar.co.uk 

MOTORING: Jayne LaHiffe 

Tel: 01543 465344 

E-mail: jayne.lahiffe@expressandstar.co.uk 
CLASSIFIED: 

Tel: 01902 317878 

E-mail: my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 
DISTRIBUTION: Paul Jones 
Tel: 01902 319990 

E-mail: p.jones@expressandstar.co.uk 

Sandwell gtf 

CHRONICLE 


51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Open Monday to Friday 9am-1 pm and 2pm-5pm 

www.yourchronicle.com 


DOM MSS YOU* 

Express A Star 


EVERYDAY 


use'll ON THE 
7^ BALL 
All your 
; 1 latest 
sports 
updates 


y 


JJl 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HASTILOW 

He always 
tackles the 
hot topics 
head-on 



Child cardiac study team's milestone 



Medical staff with Rayan-Ali 


A GROUND-BREAKING study at 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital has 
reached a key milestone - with the re¬ 
cruitment of its 1,000th patient. 

Five-month-old Rayan-Ali Adris 
from Smethwick, who is being treated 
by the hospital’s expert cardiac team 
for aortic stenosis - a condition that 
narrows the heart’s aortic valve, is the 
1,000th patient to take part in the pio¬ 
neering project. 

The Rapid (Real-Time Adaptive and 
Predictive Indicator of Deterioration) 
study, which kicked off in 2014, aims 
to save the lives of children and young 


people through a revolutionary wire¬ 
less monitoring platform. 

The sensors continuously collect 
data from patients on cardiac wards, 
such as heart rate, breathing rate and 
oxygen levels, to provide vital early 
warning signs of deterioration. 

The study was jointly funded by a 
£1.8 million grant from the Wellcome 
Trust and Department of Health. 

It uses hi-tech wireless sensors 
which are attached to the chest and 
ankle to measure vital signs processed 
in real-time - using a platform inspired 
from the world of Formula 1. Health 


chiefs said the technology ‘uses smart 
alarm systems, designed by mathema¬ 
ticians at Aston University, which will 
activate when the levels of individual 
patients deteriorate’. This means that 
signs normally recorded every one to 
four hours on paper charts could po¬ 
tentially become a thing of the past, 
with continuous individual monitoring 
giving more accurate information and 
helping lead to faster treatment. 

Rayan-Ali’s mother Neelam Bi, said: 
“I’m so pleased that Rayan-Ali was 
able to take part in the study. I think 
the wireless technology is great.” 


Eco-friendly machine 
set for crematorium 

A £300,000 machine to disinte¬ 
grate bodies using eco-friendly 
chemicals rather than flames 
will be installed at Rowley Regis 
Crematorium. 

Called the Resomator, it will be one 
of the first used in the UK, having al¬ 
ready started to revolutionise crema¬ 
torium services in America. 

The installation of the new cutting-edge 
system is the latest part of a £1.3 million re¬ 
vamp of the crematorium off Powke Lane, 
and will see the bodies of loved ones turned 
to ashes using water-based chemicals. 

The technology is said to speed up the 
cremation process while producing less 
harmful emissions. 

It works by placing a special wool coffin 
into the Resomation chamber, and then 
body tissues are rapidly broken down 
through hydrolysis in an alkaline solution, 
leaving pure white bone ash. This can be 
returned to bereaved families in an urn as 
it is following a traditional cremation. 

Emissions 

The process which takes on average 
three to four hours, is considered an eco- 
friendly alternative to traditional crema¬ 
tion because there are no emissions from 
the facility and the machinery is said to 
emit no significant noise. 

Sandwell Council’s planning officers 
have now approved the application for the 
Resomator, although the permit included 
a condition at the request of Severn Trent 
Water that satisfactory drainage is pro¬ 
vided. The device is produced in West York¬ 
shire, but so far only three are in operation 
in America. 

Resomation Ltd’s founder Sandy Sul¬ 
livan states: “Over 135 years ago flame 
cremation offered fundamental change in 
the way we approached human disposition 
and some serious convincing was required 
before it was fully accepted. 

“Resomation now offers a new, inno¬ 
vative yet dignified approach which uses 
significantly less energy and emits signif¬ 
icantly less greenhouse gasses than flame 
cremation and is another needed option.” 

The expansion to Rowley Regis crema¬ 
torium and chapel, which first opened in 
1962, saw its capacity double to 120 mourn¬ 
ers. 


Sanctuary award for town library 
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From left, Councillor Richard Marshall, cabinet member for leisure, Leonie Hart, Bearwood Action for Refugees, 
Julie McKirdy, Thimblemill Library supervisor and Councillor Steve Eling, Leader of Sandwell Council 


A SMETHWICK library has been 
named the the UK’s first ‘library 
of sanctuary’. Thimblemill Library 
has been recognised by the Bir¬ 
mingham City of Sanctuary move¬ 
ment for the work it does in wel¬ 
coming refugees and migrants into 
the local community. 

The library acts as a focal point 
for refugee support work in the 
local community including playing 
host to Bearwood Action for Refu¬ 
gees, a local voluntary group which 
raises money for refugees in Eu¬ 


rope and supports people seeking 
sanctuary in the local area. 

Thimblemill Library is also in¬ 
volved in a range of other local 
initiatives including - hosting 
fundraising events which raised 
more than £4,000 to support ref¬ 
ugees; running training courses 
in befriending refugees and about 
asylum issues; holding a series of 
monthly community lunches to 
welcome people seeking sanctuary 
in the local area. 

Other services organised by the 


library include English as a Second 
Language (ESOL) classes, health 
walks and community tea-and- 
toast sessions. 

Presenting the award, Sabir 
Zazai, chairman of City of Sanc¬ 
tuary said:”It’s great news that 
Sandwell is home to the UK’s first 
Library of Sanctuary. 

“The West Midlands has a proud 
history of welcoming refugees and 
much of that is down to the local 
volunteers bringing people seeking 
refuge into their communities.” 


More than 
65 missing 
persons are 
found dead 

MORE than 65 people reported as miss¬ 
ing across the West Midlands and Shrop¬ 
shire last year were eventually found 
dead, figures have revealed. 

A report from the National Crime 
Agency on missing persons data for 
2015-16 has revealed the figures, with 
police forces in Staffordshire, West Mid¬ 
lands, West Mercia and Dyfed-Powys 
dealing with thousands of cases of people 
going missing. 

In total, 9,835 people were recognised 
as missing by the forces over this time, 
with 2,338 classed as high-risk. 

Sixty eight people were found dead 
during this time, with West Midlands 
Police accounting for 31 of that figure. 

One of the most shocking figures from 
the report shows that over the last two 
years, the number of cases of children 
logged as missing by West Midlands Po¬ 
lice has risen by 74 per cent. 

According to the report, the reason 
for this large increase is currently being 
investigated. 

All areas have seen an increase in 
reports over the last two years, with 
reports of missing children going up by 
55 per cent in the area covered by Dy¬ 
fed-Powys police, 74 per cent in the West 
Midlands, 17 per cent in Staffordshire 
and 15 per cent in West Mercia. 

It was nearly the same with the num¬ 
ber of adult reports, which increased by 
11 per cent in Staffordshire, 18 per cent 
in West Mercia and 48 per cent in Dy¬ 
fed-Powys. 

However, West Midlands Police saw 
a five per cent decrease over that time. 

Music and mirth at 
Black Country night 

TWO performers are hosting a night of 
Black Country music and mirth next 
month. 

The Boonyeds, who are Billy Spake 
Mon and Bren Hawthorne, will be per¬ 
forming at Langley Pumphouse on April 
22 from 7.30pm. 

Music, songs and storytelling will 
showcase their slant on life during the 
show at the venue, in Engine Street, 
Langley. 

The Young and Old Mavericks show 
will also feature acts including Young 
James Broadfoot and Tipton’s own Miss¬ 
ing Ling. 

Tickets are £5 and can be reserved 
with Billy by emailing b.dakin@aston. 
ac.uk or texting 07514 824845 with a 
name and number to pay on the night. 

Family show for top 
symphony orchestra 

THE City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra is to perform a family concert 
in Birmingham this spring. 

Peter, Rita and The Wolf is at Sym¬ 
phony Hall on May 14 from 2.30pm. call 
0121 780 3333 or visit www.thsh.co.uk/ 
event/peter-rita-and-the-wolf for details. 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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HOME VISITS 
AVAILABLE 



We offer a complete repair service 
for all uPVC, Timber & Aluminium Windows, 
Doors & Conservatories 
Call now for your FREE quote 



01922 648732 
07412 766665 


www.Elite-Property-Services.co.uk 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
tfel: 0 1902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 




Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 




















































































Plan lodged 
for homes 
on site of 
flats block 

PLANS to build 50 council homes on 
the site of a former tower block have 
been submitted. 

Sandwell Council wants to create 
more housing on land off Carisbrooke 
Crescent, Wednesbury. The develop¬ 
ment would be a mixture of homes 
and apartments. It forms part of the 
authority’s plan to identify disused 
land where new housing can be built. 

The council-owned land was pre¬ 
viously home to the high-rise block 
Carisbrooke House and a maisonette 
block which were demolished. The 
two-and-a-half acre site has been hit 
by fly-tipping and the council will 
have to spend around £7,500 to re¬ 
move the dumped rubbish. 

Under the plans, a total of 28 
two-bedroom houses, 15 three-bed- 
room houses, three four-bedroom 
houses and four two-bedroom apart¬ 
ments would be created on the site. 

Sandwell’s housing boss Councillor 
Kerrie Carmichael visited the site of 
the proposed development with West 
Bromwich East MP and Labour dep¬ 
uty leader Tom Watson last week. 

Councillor Carmichael said: “This 
proposal is part of the council’s ongo¬ 
ing new-build programme where we 
are identifying surplus plots of land 
and building new council homes.” 

Mr Watson said: “It’s great to see 
another new council housing develop¬ 
ment in the pipeline.” 

Ex-worker Ruth's 
100th at Cadbury 

A FORMER Cadbury employee and 
chocolate lover has celebrated her 
100th birthday at Cadbury World. 

Ruth Gwendoline Peachy cele¬ 
brated the mile¬ 
stone birthday 
at the brand’s 
Bourn ville-based 
visitor attraction 
in Birmingham. 

Mrs Peachy, 
from Kings Nor¬ 
ton, started work¬ 
ing for Cadbury 
as a Day Worker 
in the Bournville 
factory in 1947 when she was aged 30. 

Mrs Peachy said: “Visiting Cad¬ 
bury World really brought back some 
fond memories of my time working at 
the Bournville factory, especially the 
smell of chocolate.” She left Cadbury 
in 1962 at the age of 45 to get mar¬ 
ried. 

Steve Gibbons 
gig due at Robin 

ROCK’N’ROLL veteran Steve Gib¬ 
bons will be performing material from 
the last four decades next month. 

The 75-year-old will be appearing 
at Robin 2 in Mount Pleasant on 
Thursday, April 13. Advance tickets 
at £12.50 can be bought on 01902 
401211 or booked at therobin.co.uk. 



Ruth Peachy, 100 


'Exciting year' ahead for Black Country 



From left, Sarah Middleton, Andy Cox, 
Peter Lowe, David Roberts, Sameena Ali- 
Khan, Stewart Towe and Tom Westley 


THE Black Country was hailed as ‘a 
fantastic place to do business’ as the 
region’s Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ship (LEP) met to review progress 
over the last year. 

In June last year David Roberts led 
a £10 million takeover of West Bro¬ 
mwich alloy wheels manufacturing 
Rimstock. Now chairman of the com¬ 
pany, he told an audience of nearly 
300 at the annual meeting of the 
Black Country LEP that the company 
would grow from £16m sales this year 
to £70m by 2021 as it became the key 
wheel supplier to firms like Jaguar 


Land Rover, McLaren, Aston Mar¬ 
tin, Bentley and Morgan. He said the 
firm’s base in the Black Country, at 
the heart of the UK’s automotive in¬ 
dustry, was key to his decision to buy 
it and use Rimstock as the ‘catalyst’ 
for his vision of it becoming the UK’s 
leading wheel manufacturer. 

And he praised Sandwell Council 
and the Black Country LEP for their 
support as the firm expanded into 
110,000 sq ft of space as part of plans 
that will see it double its 200-strong 
workforce over the next two years. 

Earlier in the meeting, Black Coun¬ 


try LEP chairman Stewart Towe 
- head of Smethwick’s Hadley Indus¬ 
tries group - said the region faced an 
‘exciting’ year, with the upcoming 
elections for a West Midlands Mayor 
and a string of major development 
projects. 

He said the LEP now had one of 
the best records in the country for its 
ability to deliver successful projects, 
and said this was due to its ability 
to encourage collaboration between 
the public and private sectors. As a 
result, the Black Country “has a voice 
at the top table,” he said. 


GP surgeries merger to 
serve 12,000 patients 


A £3.6 million doctors’ surgery 
merging the services currently pro¬ 
vided by three different practices in 
Great Barr has been approved by 
commissioners. 

The lead GP at one of the practices in 
Great Barr says that he hopes the first 
brick will be in the ground by Septem¬ 
ber this year after the project gained the 
approval of the Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG). 

The new combined surgery will see Park- 
house Surgery, Pages Lane Surgery and Sun¬ 
dial Lane Surgery merge, in order to provide 
a purpose-built centre catering for 12,000 pa¬ 
tients. 

It has also been revealed that the Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust 
are looking to have an outpatient clinic at the 
new medical centre. 

In addition the new practice will provide a 
base for district nurses. 

Purchase 

The three-storey centre is to be built on a 
site off Whitecrest, near the junction with 
Queslett Road, on land currently owned by 
Sandwell Council. 

Now funding has been approved from the 
CCG, the purchase of the land from the council 
can proceed. 

Senior partner at Newton Road-based Park- 
house Surgery, Dr Pri Hallan, said: “The CCG 
has approved the funding. It’s been a five to 
six year process, so we are very pleased to be 
at this stage. 

“We should have the first brick in the ground 
this year, and I am hoping by September.” 

“This will be a purpose-built building. 

“One of the other surgeries has developed 
out of a house, so this will be much better for 
patients. 

Dr Hallan added: “Parking outside my sur¬ 
gery is a problem, and there will be a car park 
with 50 spaces.” 

The GP practices currently have a total of 
over more than 11,000 registered patients, and 
public consultations were held last year over 
the proposals. 

The CCG said that despite the merger pa¬ 
tients will remain with their current GP. 


Cake firm con-woman locked up 


A ‘CALLOUS and dishonest’ 
pregnant mother-of-two has been 
jailed for three years after bring¬ 
ing misery to brides nationwide. 

Former nurse Lisa Holt tricked 
customers into paying her over 
£100,000 for catering packages 
that never arrived at wedding 
receptions and birthday parties. 
Over 700 people were left out of 
pocket when the online business 
went bust in the summer of 2015. 

The 41-year-old’s mechanic hus¬ 
band Ryan, also 41, who illegally 
raked in £57,000 while helping to 
run Bake A Cake, their fraudulent 
business, had his prison sentence 
set at just nine months for the 
sake of their children. 

Judge Barry Berlin told her at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court: 
“You are a callous and dishonest 
woman who, rather than robbing 
Peter to pay Paul, as you suggest, 
was robbing Peter and Paul to pay 
yourself without conscience for 
the misery you caused.” 

Mr Mark Jackson, prosecuting, 
said: “Over and over again, when 
customers paid for services noth¬ 
ing was provided. People had im¬ 
portant events ruined.” 

She continued to take bookings 
after it was obvious there was no 
chance of performing the services 
, the court heard. 

Her husband siphoned the tak¬ 
ings through his bank account, 
either spending the cash or trans¬ 
ferred it into his wife’s account. 

Lisa Holt, who lived with her 
husband in Albert Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, also conned over £45,000 
out of internet giant Wowcher 
and made a fake £6,500 insur¬ 
ance claim. She pleaded guilty 
to participating in a fraudulent 
business, defrauding Wowcher 
and making a false claim while he 
Jailed - Lisa Holt who ran the fraudulent business Bake a Cake admitted money laundering. 
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Joining the dots 
with Dalmatians 

WHILE it may only be March, tickets 
have now gone on sale for a festive 
take on a famous Disney film. The 
Hundred And One Dalmatians will 
be at Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
from November 30 to January 13. 

Director Tessa Walker said: “I’m 
delighted to bring to life the magic of 
The Hundred And One Dalmatians 
this Christmas in our unforgettable 
production, which features wonderful 
puppets and new music.” Tickets are 
available by calling 0121 236 4455 or 
by via www.birmingham-rep.co.uk. 

x Factor's Fleur 
at fundraiser 

STARS including X Factor finalist 
Fleur East entertained revellers at 
the 18th annual ball in memory of 
West Midlands schoolboy Joseph 
Foote, who died of a brain tumour at 
the age of nine. The event, held at the 
Hilton Metropole Hotel in Birming¬ 
ham, has become a regular fixture in 
the region’s calendar. 

This year more than 650 people at¬ 
tended the ball, which included slots 
from comedian Brian Conley and West 
End singers showcasing Les Misera- 
bles. It raised more than £267,000 for 
The Brain Tumour Charity. 

Motorcyclist dies 
in barrier crash 

A MOTORCYCLIST died after a colli¬ 
sion with a barrier in the early hours. 
West Midlands Ambulance Service 
was called to the junction of Dart¬ 
mouth Middleway and Aston Circus 
in Birmingham on Friday at 4.15am. 

A spokesman said: “Crews arrived 
to find a motorcyclist, a man, in car¬ 
diac arrest following a single vehicle 
collision. However, sadly it soon be¬ 
came apparent that nothing could be 
done to save the man and he was con¬ 
firmed dead at the scene.” 

Spotlight on life 
of botanist queen 

QUEEN Charlotte, wife of King 
George III, will come under the spot¬ 
light at next Tuesday’s meeting of the 
West Bromwich Institute. 

Historical expert, Dr Javad 
Hashemi, will be exploring the life of 
this inspiring lady who had to cope 
with her husband’s bouts of illness 
and insanity while remaining an im¬ 
portant public figure, and a keen ama¬ 
teur botanist. The talk commences at 
7.30pm, at the West Bromwich Cen¬ 
tral Library, price £3. 

£45k plants found 

OFFICERS discovered around 
£45,000 worth of cannabis plants at 
a property in Great Barr. Police had 
been called out to the address on 
Gorse Farm Road for another matter, 
when they discovered the cannabis 
factory at around 9pm last Wednes¬ 
day. Around 100 plants were found 
growing in three rooms at the address. 


G.D. MEMORIALS! Halesowen Fireplaces I KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £699 in J VAT 

Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


| 




FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 


AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 S3 Sok, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

0 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(6) Quality products at realistic prices 


lOEBL 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 16, 2017 













































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 16, 2017 


4 


Finishing touches for site’s £5.2m restoration 






_ 



Outside the front of the mansion house The Surestart room, with it’s glass panels James King, of Great Barr, seen at work 

Lightwoods' glorious 
past brought to life 



The councillors seen in the plush new cafe area Art left from the previous glass makers The community room with its fireplace 


COUNTY NEWS 

2,000 abusive calls 
made to 999 staff 

HARSHER penalties need to be 
brought in to protect ambulance con¬ 
trol room workers from abusive call¬ 
ers, union chiefs have said. 

It comes after figures revealed call 
handlers with West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance Service received almost 2,000 
abusive calls between 2013 and 2016. 

Figures revealed hundreds of ver¬ 
bal attacks across the country in the 
past three years including threats to 
kill, and racist and sexual slurs. The 
union Unison has now urged the Gov¬ 
ernment to bring in tougher punish¬ 
ments to deter abusive callers. 

Apprenticeships 
route for pupils 

TWO thirds of pupils in the West Mid¬ 
lands aged between 16 and 18 say they 
will consider an apprenticeship after 
leaving school as a route into employ¬ 
ment. The figures have been released 
in a study from the Association of Ac¬ 
counting Technicians (ATT). 

The survey showed 47 per cent of 
16-30-year-olds in the region think an 
apprenticeship could fast track their 
careers over university. 

In hindsight, more than two thirds, 
68 per cent, of degree holders in the 
region would now consider an alterna¬ 
tive route into employment. 

Funds boost for 
community help 

STAFFORDSHIRE is set to benefit 
from a multi-million pound fund to 
increase the number of community 
organisers - who help to build rela¬ 
tionships and networks in commu¬ 
nities to create social and political 
change through collective action. 

County council communities chief 
Gill Heath, said: “It’s really exciting 
news that we are going to see even 
more community organisers. We want 
Staffordshire to be a great place to 
live, with strong and resilient commu¬ 
nities that work for everyone.” Find 
out more at www.corganisers.org.uk 

JLR boss calls for 
free and fair trade 

THE chief executive of Jaguar Land 
Rover says the business will continue 
to need Tree and fair trade’ with Eu¬ 
rope following Brexit. Speaking at the 
Geneva Motor Show, Dr Ralf Speth 
said Europe was the most important 
market for JLR as it sells 120,000 cars 
a year in Europe, which also supplied 
essential components. 

JLR, with its engine manufacturing 
centre at Wolverhampton, unveiled its 
revolutionary Range Rover Velar and 
Jaguar I-PACE Concept electric car. 

Ians at the double 

A SINGER/SONGWRITER from Kid¬ 
derminster is supporting singer Ian 
McCulloch at the Robin 2 in Bilston. 

The Echo and the Bunnyman front¬ 
man has a solo concert in the club on 
May 9. Ian Passey, who records and 
performs as The Humdrum Express, 
will be playing before him. 


IT was feared it could be lost 
forever but now the finishing 
touches are being put to the 
£5.2million restoration of a 
grade ll-listed house and 
park. 

Just over two years ago, a 
long-awaited project to bring 
Lightwoods House in Smethwick 
to life got under way. 

The 16-acre park in which the 
house has stood since 1791, has also 
been getting a facelift so it can be 
widely used by the community. 

The house itself has been trans¬ 
formed, from the reclaimed slate-tiled 
roof to the new oak flooring on the 
ground floor with many period fea¬ 
tures restored. Project contractors 
Heritage Building and Conservation 
were last week in the final stages of 


Report by David Banner 

decorating, carpeting and carpentry 
and it is expected that the house will 
re-open in the summer. 

On the ground floor, there is a new 
tea room with a seating area which 
will extend on to the terrace during 
the summer months. An annexe has 
been constructed on one side of the 
house using the former stable block 
and has been designed to mirror the 
opposite end of the property. 

Preserved 

On the second floor is the grand 
‘long room’ which will be the main 
events room and used for functions 
such as weddings as well as confer¬ 
ences and exhibitions. While the 
second floor has been converted into 
office space and will be let out to dif¬ 


ferent businesses. Around the house, 
little bits of its past has been pre¬ 
served. These include original decora¬ 
tive ceiling cornices found in some of 
the rooms. Although it was not possi¬ 
ble to save all of them due to dry rot, 
the original pieces that have survived 
have been replicated with the help of 
students from Sandwell College. 

William Morris wallpaper was un¬ 
covered in the master bedroom when 
they stripped back the ceiling. This 
will remain on show thanks to a glass 
panel. While former safe room with 
a heavy steel door has also been pre¬ 
served. 

Elsewhere stencil designs, from the 
time when the house was occupied by 
stained glass artists John Hardman & 
Co Ltd, have also been saved. 

It’s believed these were done by an 
apprentice who was testing out his de¬ 
signs on the wall. The park has also 


undergone a transformation including 
the renovation of the 19th century 
bandstand and the Shakespeare Gar¬ 
den. There is also a new play area that 
opened in December 2015. 

Sandwell Council leader Councillor 
Steve Eling said: “We look forward to 
the house opening this summer. This 
will give everyone the chance to enjoy, 
learn about and become involved in 
the park and house,” he added. 

As the restoration draws to a close, 
the project team is on the hunt for for¬ 
gotten old photographs of the park or 
house to help with a display to inform 
visitors of the heritage and social his¬ 
tory of the site. 

Anyone with photographs taken at 
Lightwoods can upload them onto the 
Facebook group page www.facebook. 
com/LightwoodsParkandHouse or call 
community engagement officer Julia 
Morris on 0121 569 4740. 


NIP warns 
over trade 
deal with 
Brexit bid 

A SANDWELL MP has cast doubt on 
the Government’s ability to secure a 
new Brexit trade deal after a historic 
night in Parliament. Labour’s Warley 
MP John Spellar said it was ‘beyond 
belief that Theresa May would con¬ 
sider the possibility of leaving the EU 
without a new deal in place. 

He said it was ‘deeply concerning’ 
that some cabinet ministers, Boris 
Johnson among them, had argued 
that the UK’s economy would not suf¬ 
fer if it left without a deal. His com¬ 
ments came as MPs voted on the final 
stages of the EU Withdrawal Bill in 
the Commons on Monday. 

Mr Spellar said: “This Government 
has shown themselves to be pretty in¬ 
competent and there is real concern 
that they can come out of the negotia¬ 
tions with a sensible deal on the table. 

“I am not sure they have the 
strength or the mindset to pull it off. 
Boris Johnson seems to think it is fine 
to have no deal, but he has never been 
one for the details. It is right that MPs 
honour what the people voted for but 
we simply have to get the very best 
deal available once Brexit is a reality.” 

Mr Johnson has said the UK econ¬ 
omy would be ‘perfectly ok’ if Britain 
left the EU with no deal in place. 

However, business leaders have 
contradicted the view, with CBI 
head Carolyn Fairbairn saying the 
move would be ‘a recipe for chaos on 
a number of fronts’. Theresa May is 
expected to trigger Article 50, which 
formally starts the Brexit process, by 

Free swimming 
to be extended 

COUNCIL chiefs are set to extend a 
free swimming scheme. 

Councillors are expected to approve 
continuing the free swimming ses¬ 
sions for Sandwell residents aged 60 
and over and children under 16 at a 
meeting next week. It was launched 
in the borough in June 2013 and since 
then 6,366 adults and 23,129 young 
people have become members. 

Since April 2015 - when the scheme 
was extended for a further two years 
- 64,557 swims have been recorded 
for under 16s and 107,471 swims by 
residents aged over 60. 

Free swimming has been available 
at Haden Hill Leisure Centre, Langley 
Swimming Centre, Smethwick Swim¬ 
ming Centre, Tipton Leisure Centre, 
Wednesbury Leisure Centre and West 
Bromwich Leisure Centre. 

Four hobby shows 
in one at NEC 

THERE are four hobby shows for the 
price of one at the Birmingham Na¬ 
tional Exhibition Centre from today, 
Thursday to Sunday. 

Sewing for Pleasure, Fashion and 
Embroidery, Hobby Crafts and Cake 
International will run from 9.30am 
to 5.30am Thursday to Saturday and 
9.30am to 5pm on the Sunday. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 
ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564 

24 HOUR SERVICE 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wil 



Only £90.00 (no VAT to pa; 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to 

A home visit at a convenient th 

For information and appointmem call 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and GuardiapshijjTmsts 

Members of the 

Goodwills 



BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 
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Discounted 
travel under 
fire for not 
being fare 

ANGRY councillors have hit out at 
a new bus fare discount -as it is not 
on offer to thousands of Black Coun¬ 
try residents. National Express has 
launched the Sandwell and Dudley 
ticket, which allows people to buy a 
day ticket for £3 rather than £4.60 to 
travel around parts of the region. 

However, the boundaries of the 
offer do not stretch beyond the M5, 
meaning a large part of Sandwell, 
including Langley and Smethwick, is 
missing out. People taking advantage 
of the offer can save almost £5 a week 
on bus travel and £14.50 for a four- 
week pass. In addition, Bilston and 
Darlaston, which are not in Dudley or 
Sandwell, have been included, to the 
ire of Sandwell councillors. 

It means anyone living or wanting 
to travel outside the zone must pay 
the full amount. The discount offer 
has been brought in to try and en¬ 
courage travel between Black Country 
towns and in readiness for 18 months 
of roadworks on the M5. 

Transport chiefs hope more people 
will turn to using buses during major 
repairs between junctions one for 
West Bromwich and two for Oldbury. 

Councillor Paul Sandars said: 
“Langley, Bearwood and Smethwick 
are all outside the Sandwell and Dud¬ 
ley ticket zone. If you have a ticket 
zone called Sandwell and Dudley it 
is such a shame around a third of 
Sandwell is not in there.” 

Under the offer, a weekly ticket 
costs £11 rather than the usual £15.70 
and a four-week ticket can be bought 
for £40, down from £54.40. 

Spellar hits out 
at claims by PM 

BLACK Country MP John Spellar re¬ 
acted angrily to Theresa May’s com¬ 
ments at Prime Minister’s Questions 
that “the Home Office is getting more 
efficient”. 

Mr Spellar said: “Theresa May 
clearly hasn’t got a clue what is going 
on in her former Department - not 
that she had much of a clue when she 
was in post. 

Hundreds, if not thousands, of my 
constituents face misery as a result of 
the delays and administrative incom¬ 
petence of the Home Office. 

“Illegal immigrants and foreign 
criminals are not being deported, in¬ 
stead genuine migrants seeking to 
enter the UK legally are being forced 
to unnecessarily jump through admin¬ 
istrative hoops, and their families.” 

Indian tops the 
list of takeaways 

THE most popular food ordered as a 
takeaway meal in the West Midlands 
is Indian, according to a survey by 
Paymentsense of 2,000 people. 

In second place is Chinese, and 
pizza third. 


be Cellar dweller in thriller 


James to 



Actor James Bradley has won a film role 


A 22-YEAR-OLD theatre student 
from Oldbury has landed a starring 
role in a new film. Following appear¬ 
ances in TV show Doctors and other 
feature films, James Bradley is now 
set to take on a key part in a psycho¬ 
logical thriller from Kevin McDonagh. 

The Birmingham-based director is 
best-known for films Lycanthropy, 
Idol of Evil and Enter the Cage. 

His latest work, Cellar Whispers, 
will see the Oldbury actor play the 
mentally-challenged son of a woman 
struggling to survive after the disap¬ 
pearance of her husband. James said: 


“I will portray an illiterate farm boy. 
I originally met up with the writer 
Sheila Evans and her husband Bill 
back in July 2016, originally audition¬ 
ing for a short film she was producing 
at the time.” 

“She said she was impressed by my 
mysterious personality and humble¬ 
ness, and then it just all happened so 
quickly and I was immediately cast.” 

Dedicated to his new role, James 
has taken extreme steps to get into 
character. He added: “I started to live 
as him. I wanted to create the feeling 
of neglect and being misunderstood. I 


would visit my partner’s family home 
in Sheffield and I would spend about 
two hours maximum in their cellar to 
get a feel of what it is like to be iso¬ 
lated. I also lost weight to make my¬ 
self look more vulnerable.” 

James’ talent was recognised while 
at St Michael’s C of E High School, 
Rowley Regis, where after achieving 
A* in GCSE Drama he studied acting 
and music at Halesowen College. He 
is now in his first year of studying the¬ 
atre and performance practice at the 
University of Salford, and will begin 
shooting Cellar Whispers in Easter. 


£400,000 paid out as 

bus lane fines come in 


MORE than £400,000 has been paid 
out in fines in just three months by 
drivers caught cutting through a 
bus zone in West Bromwich town 
centre. 

Nearly 30,000 motorists have been 
clocked by cameras since they went live 
in December. 

Despite signs going up warning motorists 
they face fines if they drive through the pedes¬ 
trianised zone in New Street, thousands have 
continued to do so. 

Council bosses said they were hopeful the 
message would get across to drivers.The cam¬ 
eras were switched on in December following a 
two-week grace period and have seen £436,955 
raised in fines in the first three months. 

A total of 29,187 penalty charge notices have 
been dished out. Drivers who cut through the 
bus lane, outside New Square shopping centre 
and Sandwell College’s Sixth Form Centre, face 
fines of up to £90. 

Only buses, Hackney carriage taxis and cy¬ 
clists are allowed to pass through. Initial fines 
are £60, but if paid within 14 days the total will 
be reduced to £30. 

Restrictions 

After 14 days it will stay at £60 and if it has 
still not been paid within 28 days it will rise to 
£90. A total of 12,579 fines have been issued, 
with another 2,600 ready to be sent out. Coun¬ 
cil chiefs were driven to act after tens of thou¬ 
sands of drivers ignored restrictions, said to be 
holding up buses. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling said he 
hoped those who have been fined had learned 
their lesson. He said: “To date the council has 
received £436,955 from penalty charge notices 
in West Bromwich. 

“We would much rather drivers follow the 
rules and not receive a penalty but if you con¬ 
travene a rule while driving in a bus lane, or 
driving while on your mobile phone or speeding 
then you should expect to receive a penalty if 
caught, it really is that simple.” 

It came after 6,803 warning notices were 
sent out after the cameras went live on Novem¬ 
ber 21. These drivers were not fined as council 
bosses agreed to give them a second chance 
during the first fortnight the cameras were up. 

Sandwell’s highways boss Councillor David 
Hosell said cameras had been put up as a last 
resort after signs warning drivers not to flout 
the rules had little effect. 


Victim’s mother backs seatbelts 



Sukhi Atwar talks to driver Mark Lucas, who was spoken to by police for not wearing a seatbelt in Pelsall 


THE mother of a 12-year-old boy who 
died when he was thrown from a car 
in a collision, has joined police to urge 
drivers and passengers to wear seat- 
belts. Amar Atwal was in the back of a 
relative’s car when it was hit by a taxi 
in West Bromwich in May 2015. 

The youngster died from serious 
head injuries after being thrown from 
the vehicle because he was not wearing 
a seatbelt at the time. 

His mother, Sukhi Atwal, joined 
traffic safety officers as part of a week- 
long crackdown, catching motorists not 
wearing seatbelts as they passed Pel¬ 
sall Common. Offenders face a fine of 


up to £100. Mrs Atwal, 50, from Great 
Barr, said: “No other parent or family 
should go through that pain of losing 
their loved one like we have. If he had 
been wearing a seatbelt he would have 
been here.” 

The cab driver caused the collision 
after shooting across a give-way junc¬ 
tion and was jailed for six years for 
causing death by dangerous driving. 

Caught not buckled up was 53-year- 
old Mark Lucas, who said: “I was just 
running to the shop to get something, 
and I just whipped my seatbelt off 
quickly. I think it’s shocking for the 
lady who’s lost her son. It’s terrible.” 



Tragedy - Amar Atwal 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Leader's concerns 
at academy rating 

A COUNCIL leader has said he is 
concerned over the performance of an 
academy which has once again been 
rated as ‘inadequate’ by Ofsted. 

The Ace Academy in Tipton was 
given the lowest-possible rating by the 
education watchdog which flagged up 
concerns about weak teaching, wide¬ 
spread bullying and low attendance. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve Eling 
said: “Parents would be right to be 
concerned. This is a classic example of 
what is wrong with the Government’s 
policy and the Secretary of State for 
education should also be concerned.” 

Warning after 
car hits bus stop 

A CAR smashed into a bus stop after 
leaving a road in the Black Country. 
The car ended up with its back end on 
the pavement after wiping out the bus 
stop in West Bromwich last Tuesday. 

Fire chiefs said it was fortunate no- 
one was waiting for a bus and warned 
drivers to take care on wet roads. 

Glass was left scattered over the 
pavement and road and the bus shel¬ 
ter collapsed on top of the car. 

Haden Cross Fire Station said on 
Twitter: “Drive carefully, the roads 
are wet. Luckily no-one standing in 
this bus stop.” 

Train station car 
park to expand 

THE car park at Tipton train station 
will more than double in size after 
expansion plans were given the green 
light. More than 100 new spaces will 
be created to provide more room for 
commuters and shoppers. 

Transport chiefs have been desper¬ 
ate to increase the capacity of the car 
park at the station, off Owen Street. 

A survey found it is full by 8.20am 
on most days. 

Work is expected to start over the 
next few months. 

Youngsters in health 
for life celebration 

PUPILS from 30 primary and sec¬ 
ondary schools across Birmingham 
are jumping for joy after picking up a 
Health for Life award at a celebration 
event in the city’s Council House. 

More than 180 pupils and teachers 
were joined by the Lord Mayor of Bir¬ 
mingham, Councillor Carl Rice, and 
Dr Dennis Wilkes, assistant director 
of Public Health at Birmingham City 
Council, to celebrate the achievements 
they made as part of the Health for 
Life programme. 

Doreen back with show 

BLACK Country comedian Doreen 
Tipton will return to the stage with 
her new show. Following a record 
sell-out two nights of Doreen’s Grand 
Night Out in 2016, the comedian is 
back at Wolverhampton Grand Thea¬ 
tre with her new show Doreen: Rise 
of The Yam Yam on October 22. Tick¬ 
ets can be bought by calling 01902 
429212. 




GOLL PRICES THE 
HIGHEST DM YEARS 

9ct Gold £11.00 j Full Sovereign 
18ct Gold £22.00! £225 
22ct Gold £26.88 j Full Kruggerand 

(price as of 14.3.17) j 


Bes t rates and pay no comm ission on all foreign c urrency 

euros ^ ci&Qgmag/—TT 

K A We sell £1 = 1.112 We sell £1 = 1.183 \ 

m j We buy £1 = 1.21 We buy £1 = 1.28 


We buy £1 


We sell £1 = 1.183 
We buy £1 = 1.28 ■ 

Price Paid 14.3.17 


Gold & Silver Jewellery -k Watches 
Diamond Rings Pre-Owned Rolex’s 
Jewellery Repair & Cleaning Services 
Replace Missing Diamonds * Watch Sei 

SELL 


8 

WtORSOtAtt ^ J y J J 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WSlO 7AY 

\ iBlhll |ill rfl— mill Tel: 0121 556 6868 

>■ 1 ~J U www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


Affordable 

Windows 


Affordable windows, doors 
and conservatories 


Windows 12 x 12 


Conservatories 3x3 



French Doors 
from £649 


www.wohrei1iamptonwindows.co.uk I Call now 07710 434223 / 01902 827879 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Call me a 
cynic but 
this doesn’t 
seem smart 

LAUNCHING the Government’s 
much-vaunted “Midlands Engine” in 
Dudley , Chancellor Philip Hammond said 
one of the region’s key strengths was that 
92 per cent of the UK’s population could 
get to the Midlands within four hours. 

Given that he has defined the Midlands 
as everywhere from Grimsby to the Welsh 
border, that probably doesn’t come as 
too much of a surprise. 

So why did he choose to launch the 
project in Dudley? Was it to announce a 
multi-billion rail connection between the 
town and HS2? A huge retail develop¬ 
ment to revive the dying town centre? A 
new media city to rival the one at Salford? 

Er, not exactly. He said a “smart ticket” 
system would operate on the railways by 
2018, which is great news considering 
Dudley doesn’t actually have a rail ser¬ 
vice. 

He also said there would be more 
“smart motorways”. Call me a cynic, but 
anything “smart” in the title is usually a 
euphemism for “doesn’t work.” 

Like the “smart gas meters” which 
have just been found to have given incor¬ 
rect readings, or the “smart televisions” 
which have been hacked by the security 
services. 

Mr Hammond announced an invest¬ 
ment of £25 million investment to reduce 
traffic congestion in the Black Country, 
which sounds a lot. Until you compare 
it to the £10 million which is being com¬ 
mitted to upgrading the railway station at 
Birmingham University, or another £10 
million on upgrading Symphony Hall. 

Same old story there then. And how 
will the £25 million be used? 

“The funding will provide improved 
access to employment sites and create 
a safe environment for people to walk or 
cycle,” said the report. 

It might be called the Midlands Engine. 
But for those of us in the Black Country, 
it looks like we will still have to pedal our¬ 
selves. 

□ □□ 

MIND you, chairman of the Black Coun¬ 
try Local Enterprise Partnership says the 
Midlands Engine will help “change the 
face” of the Black Country. 

Stewart Towe said: “New build special¬ 
ist training facilities to support hands-on 
skills development, new homes for our 
residents and investment in infrastructure 
will connect all these fantastic people.” 

I’ve no idea what that means, but I pre¬ 
sume it’s positive. 

□ □□ 

THAT said, the Chancellor can’t really 
win, can he? For years the Government 
has been berated for savage cuts, no 
money for public services. So last week 
he announced a tax rise, and sparked a 
mutiny. 

It’s the old age story. Everybody wants 
more investment in public services. As 
long as somebody else foots the bill. 


Labour leader is yet another out-of-touch politician 



Jeremy Corbyn - who may not be getting 
the full picture when it comes to his support 


No funny business - Lenny Henry gets ser¬ 
ious in the latest series of Broadchurch 


Eye-opener - A Radio 4 interview with Lord Fal¬ 
coner is illuminating for all the wrong reasons 


Corbyn’s delusion 
matches Thatcher’s 


HUMOUR is a strange thing. It seems to work 
best when someone else comes a cropper, es¬ 
pecially if that person is in a position of author¬ 
ity, and a delicate part of the body is involved. 
A North Country accent helps, too. This week, 
a police inspector in Burnley is reported to be 
recovering after being bitten on the bottom by 
his own police dog. Sniggering yet? 

IF you ever doubted the need for more gram¬ 
mar schools, as proposed this week, look no 
further than Google where you will find thou¬ 
sands of references to “grammer school” in¬ 
cluding this query from a lady on Mumsnet: 
“ Would my dyslexic child thrive at grammer 
school?” Proberbably. 

FOR the second time since they were issued, 
I have discovered a lost £5 note in a pocket. I 
can only conclude that a) the new fiver is thin¬ 
ner than the old one and easier to miss, or b) 
subconsciously we regard anything plastic as 
worthless. 

THE most I have ever found in a long-unused 
pocket was a princely £38 on holiday in Devon. 
There is something wonderfully easily-spenda- 
ble about money you didn’t know you had. Any 
tales of unexpected bounty in the trouser de¬ 
partment, so to speak? 

YOU have to admire the sheer imagination 
that has gone into casting the new series of 
Broadchurch (ITV). It is a gritty, wince-making 
cop drama, examining the brutal, humiliating 
offence of rape. Surprisingly, the cast includes 
three great comedians: Charlie Higson from the 
Fast Show, Lenny Henry and Roy Hudd. Higson 
admits he was “amazed” to get the part of Ian. If 
this series ends in court, who will hear the case 
- Judge Rinder? 

LONG ago, just before the Thatcher gov- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


ernment launched the hated poll tax, I met a 
Tory election candidate who said: “Wherever I 
go, people tell me the poll tax is the fairest tax 
they’ve ever known.” It emerged that “wherev¬ 
er I go” was a number of Conservative Clubs 
he had visited on his campaign trail. So a Tory 
candidate hears support for a Tory tax from the 
Tory faithful. I was reminded of him this week 
when Jeremy Corbyn, apparently unmoved by 
the nightmare of Copeland and Labour’s dis¬ 
astrous polls, warned us not to underestimate 
support for his party across the country. How 
can he be so deluded? Probably because wher¬ 
ever Corbyn goes, he hears his loyal supporters 
chanting “Jeremy!” and applauding his policies. 
It is easy to kid yourself that the wide-eyed ac¬ 
tivists you meet are just ordinary folk and that 
when they chant your name in adulation it is the 
authentic voice of Britain. It ain’t. 

SOME Cambridge students recently object¬ 
ed to “cultural appropriation” of national dish¬ 
es (Jamaican stew, Tunisian rice, etc) on their 
college menu. A reader writes to tell me he has 
recently discovered that shepherds pies do not 
contain real shepherds, and to whom should he 
complain? 

WE are always being urged to support local 
businesses which explains why Mrs Rhodes 
and I eschewed McDonald’s and Costa this 
week and lunched at ye olde local teashoppe. 
I ordered a small coffee and got a large one. I 
asked for a pain au chocolat and was given a 
croissant and jam. Mrs Rhodes ordered soup 
which took 25 minutes to arrive, and then only 


after reminding the waitress, who avoided 
eye-contact. Yes, you don’t get service like that 
from the multinationals. 

IF you visit a firm’s website and a page fails 
to load, you usually get an Americanised apol¬ 
ogy on the lines of: “Oops, we’ve boobed!” So I 
was charmed a few days ago to have this same 
problem with the Royal Shakespeare Company 
website, which responded: “No page! How did 
that happen? We are indeed an ass-head, and 
a coxcomb, and a knave, a thinfaced knave, a 
gull!” Will would have approved. 

FOR a fascinating insight into political 
thought processes, catch ‘At Lunch with Becky 
Milligan’ (Radio 4) in which the reporter buys a 
meal for Tony Blair’s old pal and former Lord 
Chancellor, Lord ‘Charlie’ Falconer. His Lord- 
ship doesn’t want to talk about Blair. He doesn’t 
seem to know what Labour’s immigration policy 
is. Despite being on an apple-based diet for the 
past four years, he doesn’t know much about 
apples, although he confides that some are red, 
some are green and others are both red and 
green. Falconer’s only real concerns seem to 
be his weight and forming another Labour gov¬ 
ernment: “We have to get back in.” He doesn’t 
explain why. 

AS a rule I would object to my TV licence fee 
paying for a wealthy politician’s lunch. But the 
Falconer interview 

was an education, and therefore money well 
spent. If any future Labour government needs a 
Minister of Unillumination, Falconer’s your man. 

ESCHEWED. That’s a word I haven’t used for 
a long time. Anyone got a tissue? 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Annoying 
holes are 
driving us 
all potty! 

THERE they are every morning as I drive 
into work. They are such a pain, and no 
matter how many stories we carry about 
them the problem never seems to go 
away. Yes you may have already guessed 
what I am talking about - potholes. 

No matter how big - and some are 
VERY big and deep - or small you can be 
sure that they are doing some damage to 
your vehicle. 

I have, over recent years, had to have 
suspension work done on my little car 
and it is coming to the stage when I dread 
the next MoT because I just know that it 
will probably fail and the reason will point 
back to them. 

I know that the councils are facing 
drastic cutbacks, and obviously issues 
such as social care need to take priority, 
but this problem is impacting on people’s 
lives. Some of the potholes are so deep 
that they can literally make your car un¬ 
roadworthy, affecting the steering and 
balancing of the wheels, meaning they 
are a danger to yourself and other mo¬ 
torists. 

I live in a village and travel down coun¬ 
try lanes, which obviously do not carry 
as much traffic as the city centre, but the 
problems there are just as bad. Maybe 
this should be reflected in the amount of 
car tax we pay. 

There seems to be plenty of money 
spent on these sleeping policemen, or 
speed bumps, whatever you want to call 
them. I can think of some other words! 

Some of them are so high and so close 
together that they also have an effect on 
our cars. One lot in Bilbrook did such a 
lot of damage to a car with a low suspen¬ 
sion, that the driver had to find an alterna¬ 
tive route to work. 

And the many motorists who com¬ 
plained about the height and the number 
of the ones down Tinacre Hill at Compton 
now avoid that route altogether. Maybe 
that was the idea! 

In another area - Goscote - there have 
been endless complaints about potholes, 
but nothing done about them. 

And I recently read about one rounda¬ 
bout in the Heath Hayes area which has 
38 - yes I did say 38 - around it. Unbe¬ 
lievable! 

So councils put your hand in your 
pockets. Forget about more of those 
annoying speed bumps. Instead put the 
money to good use and do a proper job 
of filling in the potholes, not a quick fix 
job that seems to last five minutes. You 
know what they say - you only get what 
you pay for. And at the moment it is the 
poor motorists who are the ones who are 
constantly paying out. 

From April there will be changes in the 
car tax rates. I saw on social media the 
other day a pothole-covered street where 
one fed-up driver has scrawled in huge 
letters ‘What are we paying our tax for?’ 

I should think most drivers would echo 
that sentiment. 

SUE ATTWATER 



Wooden 

Sheds 


^ Concrete 
Garages 


^ Summer 
Houses 



UP 

TO 



% 


Y Open 7 Days a Week 

Y Old Buildings Removed 

Y Base Laying Service 

Y Asbestos Disposal 

Y Free Quotations 




CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 



6ft X 4ft £239 £274 Single Garage p-|CQQ I 7ft X 5ft £599 Verandah 

7ft x 5ft £269 £309 I 16flx8ft I 8ft x 6ft £725 ™and*ah 

8ft x 6ft £299 £344 16 ftx? 6 ft ara9e £3099 8ftx8ft £789 Verandah 



Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 


BUILDINGS 
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Fantastic event which was made in Oldbury 


MADE in Oldbury was an event that 
myself and my fellow Boonyed Bren 
Hawthorne was invited to perform 
recently at the Zion Church Hall in 
Langley. 

Brendan Jackson facilitated the 
event and it was great to see Dr Terry 
Daniels from the Oldbury and Langley 
Historical Society and Maureen Wal¬ 
dron from the archives contributing to 
the array of visual data that was there 
for the visitors. 

Being an Oldbury lad I found my¬ 
self idling through copies of the Apollo 


Magazines that I used read when Dad 
brought it home from A and P’s. There 
was so much to see that I could have 
spent the time looking at all the photos 
and reading through all the literature 
but Bren and myself were proud to 
be able to share our own stories and 
songs with the attentive visitors. What 
is so pleasing about these events is the 
memories that are sparked and the 
narratives that open up with the peo¬ 
ple you meet. Credit to John and all the 
staff at the Zion church hall. 

As always they made us feel really 


welcome with tea and cakes and while 
there I discussed launching the Charlie 
Grigg book in November, such is the 
warm and magical surroundings of the 
old hall. 

Most credit however goes to Brendan 
Jackson who continues to unearth 
some of the most amazing data from 
the archives. Many thanks to all who 
came and chatted to us about their own 
experiences and kindness in congratu¬ 
lating us on the Charlie Grigg project. 

DR B DAKIN 
Tividale 


Why we LETTERS TO THEEDITOR Projects in 
can’t listen Lotto cash 

to ex-PMs Chronicle Editorial, sandwell.chronicle@ spotlight 


ai-ao uueen oireei 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Engineering better 
chances for women 


TWO former Prime Minis¬ 
ters from differing political 
perspectives have joined in 
the chorus telling us what 
a mistake we are making 
to be on course for leaving 
the EU. 

John Major was the prime 
minister who supported the 
ERM - a policy that caused 
humiliation for our country 
and the Conservatives, los¬ 
ing the country’s faith in 
their economic policies. 

Tony Blair through his 
support for the war in Iraq 
was a major contributor to 
the unrest in the Middle 
East. 

So these people who have 
led us into disaster think 
they are fit to tell the major¬ 
ity of people who voted for 
leaving the EU they were 
wrong. 

They have the right to ex¬ 
press their opinions but we 
are going to leave the EU, 
and all good Britons should 
do what they can to get the 
best possible deal. 

We must go forward 
united with a common 
cause. 

JOHN GREEN 

Tipton 


LAST week International 
Women’s Day, was held, a 
global day celebrating the 
social, economic, cultural 
and political achievements 
of women. 

The day also marks a call 
to action for accelerating 
gender parity. 

Engineering is one sec¬ 
tor where women remain 
woefully under-repre¬ 
sented - just nine per cent 
of UK engineers is female. 
Of course, it’s not the only 
industry or profession 
in which women are un¬ 
der-represented, but given 
the escalating skills crisis 


in engineering, it’s one that 
is particularly worth high¬ 
lighting. Put bluntly, we 
need more young people to 
become engineers if the sec¬ 
tor is to continue to fuel the 
UK economy. 

The good news is that 
we’re already starting to 
make inroads in this area. 
This year for example, more 
than half of the IET’s Dia¬ 
mond Jubilee Scholarships 
were awarded to female stu¬ 
dents. 

JEREMY WATSON CBE 

President, Institution of 

Engineering and 

Technology 


THE National Lottery 
Awards 2017 are open for 
entries, giving Lottery-fund¬ 
ed projects a chance to shine 
in the national limelight. 

The Awards recognise the 
amazing work done by or¬ 
ganisations using National 
Lottery funding to trans¬ 
form communities. 

They celebrate the un¬ 
sung heroes behind the 
success of local arts, sports, 
heritage, and community 
projects. 

Every week National 
Lottery players raise £30 
million for good causes and, 
since 1994, over 500,000 
Lottery grants have been 
awarded. 

Seven projects will be rec¬ 
ognised at a star-studded 
awards ceremony broadcast 
on BBC One later this year 
and each will win a £3,000 
cash prize. 

Readers can visit www. 
nationallotteryawards.org. 
uk/awards to nominate pro¬ 
jects. 

All entries must be in by 
midnight on Friday April 7. 

JOHN BARROWMAN 

National Lottery 

Awards Ambassador 



Interia 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


KITCHEN RENEW 

OR REPLACE 


RENEW 


We can save your costly cabinets and replace doors, or worktops, 
or both, creating a new look dream kitchen at a fraction of the cost 
EXTRA 20% OFF DOORS 
FREE SINK AND TAP 
FREE HANDLES 
FREE HOME SURVEY 


REPLACE 


Our experienced kitchen planners can offer fully installed kitchens, 
including tiling, electrics and plumbing, or offer a supply only 
service, all at realistic prices, using full 3D design service 
FREE INTEGRATED WASHER* 

FREE INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 

FREE SINK AND TAP* 

FREE HOME SURVEY* 


1000s 
COLOURS 
AND STYLES 



RENOVATIONS 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION I WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


£ 1895 * 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


£ 2995 * 


COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


rr 



A toilet with a couple of extra inches of 
height makes all the difference, Large choice! 
of discrete and stylish modern designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY £149 

'"Sk *****».!. SEE DISPLAYS 

INSTALLED £ 299 * instore 



» Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
» Long established business • Quality installers ' Termsa,ldC0,ldlll0Rsapply3E 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 



Established over 20 years 


latioNS 


.rOJE cT 




• Windows 
► Composite Doors 
• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 


Fascias / Guttering 
• Building Work 
• Misted-up Units 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 

TELEPHONE: 0121 544 2222 



immjL 


1 y^ B j^DRAl^HTSyALLBOTTLE 
BEERsKfc,4FC)P SHEERDCUBLESolsoTnl 


H'ATJWIHCWR’ l~2pmrt 6pm (7«Davs»AVWeek) 


ORDERfYQJuJR 


JU 


TAKEAWAY,N0Wy! 


STEAKS Now Available... 


♦ Gammon £6.00 ♦ Sirloin £7.00 ♦ Ribeye £8.00 ♦ 

All sewed with chips, peas, mushrooms, tomatoes 

Opening Hours Mon-Thur 4pm-llpm; Fri-Sun 12 pm-12 Midnight 
Function Room Available Seats 50-150 
Check out our FULL NEW MENU on facebook 
f www.facebook.com/caves-barandgrill 

. BBQ* BEERS* 'fcfl Sport Wv SPORTS 

01902 678 772/07510032647 

Wrens Hill Road, Dudley DY1 3SB 



Bring these vouchers and save! 



Offers exclusively available at Bearwood Vets until end of March 2017 
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It's a gas for under-threat 
building's links to the past 


FORMER staff at a historic building in West Bromwich, 
scheduled to be demolished unless it can be saved by the 
Black Country Living Museum, have spoken of its impor¬ 
tance to local heritage. 

The premises known as the old gas showrooms, located on the corner 
of Lombard Street West and High Street, have not only been part of 
the West Bromwich Corporation Gas Department, but later became 
the headquarters for local supporters of the miners’ strike in 1984. 


It’s connection to significant histori¬ 
cal moments in the region, and surviv¬ 
ing period details inside the building, 
have sparked the Black Country Liv¬ 
ing Museum’s interest in the premises. 

As part of a £21 million project, the 
museum wants to take the gas show¬ 
rooms down carefully brick-by-brick, 
and then relocate it to their Dudley 
site to create a 1940s town, behind the 
existing 1930s street scene. 

However this depends on the mu¬ 
seum securing a heritage lottery grant, 
and in the meantime the council plans 
to demolish the site. 

Workshop 

Offering an insight into the building 
as far back as the 1920s, is 95-year-old 
Ernie Timmins, who started his life¬ 
long career in the gas industry there 
when he was just 14. “It was much 
more than just the gas showrooms, it 
was the West Bromwich Corporation 
Gas Department, and the showrooms 
were just a part of that,” explains 
Ernie. “I started at 14 and I had to use 
the phone which I was quite scared of 
at the time.” 

At the showrooms the public could 
buy a range of gas appliances, while 
staff would also help them with prob¬ 
lems such as if they got a penny stuck 
in their meter. “It was known as a 


By Judith Hawkins 


posh place,” said Ernie. A picture of 
the building decorated in May 1937 
for the coronation of King George VI, 
shared by West Bromwich historian 
and writer Terry Price, also brings 
back fond memories for Ernie. 

“There were a crown at the top, 
with three flames they were able to 
change to red, white and blue.” 

Unfortunately the building’s at¬ 
tractive frontage was destroyed after 
it was bombed during the Blitz in 
November 1940, the devastation also 
captured in a photo shared by Terry. 

Ernie remembers: “I was in the 
shelter with my then girlfriend, who 
later became my wife, when four 
bombs were dropped. When we went 
back to the gas department there was 
all this rubble. But we went back to 
work on the same day. The roof was 
still hanging off.” 

Ernie, who lives on Marmion Drive 
in Great Barr, spent his entire work¬ 
ing life in the gas industry, apart from 
his time in service with the RAF. 

Also calling for the building to be 
saved, is historian Terry: “I always 
said that the building should be used 
as a heritage centre, given its past and 
location in the centre of town.” 



A group of miners from South Wales were supported at the The building decorated for the coronation in 
centre, formerly part of the West Bromwich Corporation Gas May 1937. Photo courtesy of Terry Price. 



Much of the building was destroyed after a bombing The current site of West Bromwich Gas Showroom 
raid in November 1940. Photo courtesy of Terry Price. which is earmarked for demolition 


Businesses 
invited to 
health event 

BUSINESSES in Sandwell have been 
invited to an event to discuss how 
they and the council can work togeth¬ 
er to improve the health of employees 
and customers. Chiefs said the mes¬ 
sage of the event at Sandwell Council 
House in Oldbury, on Tuesday March 
28 is ‘what is good for health can be 
good for business too’. 

This includes reducing sickness 
costs, boosting productivity and help¬ 
ing to generate jobs and growth. 

The event brings together rep¬ 
resentatives from businesses and a 
range of council services. 

Public health chief, Councillor 
Preet Gill, said: “We really want to 
hear the views of Sandwell businesses 
on improving health and wellbeing. 
This event is a great opportunity for 
us to hear what they have to say and 
how we can better support them. 

“Improving health and wellbeing is 
good for business. Healthier employ¬ 
ees are happier and more productive. 

“And, as people become increas¬ 
ingly health conscious, businesses 
offering healthier products increase 
their market share.” 

To reserve a place for the event, 
which runs from 8.45am to 11.30am, 
contact Nick Laws on 0121 569 5159 
or email nick_laws@sandwell.gov.uk 

Bombs justice fight 
by bands at event 

A FUNDRAISING concert is being 
held in Birmingham Town Hall on St 
George’s Day. Brum Bands Unite is in 
support of the Justice for the 21 cam¬ 
paign by the families of the Birming¬ 
ham pub bombings. 

The concert on April 23 at 7pm 
will feature Celtic rock band Quill; 
Morganisation; Steve Gibbons, Vix 
and the Mischiefs, Chris Tye, reggae 
singer Bitty McLean and Inspirations 
Ladies Choir. Tickets are £12. 



Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give RYDAL 




WindowsaDoorsnConservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches,Fascias 
and Soffit Boardslfll 


Cleaning 

Services now available 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 

your conservatory and create a Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 

comfortable environment and a industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 

room you can use all year round have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


EREERHQNEi0800i9,1716060w^ww.rydalewindowsTcoluk 


Blackheath 


(jUUl 






Weekdays: 


5130pm 













































Hospital chiefs say £i2m 
loss will limit services 



The new Midland Metropolitan Hospital can be seen taking shape in this photograph by Kate Gordon 


HOSPITAL bosses have ad¬ 
mitted that they will not be 
able to provide all the servic¬ 
es planned at the new Mid¬ 
land Metropolitan Hospital 
if they lose an expected £12 
million a year. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust’s chief ex¬ 
ecutive Toby Lewis said that they 
were preparing for a reduction in 
funding from the region’s Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG). 


This would be ahead of the opening 
of the £350 million ‘super hospital’ in 
Smethwick. 

In a hospital trust report, it sug¬ 
gested that there would be £12 million 
less a year available in the funding 
package put forward by the NHS 
Sandwell and West Birmingham CCG. 

Yet this contradicted information 
from the CCG, which told the Express 
& Star that it planned to invest £10 
million more on hospital and com¬ 
munity care in 2017/18 than it did in 
2016/17 with the Trust. 

At a meeting of the trust’s board, 
Mr Lewis revealed that the latest 


funding contract had yet to be signed, 
and highlighted this discrepancy from 
the CCG. He said that they were now 
seeking ‘urgent clarification’ from 
commissioners to determine whether 
or not more funding may be available. 

Speaking at the trust’s board meet¬ 
ing, Mr Lewis said: “We are still not in 
a place where we’ve signed a contract, 
and that’s disappointing. 

“The CCG published some financial 
numbers that I didn’t recognise. And 
we’ve written to the CCG to see if they 
are revising their offer.” He added: 
“We are seeking urgent clarification.” 



ORIGINAL PRICES 






This Saturday 
9am to 5.30pm 


MEN’S CHECK 

WINTER WARM SHIRTS 

2XL TO 5XL 
Usually £13.99 

THIS SATURDAY 
£4.19 


For Special Tickets All Round The Store 

10% to 70% Off Selected items 


MEN’S SHOES hornby digital 


MEN’S CHECK 

SO 



BOXER SHORTS 

XL TO 4XL 2 IN PACK 
for £13.99 

THIS SATURDAY 
£4.19 PACK 

MEN’S KNITWEAR 

VARIOUS STYLES 

2XL TO 4XL £21.99 

THIS SATURDAY £6.59 

MEN’S NAVY BLUE CHINOS 

48 TO 54 WAIST £21.99 

THIS SATURDAY £6.59 

SHOWERPROOF JACKETS 

2XL, 3XL AND 5XL 
Usually £32.99 

THIS SATURDAY £9.89 

mm 


“MALVERN” BLACK 
SLIP ON 

SIZES 6 TO 11 
Usually £15.99 

THIS SATURDAY £4.79 

LADIES SLIP 0NS 

BLACK SHOE 

SIZES 5 TO 7 
Usually £9.99 

THIS SATURDAY £2.09 

MODEL RAILWAYS 

HORNBY R609 
CURVES 

Normally £2.99 

THIS SATURDAY 89P EACH 

EXCLUSIVE FIRST 
EDITION 

BUSES IN 00 SCALE 

Normally £19.99 

THIS SATURDAY £5.99 


E LINK CONTROLLER 
Usually £94.99 

THIS SATURDAY £28.49 

DAPOL“00” LOCOS 
CLASS 52 WESTERN 
Usually £136.45 
THIS SATURDAY £40.93 

DAPOL“00” LOCOS 
CLASS 73 INTERCITY 
Usually £140.60 
THIS SATURDAY £42.18 

More Special 70% 
Model Railway offers and 
Model Railway News 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.aoakes.co.uk 
World of Model Trains 
If you are having trouble with 
Track or Model 
Train Loco is not working 
property then you need our 
Train Doctor 


Est. m^rnFvicAEAGFEQAQ^ 

MzmMs sniw A 


Model Railways Digital Analogue Working Saturdays 
Visit our website for more train news: www.aoakes.co.uk 
174/180 Vicarage Road, Near Oldbury B68 8JB 


Mon to Sat 9am - 5.30pm Wed 9am - 12.30pm 
Customer car park 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 




JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient and price competitive 



Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, 
Conveyancing both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solidtors.co.uk 
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Colin Pearson, from Cranmore Road, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, who has been metal detecting for 40 years 


A ladies pistol dated 1820-1840, which 
was unearthed by Colin 


An 1865 Flint Eisteddfod medal 
found under Bournemouth pier 


METAL detecting has long been as¬ 
sociated with the discovery of lost 
treasures, writes Heather Large. 

But for Colin Pearson the hobby is all 
about unearthing and preserving pieces of 
our past. 

“You can’t believe what’s lying a foot below 
the surface of the ground, just waiting to be dis¬ 
covered. You could find something someone lost 
2,000 years ago and it hasn’t been touched by 
anyone since. You could be the first person to 
find it and that’s a fantastic feeling. 

“This is our history and it needs to be pre¬ 
served and recorded,” says the member of Blox- 
wich Research and Metal Detector Club. 

The 71-year-old first picked up a metal detec¬ 
tor, belonging to his uncle, in 1976, sparking his 
interest in the pastime. 

“My Uncle George lived in Hinckley and was 
self-employed. He used to clean the drains along 
the A5 and would find Roman artefacts. 

Retired 

“During a visit I had a go with his metal de¬ 
tector and got hooked. I decided to buy myself 
a metal detector and I’ve never looked back,” 
he explains. 

Since then the retired engineer has made 
thousands of discoveries with many taking pride 
of place in his Wolverhampton home where he 
meticulously researches and records every item. 

They’ve included artefacts such as coins and 
jewellery dating back to the times of the Ro¬ 
mans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. 

All finds of interest are also recorded on the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme national database, 
making them available for worldwide research 
by anybody. Among some of Colin’s prized dis¬ 
coveries are 15 Roman silver coins dating back 
as far as 77AD, during the reign of Vespasian, 
up until the reign of Marcus Aurelius in 161 AD. 

He also discovered a 15th century gold rel¬ 
iquary in a farmer’s field in Middleton on the 
Staffordshire/Warwickshire border, which at 
the time was valued at £7,000 and was acquired 
by Warwickshire Museum. 


It’s engraved with the 
figure of St George who’s 
in the act of killing a 
dragon. The item is 
thought to be the 
lid to a small dia¬ 
mond-shaped box, 
which probably 

would’ve been i All that glisters 
worn on a chain "-the Middleton 

around the neck. Jewel, dated 
“This was a once- 1450 AD 
in-a-lifetime find be¬ 
cause it’s so rare. It’s 
fantastic that’s it been saved 
from just being buried for eter¬ 
nity. Now people will be able to 
see it,” says Colin. The oldest item 
in his collection is a 5,000-year-old axe 
blade, while one of the most curious is a 
ring which he believes features an engraving 
of William Shakespeare’s head. 

“It really does look like him but I haven’t 
been able to get it confirmed. I don’t know if 
it’s of the period or from the 18th century,” ex¬ 
plains Colin. He’s also travelled further afield 
and discovered a medal from the Flint Eistedd¬ 
fod festival in Wales, which dates back to 1865, 
beneath Bournemouth Pier. Made from 90 per 
cent tin, Colin says it’s in a good condition for 
its age and considering where it was found. 

“It’s unbelievable. How it survived all the salt 
water, I don’t know,” says Colin, who’s been a 
club member since 1990. 

Founded in 1978, the club has around 60 
members who spend every Sunday searching 
sites, between Wheaton Aston and Tamworth. 
They research an area first before applying for 
permission from the landowner to carry out a 
search. A quality metal detector can cost up¬ 
wards of £150 and many will have distinctive 
beep tones based on the type of metal. 

Colin says he doesn’t have a set method for 
searching with his detector and tends to wan¬ 
der around randomly. Every time he hears the 
beep of his metal detector he gets excited. “It’s 
a fabulous feeling,” he adds. 


There’s a moment 
when you don’t 
know what you’ree 
going to find. You 
can end up with a 
lump of earth and 
a piece of history in¬ 
side it,” he says. 
After hearing the 
beep, he then digs a 
hole before using a pin¬ 
point probe to narrow 
the search area. 

A pouch is carried for 
all of the finds, whether 
they are interesting or just 
junk, and they’re all removed 
so that they don’t unwittingly 
get dug up again in the future. 
As well as finds of interest 
being recorded by the database, 
anything believed to be treasure 
must be reported to a coroner. 

Objects that don’t qualify as 
‘treasure’ are items whose owners can be 
traced, unworked natural items such as ani¬ 
mal bones, objects from the foreshore which 
are wreak, single coins found on their own, or 
groups of coins lost one by one over a period 
of time. 

Once an item is ruled to be treasure the coro¬ 
ner will inform the British Museum or the Na¬ 
tional Museum Wales and they will ascertain 
whether they or any other museum wishes to 
buy it. If it’s purchased, the money is shared 
between landowner and the finder. If not, it will 
be returned to the finder after 28 days unless 
the landowner objects. 

Club members keep in touch with the Finds 
Liaison Officer for Staffordshire & West Mid¬ 
lands who is based at Birmingham Museum and 
Art Gallery and helps with the recording of dis¬ 
coveries. Colin adds: “Research is the best part 
because you start not knowing anything about 
an item but you can find out its history and who 
might have owned it or made it. Every item is 
interesting. It’s a fantastic hobby.” 
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Dudley Motor Company 


Trindle Road 
Dudley 
DY27AY 


01384 454100 


www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


THE VAUXHALL 

SALES EVENT 

17-21 MARCH 2017 

+ 


Get that 


cracking 
Vauxhall you've 
always wanted 
PLUS a great 
deal more! 


£500 


SPENDING 

MONEY* 


And yes... this is on top of our other great offers! 


© 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vivaro panel van range: Urban: 35.3 (8.0)-40.9 (6.9), Extra- 
urban 42.8 (6.6)-51.4 (5.5), Combined 40.9 (6.9)-47.0 (6.0). C0 2 emissions: 155-178g/km. # 

Participating Retailers only. *£500 spending money not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting Rand Corsa Diamond. £500 spending money given as pre-paid debit card and is not given in cash. Your card is issued by R. Raphael & Sons pic pursuant to license by MasterCard Internationallncorporated. MasterCard® is a registered 
trademark of MasterCard International Inc. R. Raphael & Sons pic is a UK bank authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (registration number 161302) and is permitted to issue e-money. Head office and registered office at 19-21 
Shaftesbury Avenue, London W1D 7ED, company registration number 01288938. Spending money available on eligible, selected new vehicle orders from 17-21 March 2017 and registered by 31 March 2017. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units. All other customers are excluded. 
Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/salesevent or contact your local Retailer for details. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual 
performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall Motors reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of going to print. 
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Nazi camp 
survivor in 
stairs fall 


A SURVIVOR of the Second World War concentra¬ 
tion camps who escaped Nazi-occupied Poland 
for a new life in Britain died after falling whilst in 
hospital, an inquest heard. 

Mieczyslaw Kowalski, described as ‘tough as old boots’ 
by his family, had been taken to Sandwell General Hospi¬ 
tal in West Bromwich after falling downstairs. 


The incident occured at his 
home in Ivanhoe Road, Great 
Barr, on New Year’s Day. After 
a wait in the emergency de¬ 
partment, which was extremely 
busy, he was examined and 
found to have suffered no se¬ 
rious harm. But a nurse found 
him shivering on the floor of his 
cubicle later that night. A post 
mortem found he died of pneu¬ 
monia due to immobility as a 
result of the falls. 

His family told Black Coun¬ 
try coroner Zafar Siddique of 
their concerns of a ‘cover-up’ 
because they were not told 
about the second fall. The 
Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is 
now changing policy after ad¬ 
mitting there was no falls risk 
assessment for A&E patients. 

Mr Kowalski escaped from a 
concentration camp in his na¬ 
tive Poland as an 11-year-old 
boy, after his sister died in his 
arms, and with help of nuns 
fled to Britain via India, said 
his son-in-law Michael Cloke. 

He described the 87-year- 
old retired factory supervisor 
as ‘an amazingly strong, ex¬ 
tremely hard-working man’. 
Following the fall at home, he 


By Marion Brennan 

was assessed as a category 3 pa¬ 
tient, to be seen within an hour 
at A&E. The hospital has since 
acknowledged he should have 
been seen either immediately 
or within 10 minutes. 

Various tests were carried 
out which came back as normal 
but at 3.50am he was found on 
the floor, shaking, rigid and 
with clenched teeth. 

Dr Mohammad Wani, emer¬ 
gency medicine consultant, said 
that further tests indicated he 
had developed central cord syn¬ 
drome. 

Mr Cloke told the inquest 
he did not find out about the 
second fall until five days lat¬ 
er.Emergency department 
matron Annabel Bottrill said 
contacting his familiy would 
have been hospital policy. Staff 
had since been reminded of the 
need to do so. Falls risk assess¬ 
ment forms would also be in¬ 
troduced within the next eight 
weeks. 

Black Country coroner Zafar 
Siddique decided against mak¬ 
ing any special recommenda¬ 
tions. He concluded that Mr 
Kowalski’s death had been ac- 


£2,500 lodged 
for NICE centre 



NICE fundraising chief, Louise Watkins and Roger 
Palmer (Worshipful Brother of Moseley Lodge no. 
5224) seen with, from left, Aran, Jasmine and Louis 

A MASONIC lodge has raised over £2,500 for chari¬ 
ty over a year of fundraising activities. 

Moseley Lodge raised the money for NICE Centre 
for Movement Disorders, who provide a lifeline to 
adults and children affected by incurable movement 
disorders. 

Over the course of the last year, Moseley Lodge 
members have undertaken a variety of fundraising 
events including a Garden Party, Ladies Evening 
and Valentines Lunch. 

Roger Palmer, who is a member of Moseley Lodge, 
said: “I first heard about NICE through a good 
friend, whose son Will has been helped by the char¬ 
ity since he was three years old. 

“We are so thrilled that the money we have raised 
is going to a local and very deserving charity which 
really does transform lives.” 

Louise Watkins, fundraising and marketing man¬ 
ager at NICE, said: “We are delighted that the Mo¬ 
seley Lodge decided to choose NICE as their charity 
of the year. 

“In order to sustain our life-changing services to 
individuals in need such as Will and their families, 
we need to raise £500,000 annually and we rely sig¬ 
nificantly on donations from the community and 
individuals to provide the high level of support re¬ 
quired by our participants.” 



Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 


can 


0121 643 5211 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

If ypu cannot nhom.you can halp as with donation, nf sponsorship 

Calherine-De-Barnes Lane, Calherine-De-Barnes, Solihull. B62 
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IN LITE N 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


• Tour NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


™l Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 


in WHITE 


From Only 
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From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


Misted Units 
Replaced 
Broken Hingi 
• Door 
Adjustment 
New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 





It myi Y3 to be 


Your local we// established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONEUNES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 





FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 
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Senior archivist Richard Lewis with metal from the hull of the Titanic 


A diary that mentions the sinking on April 15 1912 An image of the fateful ship, which had been labelled as ‘unsinkable’ 



Examples of the advertising for the maiden voyage 



Replicas of the china used by second class passengers 


Collection relives fate 
of 'unsinkable' Titanic 


MORE than 100 years on 
it is a tragedy that still in¬ 
spires worldwide interest 
- the sinking of the Titanic. 

However not many may 
realise the fateful ship’s con¬ 
nection to the Black Country, 
which has is being explored in 
a new exhibition at the Dudley 
Archives. It runs until May 27. 

A collection amassed by keen 
Titanic researcher and writer An¬ 
drew Lound is on display at the 
Tipton Road venue. 

It includes a lifeboat nameplate, 
the White Star Line’s drinks menu, 
a layout of the first-class accommo¬ 
dation to a piece of Titanic’s hull. 

The exhibition also includes pho¬ 
tographs of the Titanic’s 15-and-a- 
half-ton anchor, which was made 
by Noah Hingley & Sons in Nether- 
ton, and drawn through the streets 
by 20 horses in May 1911. 

Andrew, of Great Barr, has 
sought out the region’s connec¬ 
tions to the so-called ‘unsinkable’ 
ship, which was run by the White 


MEMORY LANE 


By Judith Hawkins 


Star Line, and will be at Dudley Ar¬ 
chives on March 25 to sign copies of 
his book ‘Titanic in the Midlands’. 

Archivist Richard Lewis said: “A 
lot of these items were in Boston, 
but Andrew Lound has bought 
them and had them sent back from 
America. 

“There is a connection with the 
Midlands. A lot of the metalwork 
was done here, including the an¬ 
chor.” 

The impressive array of artefacts 
have arrived amid an important 
time for Dudley Archives, which 
is becoming the place to see items 
previously displayed at Dudley Mu¬ 
seum, which closed in December. 

Mr Lewis added: “It is going re¬ 
ally well. Work is almost finished 
here to accommodate the new col¬ 
lections from the museum.” 

One of the display’s centrepieces 
is an ornate wooden panel recov¬ 
ered from the sea on April 15, 


1912, the morning after the fatal 
iceberg strike, by the crew of the 
Irish fishing boat Proinseas Noirin. 

Mr Lewis said there was a fas¬ 
cinating tale behind this object, 
which salt water tests indicate did 
drift from the wreckage of the Ti¬ 
tanic. 

It turns out that the passing fish¬ 
ing boat was gun-running for the 
Irish Republicans, and when they 
saw the distress flares of the sink¬ 
ing ship they thought their cover 
would be blown and left the scene, 
so were not around to assist the 
survivors. 

As a result the crew were un¬ 
aware of the Titanic’s fate, only 
discovering the truth when they 
returned home two weeks later, 
and keeping silent due to their il¬ 
legal activities. 

The collection also includes 
China plates and platters from 
the White Star Line, showing the 
distinction made between first 
and second class. These include 
replica dinnerware that was made 
especially for the blockbuster film 
Titanic. 



Richard Lewis with a restored lifeboat nameplate and a third class plate 



Learn 


Have fun Explore 


Make new 
friends 


Adventure 


FREE childcare for 2 year olds : 

Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 

That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 

That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 

more time with your younger children, get stuff done around i 

the house, study or look for work. 
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To find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121569 4914 
or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/freechildcare 


I Sandwell Sane 


Family Information . 
Service 






























Pair em-baa-k on animal care studies 


, -LATEST BREXIT BUSTING 

fit. CLEARANCE DEALS! 



Megan Davis and Rhianna Perks are learning to care for lambs as part of their Animal Care course 


ANIMAL Care students from Sandwell College have a 
spring in their step looking after the lovely newborn lambs. 

The students work at Forge Mill Farm as part of their 
course, which includes a practical unit on caring for farm 
livestock. The youngsters help the farm managers to care 
for the lambs, feeding and cleaning them, and learning 
how to handle them correctly. Lecturer Alex Prestidge 
said: “The students love completing the practical elements 


of their course, and this is always one of their favourite 
times, learning how to look after the lovely newborn lambs 
and their mothers.” 

They study a mixture of classroom-based theory and 
practical experience in dog grooming 

parlours, farms and zoos, to progress to a career in the 
sector or accumulate entry points for university degree 
courses. 


Project In funding boost 


IN its first funding round of 
2017, BBC Children in Need 
has announced a boost of 
£86,165 to local project, 
Sandwell Parents for Disa¬ 
bled Children. 

The news means that the chari¬ 
ty now has more than £1,216,000 
at work locally. 

It has been allocated a three-year 


grant of £86,165 to offer disabled 
children and young people, and their 
siblings, the opportunity to access fun 
and exciting activities together in safe, 
supportive and stimulating environ¬ 
ments. Through the various activities, 
the projects aim to improve the phys¬ 
ical and emotional wellbeing of the 
children and young people, as well as 
increased confidence and self-esteem. 

Diane Rai, manager of the group, 
said: “We are so grateful to BBC Chil¬ 


dren in Need for this funding, offering 
disabled children and young people, as 
well as their siblings, the opportunity 
to play together and have fun, may 
sound simple, but it really will go on 
to make a huge difference.” 

Melinda Connelly, Children in Need 
Regional Head of the Central Region 
said: “All of the projects we fund work 
to make a real difference to the lives 
of disadvantaged children and young 
people.” 



Over 40 Styles & Colours 


10800:088/7044] 
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EX CHAIN STORE 
LADIES BLACK SPLIT 
HEM TROUSER - 
ASSORTED SIZES 



BIRMINGHAM BILST0N 

New Canal Street, Loxdale Street, 
Digbeth B5 5PL W’ton WV14 OTP 


l OPENING HOURS 

Mon-Wed 
9.30am - 6pm. 

Thurs 9.30 - 8pm 
■ft Fri / Sat 
■ft' 9.30am - 6pm. 

W/ Sun 10am-4pm 
Tf BIRMINGHAM STORE 
Sunday opening 
11am-5pm 


*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS. PICTURES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY 
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OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 


WHILE STOCKS LAST 
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Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV11ES or call 
into your local Shropshire Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, March 24,2017. 


Express & Star 


_| www.modernhotels.com/wes 

* Prices per person based on two people sharing a room. Offers are subject to terms and conditions, selected dates 
and minimum nights stay. Offers cannot be combined. Operated by Modern Hotels, ABTA V3101, ATOL Protected 0752. 


Mothers Dan Safety first for Sandeep 

on road to police career 


MESSAGE 


_SUNDAY, M ARCH 26 

Place an illustrated ivBS 


r’s Day 


message in the Express & Star 
Saturday March 25 

ONLY £10 

CALL 01902 317 878 

Or fill in the coupon below 


iy 




Write your message here. One word per box 


Mother’s surname:.First name: 


Circle the illustration 
of your choice 




*3 


^Special 'Wtot&en 


Sender’s name:.Senders number: . 


If you have selected an illustrated message, please enclose a cheque for £10, 
made payable to M.N.A, and send to the address below. 

Or place a FREE message in the Express & Star. 
Book online at: bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
using discount code M100 or complete coupon and send 
to address below. 


CARING Sandeep Kaur Bagh- 
ria wants to make the world 
a safer place - and she’s do¬ 
ing just that at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust. 

The 31-year-old, from Great 
Barr, works as a security officer at 
City Hospital where she initially 
started out as a part-time recep¬ 
tionist in January last year. 

She said: “I know I made the right 
choice coming to work for the NHS. 

“I have been able to explore all the 
different job opportunities within the 
Trust and I can see how other organi¬ 
sations have a part to play within our 
Trust.” 

Sandeep said she enjoys working 
within the control room and learning 
how the CCTV system works. 

Her key strengths are her communi¬ 
cation and language skills. 

Personality 

She explained: “I speak Punjabi and 
Hindi which is very big plus point for 
me as I am able to communicate effec¬ 
tively to the wider community. 

“I feel I have all the right qualities 
for a security officer, which helps to 
ensure that the hospital can be run 
smoothly.” 

The mum-of-one who loves spend¬ 
ing time with her son, added: “It’s all 
about providing a safe environment 
for our patients, visitors and staff. 

“I think communication is the key 
to helping calm any potentially diffi¬ 
cult situation. I think the role really 
suits my personality. 

“And I absolutely love the security 
team. Everyone looks after me really 
well.” 

Working as a security officer means 
she is now well on her way to fulfilling 
her ultimate dream - to one day be¬ 
come a police officer. 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus 
some of our time on the 
quiet heroes of the NHS, 
from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a 
wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust is one of the 
Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 peo¬ 
ple, many of whom live 
locally. 

Last year, the trust 
provides care from 150 
locations. 

This week we high¬ 
light: 

SANDEEP KAUR 

BAGHRIA 

Security Officer 


Sandeep said: “My ambition is to be¬ 
come a police officer as I want to make 
the world a safer place and make a dif¬ 
ference within the community. 

“Being a security officer gives me 
just the right experience and knowl¬ 
edge to eventually achieve this. 

“I guess the important thing is to 
always follow your dreams and never 
take a step back. 

“I believe that if everyone keeps 
trying, they will be successful eventu¬ 
ally.” 

Sandeep, who works the night shift 
at the hospital and helps to run the 
family business during the day, looks 
up to her mother and her husband, 


who have been supporting her to reach 
her potential. 

She explained: “My mum brought 
me up by herself and gave up a lot to 
educate me. 

“I am an only child and the bond 
that my mum and I share is extraor¬ 
dinary. She has always pushed me to 
do my best in everything I have chosen 
to do. 

“My husband has always supported 
me one hundred per cent and has 
pushed me to my maximum potential. 

“He’s never let me drop my dream of 
becoming a police officer and is always 
encouraging me to take the right steps 
to fulfilling my dream.” 
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Hand picked holidays with you 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


MAYFAIR 


Jersey 


With FREE NightS* or FREE Half-Board* On Many Dates 

* FLY FROM BIRMINGHAM OR MANCHESTER 

Great Value Holidays - All Year Round 


Hurry! 

Half Board Offer 
Ending Soon. 
Book Before 
31/03/17 


3 nts from £275 | 4 nts from £299 | 5 nts from £329 I 6 nts from £359 I 7 nts from £385 


Discover the beautiful Channel Island of Jersey - from the award winning beaches and unspoiled landscape 
to fascinating attractions and a year round calendar of festivals and events. 


Price Includes: 

•T Return flights from Birmingham or Manchester to Jersey 
r Accommodation at the 3* Mayfair Hotel, St Helier, 

- a short stroll to town centre and Havre Des Pas beach 
■T Full English Breakfast 
■T Health Club and indoor swimming pool 


r Hotel entertainment most evenings 
•T Return coach transfers from Jersey airport 
r One item of checked-in baggage per person 
■T Check-in and airline booking fees 
r ATOL protected .ff. 


* 99p Bar available until 11 pm each day. Conditions apply. Please quote '99pBar'at time of booking. 












































Debbie hopes to hit target for Tommy 


A DISABLED boy whose family are 
trying to raise at least £20,000 to pay 
for prosthetic limbs for him are being 
helped by a prolific fundraiser and 
West Brom fan. 

Tommy Brown, who is five, had to 
have his legs, arm and fingers ampu¬ 
tated when he was just five months 
old and was given a five per cent 
chance of survival after he contracted 
meningitis. 

Debbie Green first heard about 
Tommy, who is from Lister Close, 
Walsall, when she saw her beloved 
Baggies beat Sunderland 2-0 at home 
on January 21. That day she was help¬ 
ing raise £4,300 for terminally-ill Sun¬ 
derland fan Bradley Lowery, also five. 

The Albion Foundation was pro¬ 
moting Tommy’s cause on the day and 
she decided she wanted to do more. 

She has now arranged a special 
charity night which will be attended 
by two current Albion players and 
four former stars. 

Sandpit 

Debbie, from Birmingham, has al¬ 
ready raised £300 by auctioning off 
items donated by Albion’s star de¬ 
fender Jonny Evans, which paid for a 
special swing and sandpit for Tommy 
who attends Lindens Primary School 
in Streetly. 

Miss Brown said: “It’s going to cost 
between £20,000 and £25,000 for him 
to have special limbs. He loves run¬ 
ning but he cannot run on the NHS’s 
ones. I want the little lad to get his 
legs. He’s a lovely little boy. If every¬ 
one gave a pound at the Albion we 
would have the money, just like that.” 

Tommy’s mother Julie Tuckley 
said: “As he gets bigger, he wants to 
play football, run about and we want 
to give him the best.” 

Debbie’s charity night, which has 
sold out, will be attended by Ally Rob¬ 
ertson, Joe Mayo, Bernard McNally 
and Daryl Burgess and two current 
Albion stars who will be confirmed 
closer to the day. It will be held at 
Hamstead Social Club in Great Barr, 
which has let it for free for the night, 
on April 13 from 7pm. 

To donate to help Tommy, visit 
https://www.gofundme.com/qpj3as 



Debbie Green, who is organising a West Bromwich Albion fundraising even¬ 
ing with past and present players for Tommy Brown, aged five 



Compel ^2 




Brandhall Golf Club, Heron Road, Oldbury B68 8AQ 
Any further information tel: 0121 5522195 golf professional shop 


Open 

competitions 
from scratch - 
22 handicap 

10th June, 1st July, 
9th September 
Charity Hay 
28th October 


19th Hole 
The Best 
Way To 
EndA 
Round! 
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OUR AIM IS TO HELP YOU MEET YOUR AM 


YEAR 11 OPEN EVBIT @ SANDWELL COLLEGE 


81 


! 




The fastest-growing FE college in Birmingham and the Black Country 


85.3% success rate, 2015-16, against 78.4% national average 


Two outstanding modern campuses in a regenerated town centre 

Active links with hundreds of local businesses 

More than just a college - a gateway to university and work 

0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 


■ rw *1 ■ 

mega 

IDEAL! 


FREE METRO travel 
OR FREE BUS travel 
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ROYAL 

ASCOT 

on Ladies’ Day & Oxford 



Departing Wednesday 21 June 2017 


Quote Code: XWL591 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Windsor Enclosure at Royal Ascot 
on Ladies’ Day, with coach transfer (ticket upgrade 
available at a supplement) 

✓ A visit to Oxford 

2 days, by coach 

£l69 9spp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHATSWORTH 

Flower Show and Harrogate 




Departing Saturday 10 June 2017 


Quote Code: ETJ748 


The first ever RHS Chatsworth Flower Show in 2017 is 
set to showcase ‘Design Revolutionaries’ and promises 
to be unlike any other flower show, so book early 
because we expect demand to be heavy. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 

2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 




David Salter, second left, on his wedding day, with his kidney donor father Ian, and brothers Mark, far left and Brian 


Father gives kidney to save son’s life 


‘PEOPLE might say it’s brave but 
everyone would do the same if the per¬ 
son they loved needed it’ - the words 
of a father who saved his son’s life by 
giving him a kidney. 

Ian Salter, aged 68, put himself for¬ 
ward as a donor when his son David 
was rushed to Birmingham’s Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital with kidney failure. 

The 44-year-old from Cradley 
Heath, first discovered he had a prob¬ 
lem with his kidneys in 2008. Then in 
2014, after routine medical checks, it 
became clear that his kidney function 
was worsening. 

David attempted to resolve his kid¬ 
ney problem with alternative treat¬ 
ments, as the idea of dialysis was not 


something he wanted to seriously con¬ 
sider. 

Ian, who is from Chatteris, Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, said: “I told him I had a 
spare kidney waiting for him and told 
him to tell the doctors. I was asked 
why I was doing it but if it is you’re 
family you don’t think about it. 

“There was no question about going 
through with this - we were all doing 
what needed to be done.” He contin¬ 
ued: “During that time, a period of 
about 18 months the wider family 
- wives, fiancees, girlfriends, daugh¬ 
ters - were very concerned but were 
always supportive.” In March 2016 Ian 
and David underwent the transplant. 
Remarkably, David’s brother Mark 


and half-brother Brian also came for¬ 
ward as potential donors, but further 
tests revealed that Ian was the most 
suitable. Since the operation Ian has 
recovered well and has given a talk 
about the transplant and raised money 
for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Bir¬ 
mingham Charity. 

David married his fiancee Rosie 
last summer. Ian added: “To see him 
swinging down the aisle with a big 
grin on his face was incredible. On the 
day he was rushed in they told me he 
was at death’s door. I just told him I 
have a spare kidney. I can’t say I even 
thought about it. People might say it is 
brave but everyone would do the same 
if the person they loved needed it.” 



ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

HENDERSON CARDALE GARADOR HORMAN WESSEX 


INSULATED REMOTE ROLLER 
GARAGE DOORS 

orPTinM a i nwrnurA n 



SECTIONAL OVERHEAD 
DOORS 


SIDE HINGED GARAGE 


ALL INSURANCE WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


HENDERSON, CARDALE, 
GARADOR, 

HORMAN, WESSEX 


FRONT GUARD ENTRANCE 
DOORS 


B&L Shutters and Garage Doors Ltd 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU. 

Telephone: 0121 557 0260 

Email: info@bandlshutters.co.uk www.bandlshutters.co.uk 











































Pumping out the past as hidden gem revealed 


A HIDDEN gem of the Black 
Country - a steam pumping en¬ 
gine which was built by Jonah 
and George Davis of Tipton - left 
unseen in an abandoned build¬ 
ing, is set to be revealed thanks 
to the work of a charitable trust. 

Inside Sandfields Pumping 
Station in Lichfield, is one of the 
biggest steam pumping engines 
in the world. 

However after being pur¬ 
chased by a housing developer 
the Grade III* listed water works 
has remained unused, hiding its 
impressive industrial heritage. 

The Lichfield Waterworks 
Trust, a registered charity set up 
to save Lichfield’s Historic Wa¬ 
terworks at Sandfields, is now 
one step closer to achieving its 
plan to bring the building back 
into use as a community facility. 



The Sandfields pumping station building Members of the Lichfield Waterworks Trust with dignitaries 

David Moore, chairman of the probably don’t even realise that attached to the building, to be con- 
Lichfield Waterworks Trust, said: it is there.The people of the Black verted for community use. 

“The pumping engine is one of Country were among the hardest Mr Moore suggested that either 
the best examples of Black Coun- working people in the planet.” a community centre, cinema, or 
try iron work that I have ever Meanwhile there are plans for museum would be appropriate for 
seen. The people of Lichfield a more modern, 1960s extension this space. 


tributes after tragic 
death of cyclist Sean, 15 



Sean Purchase, aged 15 


THE family of a schoolboy 
who died after being knocked 
off his bike have paid a heart¬ 
felt tribute to the ‘strongest 
person anyone could meet’. 

Sean Purchase, aged 15, spent 
weeks in hospital after he was hit 
by a car in Great Barr but died 
last Monday. 

His family paid an emotional tribute 
and said their lives would never be the 
same. Sean, from Great Barr, was rid¬ 
ing along Wandsworth Road when he 
was hit by a grey Vauxhall Astra near 
to the junction of Bandywood Road on 
February 2. 

Members of the public battled to try 
and save the schoolboy’s life after the 


crash. A quick-thinking driver used 
his van to shield the injured boy from 
further harm. 

Sean suffered a cardiac arrest at the 
scene and a woman performed CPR 
until a police officer, who was in the 
area at the time, was able to take over. 

An ambulance, paramedic area sup¬ 
port officer and a trauma doctor ar¬ 
rived at the scene and between them 
the medics managed to restart Sean’s 
heart. He was then taken to Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital in a very se¬ 
rious condition under police escort for 
intensive treatment. 

Today his family said in a statement: 
“Sean was the strongest person any¬ 
one could meet and we are so proud 
of him and have been truly blessed to 
have him in our lives. Life will never 


be the same for all his family and 
friends however his kind nature and 
awesome sense of humour will never 
leave our hearts. 

“As a family we would like to thank 
everyone for their kind words and sup¬ 
port at this devastating time.” 

Great Barr councillor Jon Hunt said: 
“It is a tragedy for someone so young 
to be taken in this way. It is a horrible 
thing to happen and my thoughts are 
with the family.” 

The driver stopped at the scene and 
is helping police with enquiries. Of¬ 
ficers are appealing for any witnesses 
who have not yet come forward to 
contact PC Damian Gibson at the Col¬ 
lision Investigation Unit on: 101 ext 
843 6056 or by emailing fl_collision_in- 
vest@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 



Sandwell 

■*ageuK 



Lunch Club and Day Care Centre 

An opportunity to meet up have a two course lunch, socialise and have some 
laughs. We meet every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at Age UK Sandwell 
Day Centre, la Beeches Road, West Bromwich B70 6QE. 0121 525 2499. Day 
trips, bingo, quizzes and chair based exercise. Transport provided if you live 
in Sandwell and FREE taster sessions available. 



To secure a place, please call us on 

0121 5252499 

or email daycare@ageuksandwell.org.uk 

Registered charity number 1080517 


THE GREAT SPRING DOLL t TEDDY FAR 

SUNDAY 19th MARCH 

Open 10.30 - 4pm 

The National Motorcycle Museum 

(Junction 6 M42) Birmingham 


Up to 90 quality stands of dolls, bears and related juvenilia 



FREE PARKING 


ADMISSION £4 CHILDREN FREE 

For further information contact Debbie Woodhouse 07973 760881 


FREE 

Hotel Stay 

and up to 

£50 cashback 

when you buy 
2 or more 16"+ 
Goodyear tyres.* 


aMm only 


HiQ easy 


GOODpYEAR 


205/55R16 91V 
215/55R16 97W XL. 
205/50R17 93W XL. 
215/50R17 95W XL. 

225/45R17 91Y. 

225/50R17 98W XL.. 
225/40R18 92Y XL 
245/40R18 97YXL... 


Performance tyres 

EfficientGrip Performance.... 68.99 
.EfficientGrip Performance.. 111.99 
EfficientGrip Performance.. 112.99 
EfficientGrip Performance.. 125.99 

Eagle FI Asymmetric 3. 91.99 

.EfficientGrip Performance.. 125.99 

Eagle FI Asymmetric 3. 106.99 

.Eagle FI Asymmetric 3. 138.99 


GZII-KEn 

Performance tyres 

175/65R14 R2T. 

. Falken SN832. 

. 48.99 

185/55R15 86V XL.. Falken ZE914. 

. 60.99 

195/50R15 82V .... 

..Falken ZE914. 

. 51.99 

195/60R15 88V .... 

..Falken ZE914. 

. 58.99 

195/65R15 91V .... 

..Falken ZE914. 

. 54.99 

205/55R16 91V .... 

..Falken ZE914. 

. 55.99 

PLEASE CALL US IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT LISTED. 


New Mill Street, 
Dudley, DY2 8PB 


812 Wolverhampton Road, 
Oldbury, B69 4RY 


Mon-Fri 08.30-17.30 f HiQEasyTyreMidlands 

Saturdays 08.30. 16.00 * @HiQEasy Ty r e Tyres & Autocare 

Tyres Exhausts Brakes Batteries Servicing MOTs 


*Terms and conditions apply. Please see in-store for full details. Prices shown are sale prices. Subject to availability. Call to avoid disappointment and for other tyre sizes nc 
shown. **Discount applied to VOSA recommended retail price of £54.85 class 4 passenger vehicles up to 8 seats. Offers end Sunday 30th April 2017 while stocks last. 
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Putting 
towns in 
the frame 

WORKSHOPS to create 
framed and mounted art¬ 
work, covering the theme 
of ‘what your town means 
to you’ have got under way, 
with an event due in Tip- 
ton. 

Cradley Heath Creative 
is holding the sessions 
across the Sandwell Bor¬ 
ough, and hopes that work 
will be exhibited around all 
six towns at a later date. 

The sessions kicked off 
at Brasshouse Community 
Centre, Smethwick, last 
Saturday and continue on 
March 18 at Oak House 
Museum, West Bromwich, 
11am to 3pm; March 19 
at Haden Hill House, Cra¬ 
dley Heath, 11am to 3pm; 
March 22 at Coneygre 
Youth Arts Centre, Tipton, 
4.30pm to 7.30pm; March 
23 at Wednesbury Museum 
and Art Gallery, 11am to 
3pm and March 25 at Old¬ 
bury Library, 11am to 3pm. 

Appeal to 
find family 

THE coroner for the Black 
Country is trying to trace 
the family members of an 
83-year-old man who died 
recently. Anthony Lleweli- 
yn Francis died on Febru¬ 
ary 27. He died at his home 
in Lome Street, Tipton. 

The coroner is now 
appealing for those who 
are related to Mr Francis 
to call coroner’s officer 
Wendy Plummer on 0121 
569 6990. 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Miracle baby Savannah is 
home with her parents 



Claire and Robert Payne-Cooper with their daughter Savannah, who was born 11 weeks premature 


THE proud parents of a baby girl who was born 
11 weeks premature have organised a special 
fundraiser in Tipton in a bid to thank the medical 
staff who looked after her. 

Robert and Claire Payne-Cooper are overjoyed as they 
were finally given the all-clear to bring their daughter 
Savannah home from hospital. 


Doctors had warned that 
Savannah might not make 
it when she was born on No¬ 
vember 1, 2016 - nearly three 
months before her due date - 
weighing just one pound five 
ounces. 

After being told during a 
28-week check-up their baby 
was not developing as normal, 
Claire, a 34-year-old family 
support worker and her hus¬ 
band, Robert, 35, a retail su¬ 
pervisor, were dealt another 
blow when doctors said there 
was a high chance they could 
lose Savannah. 

But thankfully that was not 
to be the case as, despite still 
needing oxygen, Savannah 
now weighs four pounds and is 
back at home in Lyndale Road, 
Netherton, with her loving 
parents. Claire said: “When we 
were told by a doctor that she 
may not make it, it absolutely 
destroyed us. It cut us in two, 
but not long after that she was 
born. She is back home now 
and it is wonderful to have her 


By Jordan Harris 

here. We were in hospital for 
11 weeks. She keeps us on our 
toes but we are so happy and 
she is getting stronger all the 
time.” 

Now the couple are planning 
to thank staff at Russell’s Hall 
Hospital, New Cross Hospital 
and Birmingham Women’s 
Hospital by raising money at 
a charity event. They have 
organised a fun day at Brook 
Street Community Centre, in 
Tipton, on April 2. The couple 
have also already raised £518. 

Claire said: “Staff did so 
much for us, we just want to 
thank them any way we can. 
They were there for us as 
people too. They helped us 
keep calm. If I could give one 
piece of advice to any parents 
in a similar situation to us, it 
would be: Don’t lose faith in 
that baby. They are fighters. 
That’s something I have seen 
for myself.” 


Estate takes 
shape on old 
hospital site 



New housing on the site 


IT was once home to a Black 
Country hospital - but the site 
now looks unrecognisable as the 
first stage of a housing develop¬ 
ment nears completion. 

Homes have sprung up on the 
former Guest Hospital base in 
Dudley where more than 150 
properties will be built to trans¬ 
form the Tipton Road site, near 
the Black Country Living Mu¬ 
seum. 

The first phase of the devel¬ 
opment is expected to be com¬ 
pleted by the end of this month. 
A plush, modern-looking housing 
estate has already taken shape, 
while elsewhere the first bricks 
are being laid on other properties 
and diggers remain at work. 

Developers Wates Living Space 
Homes is working alongside Dud¬ 
ley Council and the Homes and 
Communities Agency to overhaul 
the site. The scheme has been 
named Butler’s Crescent in trib¬ 
ute to the renowned Black Coun¬ 
try architect, Albert Thomas 
Butler, who was responsible for 
modifications to the previous hos¬ 
pital building. 

A total of 39 of the 157 homes 
will be council properties and 21 
have been built as part of the first 
phase of the development. 

The overall scheme is due to 
be finished in 2019. Much of the 
hospital site will be demolished, 
though some buildings will re¬ 
main and be refurbished. 



FurnitureClinic 

Leather Care & 

Repair Specialists 


Professional cleaning, repair & 
restoration service for all items of 
leather,fabric and wood. 


LEATHER CLEANING & RESTORATION 


CONTRACT & COMMERCIAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


RE-UPHOLSTERY 
FRAME REPAIRS 


SPRING REPAIRS 
STITCH REPAIRS 


Items can be repaired in home or larger jobs can be taken back to 
our workshop. We cover the West Midlands including Birmingham, 
Dudley. Wolverhampton, Worcester and Walsall, offering excellent 
service to our business and domestic clients. 





www.furnitureclinic.co.uk 


Unit 23, Bloomfield Park, 
Bloomfield Road,Tipton DY4 9AH 

Tel: 0121 274 0335 07436 816975 


Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8XA 

0121 520 4200 07756 578 028 




SPECIALISTS 





Unit 2, Tibbington Works, Unit 2 High Street, Tipton UY4 9HE 


> 


i vRT RESPRAYS 


.Tel: 0121 557 0304 
llVIob: 07870 617014 


WILL AND PROBATE SERVICES 


Will writing is our speciality! 
Have you done yours lately? 

Call us now on 
08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com 
Web: www.adcocks.com 


A 


adcocks 

Wills & Estates| Commerdal 
Leasehold Reform | Property 



Beautiful 

bathrooms at 
affordable prices 




Visit our bathroom 
. showroom. Now I 
open to the publicl 


Providing - \ 
Building Landscaping 1 
& Plumbing Materials 


r 



STAFFORDSHIRE 

BUILDERS SUPPLIES 

0121 556 0496 

Bag nail Street, Ocker Hill 
Tipton DY4 OEQ 

www.staffordshirebuilders.co.uk 


























































































Furious traders dub gas 
works 'final nail in coffin' 


INDEPENDENT business owners 
have blasted gas works on a Black 
Country high street as ‘the final nail 
in the coffin’, after they have seen a 
dramatic fall in customers as a re¬ 
sult. 

Affected retailers say Cradley 
Heath High Street has been dug up 
further along the road than they 
were told it would be in notices, and 
that it is lasting longer than origi¬ 
nally planned. 

The owner of a card shop called it 
‘diabolical’ and said the work has hit 
the usual rush around Valentine’s 
Day and Mother’s Day. 

Also up in arms about the work is 
62-year-old Ken Ball, who has seen 
a noticeable drop in customers at his 
specialist brewing shop Brewmon- 
key Homebrew. 

He said: “The National Grid gave 
a leaflet to traders on Cradley Heath 


High Street detailing the timing and 
extent of the proposed road closures 
due to gas works on High Street and 
Prince Street. 

“Now without any consultation 
they have changed their plans and 
moved further up the High Street, 
causing disruption and financial loss 
that the traders have not been able 
to plan for.” 

Next door Marva Innis, 64, who 
has run her womenswear and ac¬ 
cessory shop Marva’s for the past 
decade, said: “It is the final nail in 
the coffin. 

Yet a spokesman from Sandwell 
Council said they understood that 
work is due to finish on March 31. 

There has been additional con¬ 
fusion as a sign by the roadworks 
states it would last four weeks, 
whereas the leaflet handed out to 
businesses said eight. 



Parlour sprinkles 
centre with jobs 

A NEW dessert parlour has opened at New Square Shop¬ 
ping Centre in West Bromwich creating 20 new jobs. 

Sprinkles Gelato opened its doors last Wednesday. 

The parlour’s arrival will create 20 new jobs locally, 
across a range of full and part-time positions. 

Steve Burr, Centre Manager at New Square com¬ 
ments: “We’re truly delighted with this latest newcomer 
to New Square. Having an ice cream parlour will really 
help shoppers step into spring! Along with Turquoise 
Kitchen & Bar, Sprinkles adds yet another dimension to 
our food and drink offering, making the centre an even 
more compelling destination.” 

Rashidul Islam, Business Development Manager at 
Sprinkles Gelato adds: “We are delighted to be opening 
our newest store in New Square, West Bromwich. This 
will be our first store in the area, so we’re looking for¬ 
ward to bringing the Sprinkles Gelato experience to the 
people of West Bromwich and surrounding areas.” 

Sprinkles Gelato is a family owned business that 
opened its first store in Portswood, Southampton in 
September 2012 and since then has grown to 15 stores. 
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Transgender 
fell runner 
jailed after 
stabbing 


A FORMER champion fell-runner has started 
an 18-year jail term for a “frenzied” knife at¬ 
tack on an athletics official. 

Lauren Jeska, a transgender athlete from Powys, 
left Ralph Knibbs with life-threatening stab injuries 
after taking two knives to his office at Birming¬ 


ham’s Alexander Stadium 

Sentencing Jeska, aged 
42, of Machynlleth, Judge 
Simon Drew QC said her 
crime had been a “cool, cal¬ 
culated attack” which had 
been “wholly unprovoked”. 

Two of Mr Knibbs’ col¬ 
leagues were also injured 
after tackling Jeska as she 
launched what prosecutors 
called a “frenzied” assault. 

Jeska had previously ad¬ 
mitted attempting to mur¬ 
der former Bristol Rugby 
Club centre Mr Knibbs, who 
was UK Athletics’ head of 
human resources. 

On March 22 last year, 
she drove from her home to 
Birmingham, calmly sign¬ 
ing herself in at the office, 
before arming herself with 
two large kitchen knives she 
had concealed in a rucksack. 

She then strode into the 
open-plan UK Athletics 
office, following the recep¬ 
tionist and seeking out Mr 
Knibbs before launching 
a bloody assault in which 
she repeatedly rained blows 
down on his head and neck. 

Skewer 

One eyewitness said Jeska 
looked “as though she were 
trying to skewer meat”. 

Opening the case, Rich¬ 
ard Atkins QC, said: “The 
defendant is a transgender 
athlete in dispute with UK 
Athletics about eligibility to 
compete as a male athlete. 

“She had not provided the 
relevant samples to her tes¬ 
tosterone levels and other 
relevant documentation.” 

As a result, her racing re¬ 
sults had been declared null 
and void, the court heard. 

The week before the at¬ 
tack, Mr Knibbs had gone 
to meet Jeska at her home 
to discuss the “long-term” 
issue with the sporting gov¬ 
erning body. 

Mr Atkins added that fol¬ 
lowing the incident, Jeska 
told a psychiatrist “she fan¬ 
tasised about going to the 
Alexander Stadium and kill¬ 
ing all of the staff’. 

Describing the attack, the 
prosecution barrister said: 
“Office CCTV captured 
what can only be described 
as a frenzied attack. 


in March last year. 



Victim - Ralph Knibbs 


“She lunged and attacked 
him about the head and 
neck area using both knives, 
making repeated attempts 
to stab him.” 

Mr Knibbs was caught 
“completely off-guard”, with 
the 52-year-old recalling the 
sight of his own blood. 

Mr Knibbs himself told 
the court the “traumatic, 
life-changing experience” 
had robbed him of his inde¬ 
pendence, with long-term 
nerve damage suffered both 
in the attack and by nec¬ 
essary life-saving surgery 
afterwards. He had also 
suffered a stroke during the 
assault, resulting in partial 
permanent sight-loss. 

Jeska, who gave no reac¬ 
tion to the sentence, was 
handed concurrent jail 
terms after also previously 
admitting two counts of 
assaulting Mr Knibbs’ col¬ 
leagues and carrying knives 
in public. She was given 
an extended licence of five 
years, to be served after her 
release. 



HOVIS 


PayPoint 


\man 


ONE STOP 

WORKING WITH 
CITY ROAD 
POST OFFICE 


Come and visit the team, we're open 
early until late, 7 days a week 
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Colour in 
the garden 
helps set 
the mood 

Award-winning garden designer 
Tom Massey tells Hannah Ste¬ 
phenson how colour in the garden 
can alter your mood, ease nega¬ 
tive emotions and lift spirits 

A SPIRAL of colour is the theme top designer Tom 
Massey has taken on in his latest show garden which 
displays the way gardens can enhance your mood and 
help your wellbeing. 

Research shows the therapeutic value and feeling of 
wellbeing that people get from gardening, according to 
Thrive, the charity that uses gardening to help people 
living with disabilities or ill health, or are vulnerable or 
isolated. But colour can also make an impact. 

Massey, 31, was inspired 
by zen gardens and Japanese 
designs to come up with his 
Perennial Sanctuary Garden 
- to be shown at the RHS 
Hampton Court Flower Show 
in July - and has done much 
research on how the colour 
and form of plants can change 
your mood. 

At the outer edge of his 
showpiece, the vibrant red col¬ 
ours represent the inner chaos 
that can come from being at 
crisis point. 

As the visitor takes the jour¬ 
ney into the garden following a winding gravel path, 
sounds from outside the garden fade. 

The planting becomes taller and more immersive 
and the colour scheme moves through stimulating yel¬ 
lows and oranges to more restful purples, blues and 
finally, pure green. 

Towards the middle of the design the planting is 
simplified, leading to a calm sanctuary at the centre 
of the garden. 

Here the planting changes to a single species of tow¬ 
ering bamboo that screens the outside world, creating 
a safe haven and place for peaceful reflection, hidden 
from view. 

But you don’t have to create a show garden to gener¬ 
ate a positive atmosphere in your outside space. 

The use of a particular palette to generate a mood 
can be replicated in many gardens, according to Mas¬ 
sey. 

“Red is a very stimulating colour - it’s eye-catching, 
it can mean passion, danger and warning, but ulti¬ 
mately it’s an exciting colour,” says Massey, who uses 
Sanguisorba ‘Tanna’, Crocosmia ‘Hellfire’ and Pani- 
cum virgatum ‘Shenandoah’ 
to energise and uplift in his 
own show garden. 

“Red comes to the fore if 
you want a vibrant bed.” 

Orange hues spark enthu¬ 
siasm, fascination, happiness 
and creativity, combining the 
energy of red and the happi¬ 
ness of yellow. 

If you prefer an orange pal¬ 
ette, you might try Achillea 
millefolium ‘Terracotta’ and 
Kniphofia uvaria ‘Nobilis’. 

Yellow is the colour of sun¬ 
shine, associated with joy, 
happiness and intellect and produces a warming effect, 
arousing cheerfulness and stimulating mental activity, 
says Massey. 

It’s an optimistic, positive colour and plants in this 
band include Helianthus annuus and Inula helenium. 
Purple is associated with wisdom and dignity. 

Plants in this band include Veronicastrum virgin- 
icum ‘Fascination’ and Miscanthus ‘Purpurascens’. 
Lilac and lavender shades also have a restful quality. 

Blue is often associated with depth and stability, 
symbolising trust, loyalty, wisdom, confidence and 
calm. 

Plants in this band include Panicum virgatum 
‘Heavy Metal’ and Phlox ‘Blue Paradise’. 

Bright colours tend to look more vibrant in sunny 
settings, while blue and green palettes can flourish in 
semi-shaded areas, creating a cool, calm atmosphere. 

At the centre of Massey’s garden, is the screen of 
towering bamboo. 

The colour palette is pure green, the colour of na¬ 
ture, representing growth, harmony, freshness, stabil¬ 
ity and endurance. 

Green has healing power, it is the most restful colour 
for the human eye and it has strong emotional corre¬ 
spondence with safety and sanctuary. 

“Different forms and textures can be visually excit¬ 
ing and stimulating, but if you have one single species 
it can create a calming, restful environment,” says 
Massey. 

:: The Perennial Sanctuary Garden will be shown at 
the RHS Hampton Court Flower Show from July 3 to 
9. 





Iris can bring a dash of 
colour to flower beds 


BEST OF THE BUNCH - Dwarf iris 

THE miniature rockery iris, I. reticulata, grows 
to just 10cm and brightens up scree beds and 
containers, its flowers in shades of blue with yel¬ 
low inner markings or orange splashes, emerg¬ 
ing before the grassy tufts of leaves around 30cm 
high. Plant the bulbs at twice their own depth in 
late autumn in a well-drained, sunny spot, add¬ 
ing grit to the soil to help drainage. Good va¬ 
rieties include I. ‘Harmony’, which bears deep 
velvety blue flowers with yellow lines, and ‘Blue 
Note’, which is violet blue with feather white 
markings. I. ‘Katharine Hodgkin’ is another to 
look out for, with its light blue flowers with rich 
yellow tongues and a maroon fleck. 

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT - Early veg 
If you want to steal a march on summer, start 
sowing some delicious crops in your soil border in 
your greenhouse now and you should be harvest¬ 
ing them long before some of your neighbours. 
You shouldn’t go far wrong if you sow produce 
which is going to remain under cover thoughout 
its life. Vegetables such as French beans, carrots 
and baby beetroot are great for this and you’ll be 
harvesting them much earlier than you would 


outside. Check on the seed packet that you have 
a greenhouse variety. With climbing beans, sow 
two bean seeds per pot and place them on green¬ 
house staging in a frost-free greenhouse. When 
they have filled their pots with roots, plant them 
20cm apart in the greenhouse border enriched 
with organic matter and put in a stake between 
each plant. Make sure you save space for later 
crops such as tomatoes, which can be planted 
in late April or May. Baby root vegetables and 
salad crops including radishes, spinach and let¬ 
tuce, can also be sown thinly in the greenhouse 
border. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK 

:: Harden off autumn-sown cauliflowers which 
have been overwintered in frames 

:: Regularly check late potatoes you have in 
store. As sprouts appear, rub them out 

:: In mild, dry conditions, plant out polyanthus 
:: Tidy up pansies and violas in hanging bas¬ 
kets and containers as they come into life for 
spring 

:: Top dress permanent plantings in tubs 
:: Clean watering cans, seed trays and pots for 
the season ahead 


Moving on towards spring 
from remnants of Doris 



ROSS 

UNDERWOOD 


1 Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall 



I RECALL having a conversation 
with another gardener earlier 
this month. We were remarking 
on how mild the past winter had 
been. 

But this was in January and we both 
agreed that we could not count on a 
lucky escape as February was still to 
come. 

February storms seem to have become a 
norm and the most recent, Doris, was no 
exception. 

The beginning of March brings a kind of 
cabin fever to gardeners . 

They just want to get out there and get on 
with a bit of an early weeding, soil improve¬ 
ment, seed sowing or the multitude of other 
tasks which are needed. 

One task that I try never to neglect at 
this time is to re-pot containerised shrubs 
which live year round in their container. 

If they become too congested then it is 
easy for potted shrubs to languish and then 
fade. 

Shrubs such as camellias should be lifted 
and handled carefully so as not to damage 
the buds that they are carrying. 

Tease 

Try to tease out the more fibrous roots 
and knock off as much old compost as pos¬ 
sible. 

You can use secateurs to prune away 
some of the thickest and most woody ones 
so as to leave room for the thinner feeding 
roots that will regrow in the pot. 

When you put it back in its home make 
sure that you water the new compost in so 
that it settles around the root ball without 
leaving any air gaps that could lead to the 
plant drying out. 

You should protect the new plants from 
getting blown over by the wind before they 
have gotten a secure purchase in their new 
home. 

Sometimes it is no good, we get beaten by 
the weather whatever our intentions. 

That is when it is nice to do two things. 

The first is to settle down with some good 
gardening books. 

I have read three recently that have kept 
my attention and that I would recommend 
to you. 

The first is by Michael and Anne Hesel- 
tine (yes THAT Michael Heseltine) and is 
entitled “Thenford” after the garden that 
he and his wife have created. 

It is a large coffee table sized book, cer¬ 
tainly not one to carry around. 

However, it is worth sitting down with 
as the writing is really very good and the 
images are excellent. 

It is always nice to peer into the gardens 
of the great and the good to see what they 
have got that we can’t have in our own gar¬ 
den. 

There is always a vicarious thrill for good 


gardeners in seeing something grown well. 

My next recommendations cross the At¬ 
lantic to the USA which is home to some 
excellent gardens and in which Chanticleer 
is among the most renowned. 

I first read about it elsewhere but a recent 
book about it was on my Christmas list. 

Magical 

The book is rather pretentiously titled 
“The Art of Gardening”. 

But as you read on it seems not far from 
the truth. 

The gardeners at Chanticleer use plants 


to as set designer do on stage to conjure 
magical effects. 

Finally, my last choice for a wet weather 
read is titled “The New York Botanical Gar¬ 
den” and is a celebration of that institution 
and a history of the rise and fall of its for¬ 
tunes until the present day. 

Since Frederick Law Olmstead designed 
Central Park and more recently with the 
creation of the High Line, New York has 
been an inspirational city in the creation 
of public green spaces though the Botanical 
Garden has been comparatively overlooked. 

Perhaps this book will put right that 


omission? It is worth a read in any case. 

My final tip for a windy or wet evening 
is to seek out your local gardening club or 
horticultural society. 

Many hold excellent winter lectures by 
local or visiting gardeners though a good 
many have suffered a decline in member¬ 
ship. 

You might be just what these groups are 
looking for! 

Who knows, you could swap a few garden¬ 
ing books around. 

Cheer up - its almost looking like spring 
out there! 





















R.S.A. Builders 

All general building 
work undertaken 


• Extensions • Rewiring 

• Refurbishments • Plumbing 

• Electrical Installations • Central Heating 


0121 520 4020 
07831 300321 


JOB DONE 
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\fle can get lf - 

2.99) 1 

Swift cards & top up 
available 

• General DIY, gardening and 
household products 

• Dry cleaning service 

• Pet supplies 

• Rug doctor hire (24 hr rental from £2 

• Key cutting service (Latch keys only) 

149 Castle Rd West, Oldbury, B68 0EL 
0121 423 4118 



Vertical Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


\ 
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Rear of 64 High Street | West Bromwich | Wist Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 


ubhi’s 


KITCHENS & FURNITURE 


TTi 


OPEN 

HOUSE 




MASSIVE 

KITCHEN SALE 


NOWON 

UP TO 60% OFF 


CERTAIN 

RANGES 


21 


Introductory 

20% off 

Open House 
Kitchens Until 
March 22nd 


DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG.Tel: 0121 557 7222 
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OOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Scarecrow 
Twin Pack 


From £15.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


These charming scarecrows 
Florence and Fred will help 
protect seedlings, plants 
and flowers without the 
use of harmful chemicals. 
Mounted on a bamboo pole 
choose from the 6ft and 
3.6ft options. 

The traditional corn hands, 
feet and hair rustle in the 
breeze deterring unwanted 
visitors. We recommend 
storing them over the winter 
to maximise their lifespan. 
D4454 6ft Scarecrow 
pack £19.99 Was £49.99 
D9461 3.6ft Scarecrow 
pack £15.99 Was £39.99 



Garden 

Kneeler 


Only £16.99 plus £4.95 P&P 



Take the strain out of 
gardening with this 
comfy garden kneeler. 
Its robust steel tubing 
frame with a raised, 
soft kneeling platform 
of polypropylene foam, 
and arms at just the 
right height will assist 
you in getting back up 
without causing back 
strain. For those jobs 
where you need a little 
extra height, just turn 
the kneeler over for a 
comfy seat or handy 
step. Ideal for both 
garden and DIY jobs, 
the garden kneeler folds 
flat for easy storage. 
Approximate width 
58.5cm (23ins). 

D7428 Garden kneeler 




From £79.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


The innovative design of this lightweight aluminium 
telescopic ladder makes it a must for every home. It is 
ideal for a range of interior and exterior uses including 
roof and loft access, window cleaning, gutter clearing, 
painting and decorating. To extend, simply pull out 
each rung and they lock securely into place. When 
collapsing, simply use the safe two handed release 
buttons to release the ladder one step at a time. There 
are three options available: the 2.6m length ladder 
weighs just 6.7kg and collapses down to measure 75 
x 46.5 x 7cm, the 3.2m length ladder weighs 10.4kg 
and collapses down to measure L90 x W47 x D8cm, 
the 3.8m length ladder weighs just 11kg and collapses 
down to measure just 87 x 48 x 9cm. 

Maximum weight load is 150kg. 

G0014 2.6m Telescopic Ladder, 

£79.99 Was £149.99 
G0015 3.2m Telescopic Ladder, 

£99.99 Was £169.99 
G0016 3.8m Telescopic Ladder, 

£109.99 Was £199.99 

Collapses down to a 
comfortable carrying size 


Aluminium 

Telescopic 

Ladder 



Only £79.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Electric Pole 


This multi-function 600W chainsaw allows you to 
trim even the tallest of branches with ease. With a 
standard working height of 2.3 metres, simply add 
the additional handle to extend your working height 
to 2.9 metres. The angle of the chainsaw can be 
adjusted through 45 degrees and turned on and off 
with a simple press and release of the trigger. 

With a shoulder strap for comfortable operation at 
the longest extension. The chainsaw can be easily 
transformed into a normal chainsaw in seconds. 
With a cutting width of 
25cm, and weighing 
just 3.7kg the 
chainsaw separates 
for easy storage 
when not in use. 

Ear protectors and 
an extension lead 
are also available 
D5942 Electric 
Pole Chainsaw 
D8270 15m 
Extension Lead 
£16.99 
D6545 Ear 
Protectors 
£11.99 


Garden 

Sear 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

70819 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 05th December 2016 and 05th March 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


| RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (70819), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

! Address_ Postcode 


I Email_ Tel, (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i irTTTii i i i 1 1 i~i i i i i i 1 22 m/m 2 ?m/m ssa rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZES 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

E4.95/E3.95 


















































































INSIDE 


WAGGON 8c HORSES 



FOSTERS £2 A PINT 

GUEST ALES 




SHOWN LIVE ALL WEEK 


INCLUDING XV) ^ , , d p a aVriSlsDav ,, ffX 
BATNRMS Guinness £2.50 a plnl 



10p back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 

Real Ale Public House Church Street. Oldbury B69 3AD M^JHIH , 
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■elcome to 

Imbleytravel] 
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APR 10-14 PAIGNTON-HOTEL BONAIR 

APR 17-21 ST. IVES -COTTAGE HOTEL.£285 HB 

MAY 14-18 ISLE OF MAN - CHESTERHOUSE HOTEL.£425 HB 

MAY 15-19 WEYMOUTH - FAIRHAVEN HOTEL.£325 HB 

MAY 15-19 EASTBOURNE - CUMBERLAND HOTEL.£285 HB 

MAY 29-JUN 2 WARNERS HOLME LACY.£395 HB 

JUN 5-9 LLANDUDNO-FOUR OAKS HOTEL.£279 HB 

JUN12-16 SOUTHSEA - ROYAL BEACH HOTEL.£375 HB 

JUN 17-24 


SKEGNESS-SAVOY HOTEL.., 


...£419 HB 


JUN 18-24 
JUN 18-24 
JUN 19-23 
JUN 19-23 

JUL 2-8 
JUL4-8 
JULIO-14 
JULIO-14 


JERSEY-MAYFAIR HOTEL.£479 HB 

GREAT YARMOUTH-NEW BEACH HOTEL.£389 HB 

CRICCIETH- LION HOTEL.£339 HB 

TORQUAY-DERWENT HOTE.£325 HB 

(DRINKS INCLUSIVE) 

ISLE OF WIGHT-SHANKLIN HOTEL.£415 HB 

LLANDUDNO-TYNEDALE HOTEL.£339 HB 

BRIDLINGTON-MONARCH HOTEL.£299 HB 

TORQUAY - BELGRAVE SANDS HOTEL & SPA.£365 HB 


Tel: 01902 789723 or 0121 3690233 

^ Web: ww.w. p I i mb I e yt ra ve I rcoi u ki 

JZ ANTIQUE COLLECTORS V, 

▼ & VINTAGE FAIR 

UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 

(SAT NAV STM 8BD) A518 / A38 / SIGNPOSTED A50 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
11TH & 12TH MARCH 2017 

100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 

N ANTIQUE FORUM 

01782 393660/07921659798 
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is Heaven for Emeli 


S he started out on the 
sidelines. Emeli Sande 
spend the early part of her 
career writing hits for other 
performers. After teaming 
up with producer/writer 
Shahid Khan, aka Naughty Boy, she 
worked on tracks for Alesha Dixon, 
Chipmunk, Professor Green, Devlin, 
Preeya Kalidas, Cheryl Cole, and Tinie 
Tempah. 

“I was doing a show in London for IXtra and I met this 
guy called Naughty Boy. We got in the studio and we 
clicked work wise. We just started writing, not necessarily 
for me, we just thought ‘let’s write a pop tune’ and 
experiment. And we wrote the Chipmunk track and I 
thought nothing of it. Naughty Boy sent it off to Chipmunk 
who really liked it and wrote his stuff around it.” 

Sande, however, hankered to be centre stage, rather 
than in the wings. And her big break came in 2011 when 
she released her debut single, Heaven. Soon, she was 
at the top of the charts as Read All About It gave her her 
first number one hit and she won a BRIT Award for British 
Breakthrough Act before being flown out to the USA to 
perform at the White House for President Obama. 

TURMOIL 

Sande, who plays the 02 Academy in Birmingham on 
Sunday, had great expectations to live up to when she 
released her second album last year. And while Long Live 
The Angels couldn’t quite match up to her seven-times 
debut, Our Version of Events, it reached number two on 
the chart and earned a gold disc. 

“We’ve been doing a lot of album promotion, radio 
and TV, packed a lot in. So it’s been a bit busy, but all 
quite fun. Hopefully it was worth it.” 

But while Sande has enjoyed remarkable success in 
her professional life, it’s taken a toll on her personal 
life. Her ten year-relationship with Adam Gouraguine, 
the marine biologist she started dating at 17 and 
married in 2012, floundered and ended in divorce 
after a year. 

That break-down was the catalyst for 
Long Life The Angels, which Sande 
wrote to process the turmoil. 

“I knew I had put so much on 
pause. Travelling around you do 
that. You put your personal life 
on hold, so I knew I had to take 
time off to know myself and 
what I wanted to do. Towards 
the end of last year I felt 
ready to get out there and 
show the music. 

“I didn’t feel pressure 
from the outside. When I 
write I take myself away 
and surround myself with 
friends and musicians, 
people I love, so any 
pressure comes from me, 
nitpicking and making 
it right. I wanted to make 
something that was worth four 
years out and reflected what 
those years of growth were for 
me. I wanted to tell a story of 
survival, that was very honest 
about the lows and the highs. 

I wanted to say you can get 
through it and find self-love, 
which I found towards the end, 
that’s the message.” 

Sande’s new record tracks 
her journey through trauma 
to solitude, from optimism to 
celebration. 

“I feel like the last four 
years changed me. I’m much 
more realistic in my view of the 
world and my place in it. I have 
grown up a lot. Before I shied 
away from being independent 


Emeli Sande takes centre stage at| 
Birmingham 02 Academy on Sunday 









and having responsibilities 
and being a grown up. As 
long as you do your job 
writing songs, everything 
is done for you, which is 
amazing, but I needed 
to learn grown up skills 
and develop knowledge 
and independence, self- 
awareness and identity. Now 
I’m more confident in what 
I want to say. It’s a cliche, 
but it’s about understanding 
yourself and your identity. 
Over this time I stepped into 
womanhood and adulthood 
and understood the reality of 
life. I went on a crash course of 
life. It was a coming of age.” 
Sande has finally come to 
terms with the whirlwind 
• nature of her success. 
Though she had hoped 
her solo work would be successful, 
even she was taken aback. 

“Before my first album came out, 

I wrote with Alicia Keys. She kind of 
became a big sister. She’d be like, ‘You 
have to schedule personal time’. Because 
I wasn’t that busy, I was like, Well, you’re 
Alicia Keys — but that probably doesn’t 
apply to me. Now looking back, I’m like, 
Okay, that’s why she said it. Even if it 
feels weird scheduling it in, you have 
to make sure you do nothing. It’s so 
important that your family and the 
people you love have your attention, 
and you’re still involved in real life. 
“When a label gets involved, and 


I wanted to tell a 
story of survival, 
very honest about 
the highs and lows 


they want to push your music even to a bigger audience, 
you have to start keeping up with this pace. I think that 
unless you’re feeling very healthy — mind, body, and 
soul — you can’t get on that racetrack. You have to be so 
strong, and your personal life has to just be on the back 
burner. And for me, that was the part I didn’t really like. 

“There’s nothing I regret. [But] I did start to feel very 
tired. I didn’t have time to get better as an artist — and 
you have to live, to have something to write about. [I was] 
22, 23 when it all started, and those are such crucial 
years to get to know yourself, especially going from a girl 
to a woman. 

“I look up to Nina Simone, Janis Joplin, and Joni 
Mitchell, and the depth of their lyrics, you can tell they’d 
really been in love and they’d really experienced things. 

I wanted to do more than [make] something that was 
selling, I really wanted to make art. I wanted to get very 
deep. You know, I’d left medical school to do this. I’ve 
given up a career that would’ve been really special to me 
to do this, so I’ve got to do it properly.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
























































Heads Up for a new direction 


It’s easy to get the wrong impression 
about Warpaint, the Los Angeles- 
based rock band that have 
become an icon of indie cool and a 
touchstone for a new generation of 
women in rock. 

The band’s studio albums tend to 
emphasise moody atmospheres: gauzy 
keyboards, hypnotic harmonies and sinister 
grooves. 

Third studio album Heads Up, released last 
year, varies that template somewhat with its 
sinewy beats.The single New Song saw them 
flirting with pop. 

In concert, however, the potent quartet 
of vocalist/guitarist Emily Kokal, vocalist/ 


guitarist Theresa Wayman, bassist/ 
vocalist Jenny Lee Lindberg and drummer/ 
keyboardist Stella Mozgawa temper the 
moodiness with bumped-up tempos and high 
energy. 

Fans will get to experience that when 
Warpaint play Birmingham’s 02 Institute 
on Wednesday. Of course, confounding 
expectations has been part of Warpaint’s 
m.o. since the band formed in 2004. And so 
when the band convened to make Heads Up, 
they shared a common goal: to make a faster, 
dance-orientated record. 

“We’ve always had this really jammy, high- 
energy live show compared to some of our 
records,” Kokal says. “We all love to dance. 

“We didn’t want to take away from the 


emotion or the core feeling of what our band 
is all about, but we wanted to bump the 
speed up and have a little bit more fun.” 

“We definitely pay attention to detail and 
there is a lot going on in our music,” Wayman 
says. 

Warpaint spent only four months in the 
studio making Heads Up, the quickest they’ve 
ever made a record. 

“We have a tendency to over-marinate 
on certain ideas,” Mozgawa says. “There 
wasn’t a great deal of labouring over things 
or doing things a million different ways and 
overdubbing for months.” 

“I feel really proud of what we made,” 
says Lindberg. “I love the way that it came 
together so nicely.” 


No More Heroes, but 
Stranglers still fit bill 


Though propelled into the spotlight 
by punk rock, The Stranglers 
were always one of the more 
accomplished and musically credible 
New Wave bands of the 1970s. 

Their melodic rock sound, with swirling 
keyboards from Dave Greenfield and JJ 
Burnell’s distinctive rumbling bass, was tied 
to a fearsome live reputation. More than 40 
years on they can still out-rock bands less 
than half their age. 

The Men in Black’ are back on the 
road again this month and have a gig at 
Birmingham’s 02 Academy on Saturday 
night. 

Following the sell-out success of their 
Black and White Tour in March last year, 
the group will this time present the ‘Classic 
Collection’ to coincide with the planned re- 


release of the entire Stranglers studio album 
catalogue from the period 1977-82. 

With record-breaking sell-out shows 
and festival appearances throughout the 
world, public demand to hear and see The 
Stranglers has never been so high. 

Live dates so far on the tour suggest 
fans can expect such early favourites as 
Dagenham Dave, Sometimes, Peaches, Nice 
‘n’ Sleazy, Grip and Down In The Sewer, 
alongside chart hits Skin Deep, Golden 
Brown and No More Heroes. 

Lead singer Hugh Cornwell left the band in 
1990 and now The Stranglers, after a 16-year 
stint by Paul Roberts, are on to third lead 
singer, Baz Warne, formerly of Smalltown 
Heroes. 

The Stranglers will also be bringing along 
special guests as the legendary Ruts DC, 
forever punk heroes for Babylon’s Burning 
and In A Rut, will provide the support. 



Other major 
concerts over the next 

week include Brit Awards winner Emeli Sande 
bringing her Long Live The Angels tour to 
Birmingham 02 Academy on Sunday. That’s 
the night after the venue’s no3 room presents 
a seven-band bill topped by Wolverhampton’s 
Jump The Shark. 

On Thursday (March 23) pop star Oily Murs 
starts a three-night stint at the Genting Arena. 

Two top glam metal rock bands from 
the 1980s Hollywood scene are coming 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms. LA Guns 
are in concert on Saturday and Love/Hate 
on Thursday, in between rock fans can 
catch Finland’s Battle Beast, fronted by the 
formidable Noora Louhimo, on Wednesday. 

The Strawbs play Bilston’s Robin 2 on 
Wednesday and Paul Carrack has two nights 
at Symphony Hall on Friday and Saturday. 


Malkovich teetering 
on brink of madness 

The University of Birmingham Chorus 
and Symphony Orchestra are in 
concert at Birmingham Town Hall on 
Saturday. Their programme will include 
the sweeping majesty of Finlandia by 
Sibelius. i 

Other classic highlights include I 

Singalong with the CBSO as chorus 
and orchestra, conducted by Simon 
Haley, perform Mendelssohn’s Elijah 
on Sunday with tickets available to join 
the rehearsal that afternoon. 

Hollywood star John Malkovich plays 
a dictator teetering on the brink of madness, standing alone against 
the Symphony Hall organ, played by Martin Haselbock, in Just Call 
Me God! on Tuesday evening. 


Just gran-d as stage 
set tor Walliams' book 

Actor and comedian David Walliams is 
fast making a name for himself as a 
children’s author in the tradition of 
Roald Dahl and, one of his latest 
books to be adapted for the 
stage, Gangsta Granny, will be at 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
from Wednesday to Sunday. 

Young Ben is anticipating a 
diet of cabbage and boredom 
when sent to spend time with his 
gran, but is in for a big surprise. 

Produced by Birmingham Stage 
Company, the team behind the much-loved 
stage versions of Horrible Histories, fans of Walliams’ cheeky 
humour will no doubt delight in the transition from page to stage. 




Thriller Live 

& Historic York 


| Sat 15 April £99 | 


• Coach travel with reserved seating 
throughout 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our 
select hotel 

• Included visit to historic York 

• Free time in Leeds 

> Inclusive admission to the late afternoon 
performance of Thriller Live at the Grand 
Theatre, Leeds. 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Sat 8 Apr London & Star Wars Identities at the 02.£99 

Wed 26 Apr Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons.£139 

Dirty Dancing 8< Historic York.£129 

Professor Brian Cox - Live in Liverpool.£119 

Micky Flanagan - Live ib&bi.£119 

Sat 13 May The Commitments & Historic York.£119 

Sat 13 May Ken Dodd & Liverpool Special.£99 

The Crucible - Live In Manchester.£99 

Solid Silver 60's Tour 8< Liverpool.£119 

Harry Potter and The Philosopher's Stone - Live in Concert. £139 

Elvis World Tour - Live in Liverpool.£99 

Sat 20 May London & Star Wars Identities at the 02.£99 

Sat 20 May Million Dollar Quartet - Live in Manchester.. £99 

Sat 20 May Billy Elliot & Historic Chester.£139 


Sat 6 May 
Sat 6 May 
Fri 12 May 


Sat 13 May 
Sat 13 May 
Fri 19 May 
Fri 19 May 




Sports Breaks 


2 DAY SPORT BREAKS 
Sat 15 Apr 
Sat 13 May 
Sat 13 May 
Sat 20 May 
Sat 20 May 
Sat 27 May 
Sat 3 Jun 
Sat 10 Jun 
SatlJul 
Wed 2 Aug 
Sat 5 Aug 
Sat 5 Aug 
Sat 5 Aug 
Sat 12 Aug 


Liverpool & Haydock Races - Easter Special. £99 

Liverpool 8< Haydock Races.£99 

Women's FA Cup Final - Wembley ib&bi.£99 

FA Vase & FA Trophy Finals - Wembley m .£99 

British Touring Car Championship - Oulton Park.... £119 

Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Doncaster Races & York.£79 

London & Polo In The Park ib&bi.£119 

Liverpool 8< Chester Races.£99 

Manchester United Stadium Tour & Liverpool.... £99 

Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Doncaster Races & York.£79 

England v South Africa - Old Trafford.£129 

Liverpool & Haydock Races.£99 



| Thu 13 April 


• Coach travel 
throughout 

• Reserved seating 
throughout your break 1 

• One night dinner, bed & 
breakfast at our select hotel 

• A visit to Liverpool 

• Included admission to the Betway Premier 
League Darts at the Liverpool Echo Arena. 


Explore Europe Explore the best of Europe 


Sorrento, Rome 
& Amalfi Coast 


13 ^ 


Mon 15 May 

£779 

Mon 10 July 

£799 

Mon 12 June 

£789 

Mon 4 Sep 

£799 


Coach travel with reserved seating throughout 
Six nights in La Ripetta on a dinner, bed and continental breakfast basis 
Overnight stays on the outward and return journey on a bed and 
continental breakfast basis 

Overnights in both directions in Montecatini and Fiuggi on a dinner, bed 

and continental breakfast basis 

All bedrooms with en-suite facilities 

Day out to magnificent Rome, visit to Pompeii & journey along the 

Amalfi Coast 


4/5/7 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Mon 27 Mar 4 Ostend Special Breakaway. £149 

Mon 27 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad mm .... £279 
Mon 27 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel mm .... £269 

Mon 27 Mar 5 Ostend Inclusive. £249 

Mon 27 Mar 5 Dutch Bulbfields & Windmills. £269 

Mon 27 Mar 5 Rhine 8< Moselle Inclusive. £239 

Mon 27 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at Dream Castle mm .... £339 

Mon 27 Mar 5 Ostend Superdeal. £219 

Mon 27 Mar 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £199 

Sun 2 Apr 7 Italian Riviera Inclusive. £369 

Sun 2 Apr 7 Rome and Taste of Italy 12 meals w.i. £349 

Mon 3 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad mm .£319 

Mon 3 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel mm ... £319 
Mon 3 Apr 5 Ostend Inclusive & Paddle Steam. £249 


sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Mon 3 Apr Flying Scotsman Special.£119 

Sat 15 Apr Emmerdale The Tour.£99 

Sat 15 Apr London & The Tall Ships Regatta Easter Special.. £119 

Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market & Harrogate Flower Show.£99 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special.£89 

Sat 22 Apr Emmerdale Studio Experience.£99 

Tue 25 Apr Gino’s Italian Escape - Live!.£99 

Sat 6 May York & Emmerdale Village Tour.£99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show mm .£99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch & Sew - Live!.£79 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow & Historic Bath.£99 

Wed 17 May Emmerdale Studio Experience.£79 

Sat 20 May Emmerdale The Tour.£99 

Sat 27 May Chelsea Flower Show mm .£169 


Diana: Her Fashion Story 


Sun 9 April 

£99 

Sun 11 June 

£99 

Sun 16 July 

£99 


» Coach travel 
throughout 
» Reserved seating throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed and breakfast at the 
Britannia - International, London 

» Free time amongst the sights of London 

• Visit to Kensington Palace with admission to 
Diana - Her Fashion Story 


* Great break for all the family! * * 


Longleat Safari Park 

Jungle Cruise & Windsor 

m 

Sat 22 April 

£99 

Sat 22 July 

£99 

Sat 27 May 

£99 

Sat 12 Auqust 

£99 

Sat 24 June 

£99 

Sat 26 August 

£99 


• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select hotel 

• Visit to Royal Windsor 

• Inclusive admission to Longleat to enjoy a wonderful 
safari adventure to see the many animals plus a Jungle 
Cruise across the Lake to see the hippos and gorillas! 



2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Thu 6 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Thu 13 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 15 Apr Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice.£99 

Sat 15 Apr Legoland Spectacular mm .£119 

Sat 15 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.... £89 

Sat 13 May London Zoo & Thames River Cruise.£119 

Sat 20 May Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice.£99 

Sat 20 May London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.... £89 

Sat 10 Jun London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 10 Jun London Zoo & Thames River Cruise.£119 

Sat 17 Jun Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice.£99 

Sat 24 Jun Legoland Spectacular mm.£119 

_ 

MANY MORE fj 

breaks available... 

A NATIONAL 
W HOLIDAYS 
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SATURDAY’S TV MARCH 18 



Dame Vera Lynn: Happy 
100th Birthday 
(BBC2, 9pm) 

Katie Derham makes use of 
archive footage and family 
records to tell the story of how 
Vera Lynn came to become one 
of the UK's most well-known 
musical stars. Vera celebrates 
her 100th birthday on March 
20th, and marks to occasion by 
reminiscing about her early 
days in showbusiness, with help 
from her daughter Virginia. She 
recalls starting out as Vera 
Welch in the 1920s, first 
appearing on stage at the 
tender age of seven, before 
charming the nation's 
servicemen and becoming the 
'forces sweetheart' during the 
Second World War. She also 
remembers becoming the first 
British artist to achieve a 
number one in America in the 
1950s. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Football Focus. 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. Scotland v Italy (Kick-off 
12.30pm). 2.25 Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union. France v Wales (Kick-off 2.45pm). 
5.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 5.40 
BBC News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 
6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong quizzes eight writers - 
John O’Farrell, Emma Kennedy, 
Kathy Lette, Kate Mosse, Benjamin 
Zephaniah, Roger McGough, Terry 
Deary and Bryony Gordon. (R) 
6.45 Let’s Sing and Dance for Comic 
Relief. Mel Giedroycand Sue 
Perkins present the third round of 
celebrity performances, as 
comedienne Miranda Hart, 
Absolutely Fabulous co-creator 
Jennifer Saunders, TV and radio 
host Julian Clary, and comedy 
actress Tameka Empson form the 
judging panel. Tonight, former 
Coronation Street star Sally 
Lindsay (Shelley Unwin) tackles 
Slade’s Cum On Feel the Noize, 
while This Morning showbiz 
reporter Alison Flammond applies 
herself to Missy Elliot’s Get Ur 
Freak On. The One Show’s 
Angellica Bell, Iwan Thomas, Alex 
Riley, Michelle Ackerley and 
Dominic Littlewood offer their take 
on Lady Gaga’s Born This Way, 
while Gogglebox duo Steph and 
Dorn Parker step into the roles of 
Cher and Meatloaf for a rendition 
of Dead Ringer for Love. Also 
taking to the stage this evening are 
comedians Pete Firman and Ellie 
Taylor, and some surprising 
special guests. 

8.00 Who Dares Wins. Game show in 
which two pairs of complete 
strangers team up, each battling to 
outdo the other by listing as much 
as they know about a given subject. 
8.40 Casualty. Robyn ends up going 
into labour while accompanying 
David to his brother’s final resting 
place. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes and the 
Brown family await the fruits of 
their fraud after faking Grandad’s 
death to get a payout. (R) 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. 

11.45This Country. 

12.10 Film: My Brother the Devil. (2012) 
1.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.30 Film: Blackbeard the Pirate. (1952) 
8.10 Film: Whisky Galore! (1949) 9.30 
Coast. (R) 10.30 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 11.30 Mary Berry 
Everyday. (R) 12.00 The Little Paris 
Kitchen: Cooking with Rachel Khoo. (R) 

12.30 Film: Firecreek. (1968) Western, 
starring James Stewart. 2.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 3.00 Gardeners’ World. (R) 

3.30 University Challenge. (R) 4.00 Only 
Connect. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Flog 
It! (R) 

6.30 Wild Ireland: The Edge of the 
World. Part one of two. Natural 
history cinematographer Colin 
Stafford-Johnson begins a journey 
along Ireland’s Atlantic coast by 
exploring the ancient ruins and 
wildlife of the Skellig Rocks in the 
south west, where early Christian 
monks built a monastery 1,500 
years ago. He then ventures to the 
deserted Blasket Islands to 
witness vast numbers of seals 
coming ashore to fight, mate and 
moult during winter. Moving 
inland, Colin heads to the nation’s 
highest mountain range in search 
of the last surviving herd of red 
deer, before setting off back to the 
coast on the trail of humpback 
whales en route to Clew Bay. (R) 

7.30 Britain at War: Imperial War 
Museums at 100. Falklands War 
veteran Simon Weston marks 100 
years since the establishment of 
the Imperial War Museums by 
exploring the stories of 10 key 
items from the organisation’s 
collection. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The men head off for 
a weekend at a training camp, but 
arrive late and hungry after 
Mainwaring’s map-reading skills 
are found to be somewhat lacking. 
Comedy, starring Arthur Lowe. (R) 

9.00 Dame Vera Lynn: Happy 100th 
Birthday. The former “forces 
sweetheart” celebrates her 100th 
birthday by recalling highlights 
from her career, from first taking 
to the stage in the 1920s to 
topping the UK charts in 2009. 

10.00 Ql XL. Stephen Fry hosts an 

extended version of the quiz with a 
difference, with guests Sheila 
Hancock, Jimmy Carr and Jeremy 
Clarkson joining regular panellist 
Alan Davies. 

10.45 Film: True Grit. (2010) The Coen 
brothers’ Western, with Jeff 
Bridges and Hailee Steinfeld. 

12.30 Film: Ash Wednesday. (2002) 

2.00 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 Alphabetical. 
(R) 10.20 Judge Rinder. (R) 11.20 
Rebound. (R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 

12.30 Film: Carry On Matron. (1972) 
Comedy, starring Sid James. 2.15 Off 
Their Rockers. (R) 2.45 The Voice UK. 

(R) 4.00 Live Six Nations Rugby Union. 
Ireland v England (Kick-off 5.00pm). 

7.30 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The presenter duo’s 
long-running weekend 
entertainment revue continues, as 
Ant and Dec go head-to-head 
against “professional gigglers” 
Phillip Schofield and Holly 
Willoughby in Make ’Em Laugh. 
Scarlett Moffatt teams up with 
precocious junior hosts Little Ant 
and Dec to join in the fun, and 
another lucky fan is given a chance 
to Winn the Ads. 

8.30 The Voice UK. The tension 
mounts as the singing contest 
draws ever closer to its 
conclusion. With the arrival 

of the quarter-finals, the remaining 
stars now have the reward of a 
lucrative recording contract with 
Polydor Records within sight. 
However, more live performances 
await, and coaches Jennifer 
Hudson, Tom Jones, William 
and Gavin Rossdale will need to 
help whittle down the number 
of would-be stars to just eight 
ahead of the next, penultimate 
round. As ever, Emma Willis is on 
hand to provide viewers with 
access to all the backstage drama 
and on-stage reactions as events 
unfold. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Lethal Weapon. Riggs and 

Murtaugh pursue a violent case 
featuring a drug cartel, theft and 
two killings. (R) 

11. 35 Film: Rambo III. (1988) Action 
adventure sequel, with Sylvester 
Stallone and Richard Crenna. 

1.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 The King of Dueens. (R) 6.45 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.10 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 
Race of Champions 2017. 8.30 Frasier. 
(R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 

10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 1.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 3.30 A Place in the Sun: Summer 
Sun. (R) 4.30 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.35 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick and 
Angel decide they will live as self- 
sufficiently as they can while 
restoring the chateau, and invest 
in some chickens to provide them 
with eggs for breakfast every 
morning. However, they still have 
countless problems to deal with, 
and have only £20,000 left to 
spend on the project. The chateau 
is still without either heating or 
water, while the 59 windows are 
crumbling. While Dick’s 
renovations fall behind schedule, 
Angel is in her element coming up 
with ideas for what the finished 
building will look like. (R) 

8.00 Penelope Keith at Her Majesty’s 
Service. The actress visits the 
Oueen’s official Scottish residence 
and the royal yacht Britannia, and 
meets the Master of the Royal 
Household of Scotland and the 
Royal Falconer. (R) 

9.00 Film: Lucy. (2014) Premiere. A 
courier is kidnapped and forced to 
become a drug mule. When she is 
exposed to the experimental 
chemicals she is smuggling, it 
boosts her intelligence and 
reflexes to superhuman levels. She 
uses her newfound abilities to get 
revenge on her captors, but as the 
process continues, she evolves 
into something more than human. 
Sci-fi thriller, starring Scarlett 
Johansson and Morgan Freeman. 
10.45 Film: RoboCop. (2014) A critically 
injured police officer is rebuilt as a 
crime-fighting cyborg, but 
struggles to retain free will. Sci-fi 
thriller remake, with Joel 
Kinnaman and Gary Oldman. 

12.55 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. (R) 1.45 Hollyoaks. 3.55 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 4.50 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.30 Access. 10.40 On 
Benefits: Life on the Dole. (R) 11.40 On 
Benefits: Life on the Dole. (R) 12.35 On 
Benefits: Life on the Dole. (R) 1.30 
Dance Moms. 2.25 Dance Moms. 3.20 
Dance Moms. 4.15 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 5.10 Can’t 
Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Paul Bohill and Phil Short must 
deal with a negligent tenant who 
fled upon their arrival, while Brian 
O’Shaughnessy and Kevin Stokes 
chase a debt of £5,000. (R) 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 
investigates when a diplomatic 
service van is hijacked during the 
transportation of an unknown 
package from the State 
Department. Crime drama, 
starring Chris O’Donnell. 

8.00 NCIS. Ducky is assaulted by a 
mysterious assailant who claims 
to have information about his 
long-dead half-brother. 

Meanwhile, Bishop and Jake 
discuss the future of their 
relationship. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games, including 
Nottingham Forest v Derby County 
at the City Ground, Leeds United v 
Brighton & Hove Albion at Elland 
Road, and Blackburn Rovers v 
Preston North End at Ewood Park. 
10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Action 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Sheffield United v Charlton 
Athletic, and Leyton Orient v 
Doncaster Rovers. 

10.30 Platoon: The True Story. Oliver 
Stone reveals the real-life events 
that inspired his Oscar-winning 
Vietnam War film and talks about 
the soldiers he fought alongside in 
the conflict. 

11.30 Criminals: Caught on Camera. 

Nick Wallis discovers how CCTV is 
helping to bring criminals using 
weapons to justice, including 
footage of a raid by a gang on a 
west London jewellery shop. (R) 
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside King’s 
Cross: The Railway. (R) 4.00 Inside 
Buckingham Palace. (R) 4.50 House 
Doctor. (R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.40 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Britain’s Outlaws: Highwaymen, 
Pirates and Rogues 8.00 She-Wolves: 
England’s Early Dueens 9.00 Follow the 
Money 11.00 Top of the Pops: 1983 
12.00 Neil Sedaka: King of Song 1.00 
Neil Sedaka Says: All You Need Is the 
Music 1.45 Kings of 70s Romance 2.45 
Sings Bacharach and David! 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

12.55 The Voice UK 2.15 Film: Rumour 
Has It (2005) 3.15 FYI Daily 3.20 Film: 
Rumour Has It (2005) 4.20 Film: Nanny 
McPhee (2005) 5.20 FYI Daily 5.25 Film: 
Nanny McPhee (2005) 6.15 Film: Mr 
Bean’s Holiday (2007) 7.15 FYI Daily 
7.20 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 

8.00 Scorpion 9.00 Film: The 40 Year- 
Old Virgin (2005) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: The 40 Year-Old Virgin (2005) 

11.25 Family Guy 12.55 American Dad! 

I. 50 Release the Hounds: Famous & 
Freaked 2.45 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

II. 00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: Carry On Up 
the Jungle (1970) 12.00 Hans Christian 
Andersen: My Life as a Fairy Tale 1.50 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.55 Rosemary 
& Thyme 5.00 Lewis 7.00 Midsomer 
Murders 11.00 Rising Damp Forever 
12.00 Wycliffe 1.05 Marchlands 2.00 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Pawn Stars 11.30 Film: The Great 
Outdoors (1988) 12.30 FYI Daily 12.35 
Film: The Great Outdoors (1988) 1.20 
Snooker v Darts 1.30 ITV Racing Live 
from Uttoxeterand Kempton Park. 4.00 
Fierce 5.00 Live FA Youth Cup Football. 

7.30 Pawn Stars 7.55 River Monsters 
9.00 Film: Terminator 2: Judgment Day 
(1991) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 
Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991) 

11.45 Film: Lock Up (1989) 12.45 FYI 
Daily 12.50 Film: Lock Up (1989) 2.00 
Gunsmoke 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

12.00 Black-ish 1.00 The Goldbergs 2.30 
The Big Bang Theory 6.30 Film: The 
Twilight Saga: Eclipse (2010) 9.00 Film: 
The Hunger Games (2012) 11.50 
Gogglebox 12.50 Bizarre ER 1.55 Rude 
Tube 3.20 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
4.00 Young & Hungry 4.50 Revenge 
Film4 

1 .00 The Addams Family (1991) 3.05 
Sherlock Holmes and the Secret Weapon 
(1942) 4.25 The Core (2003)7.10 
Paddington (2014) 9.00 Last Vegas 
(2013)11.05 Scary Movie 2 (2001) 

12.40 In Fear (2013) 2.20 Storage 24 
(2012)4.00 Close 



THUR 16/03/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 17/03/17 
'LUKIN' 

SAT 18/03/17 
UB40 TRIBUTE 
SUN 19/03/17 
STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE 


MON 20/03/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 21/03/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 22/03/17 
YANA! 

THUR 23/03/17 
STARMAKERS 
KARAOKE 


Express & Star 


Design an Ad 

©@ip ) nrm@i 



The Express & Star is 
challenging local primary 
schools to design adverts in our ^ S j 
‘Design an Ad’ Competition. 

We need all interested Headteachers/Teachers to 
register today, using the coupon below or by email, to 
be included in this exciting competition. 

Each school will be given an advertiser by the Express , 

& Star and asked to come up with a ground breaking * 
original ad to feature an 8-page colour supplement, ^ 
published in-paper on Thursday 27th April 2017. 

Winning pupils will be invited to a special 
presentation ceremony to be held later in the year. 

Interested? 

Then complete the coupon below to register your school’s interest and send to: 

Jo Watton, Business Development Department, Express and Star Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 
or alternatively register via email at j.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 

Closing date for registering is Saturday 25th March 2017 Q 

Any queries? Phone 01902 319671 or 01902 319134 — 


Register here today! 

I would like to register.(school’s name) 

FOR THE DESIGN AN AD COMPETITION 

Name.Position at School. 

I Address of School. 


PLEASE ] 
PRINT IN 
BLACK INK | 


I 


..Postcode.Telephone.. 



Signature., 
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Vera 

(ITV, 8pm) 

New series. The detective 
investigates when the body of a 
wildlife ranger is found on a 
remote island off the coast of 
Northumberland. Her death is 
at first assumed to be an 
accident, since she was alone 
on the island when she died, 
but marks on the body seem to 
point to murder. As Vera delves 
into the dead woman's personal 
life, she uncovers dark secrets 
and old resentments. Brenda 
Blethyn, Kenny Doughty, Jon 
Morrison, Christopher 
Colquhoun, Noof McEwan, Riley 
Jones, Lisa Hammond and 
Ewan Stewart star. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Flog It! 
(R) 2.15 Countryfile Spring Diaries. (R) 
3.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.45 
Lifeline. 3.55 Songs of Praise. 4.30 Shop 
Well for Less? (R) 5.30 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. 
Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard 
Coles present the final from 
Greenwich. At Queen’s House, the 
artists are challenged to paint a 
portrait, but are not told who the 
subject is until the sitting begins. 
For the last test of the series, the 
painters must depict the Old Royal 
Naval College as seen from the 
Thames - and mentors Diana Ali 
and Pascal Anson are not on hand 
to help this time. Judges Lachlan 
Goudie, Daphne Todd and David 
Dibosa assess their efforts and 
reveal who is this series’ 
champion. Last in the series. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Anita 
Rani present the show from the 
Hoo Peninsula, reporting on the 
influence of the local “salt 
shepherds” and efforts to protect 
the birds that flock to the area. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Burton 
Constable Hall near Hull, where 
historic items brought in to be 
valued include a series of letters 
written by Florence Nightingale. 
9.00 SS-GB. Archer and Harry have to 
get the king out of London, only to 
realise too late that they have been 
led into a trap. Barbara faces being 
deported back to the US. Last in 
the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Manchester City v Liverpool and 
Middlesbrough v Manchester 
United. 

II. 40 American High School. The 

school year draws to a close, but 
several seniors are at risk of 
failing. Jalena is given the 
responsibility of writing a speech 
for the graduation ceremony. Last 
in the series. 

12.30 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.00 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.45 An 
Island Parish. (R) 7.15 Around the World 
in 80 Gardens. (R) 8.15 Gardeners’ 
World. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. (R) 9.45 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 Nigel 
Slater’s Dish of the Day. (R) 11.45 
Simply Nigella. (R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 

I. 00 Film: Day of the Evil Gun. (1968) 
Western, starring Glenn Ford. 2.30 The 
House That £100K Built. (R) 3.30 Back to 
the Land with Kate Humble. (R) 4.30 Ski 
Sunday Special: Freestyle Ski & 
Snowboard World Championships. 

6.00 Six Nations Rugby Union. John 

Inverdale introduces highlights 
from the final round of matches in 
this year’s championship, 
featuring Ireland v England, 
Scotland v Italy and France v 
Wales. 

7.00 Robot Wars. Dara O Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present the third 
heat. Eight teams battle it out to 
win a single place in the grand 
final, pitting robots Foxic, 
Expulsion, Heavy Metal, MR Speed 
Squared, Thor, Tauron, Chimera 2 
and Concussion against each 
other in the arena. The show 
begins with two group battles, 
followed by a head to head 
between the two overall winners. 
8.00 Top Gear. Rory Reid and Sabine 
Schmitz go in search of the latest 
supercars at Germany’s 
Nurburgring circuit, while Matt 
LeBlanc test drives the Aston 
Martin DB11, but finds Chris 
Harris and his Mercedes causing 
no end of trouble. Tamsin Greig 
takes to the Top Gear Test Track as 
this week’s Star in a Reasonably 
Fast Car. 

9.00 Down the Mighty River with Steve 
Backshall. Part two of two. The 
naturalist braves the dangerous 
white waters the Baliem River’s 
lower gorge and encounters a tribe 
that has had little contact with the 
outside world. 

10.00 Film: While We’re Young. (2014) 
Premiere. A middle-aged man and 
his wife have their lives turned 
upside down by their friendship 
with a younger couple. Comedy 
drama, starring Ben Stiller and 
Naomi Watts. 

II. 35 Women’s Six Nations Highlights. 

Eilidh Barbour presents action 
from the concluding round of 
fixtures in this year’s competition. 
12.05 Film: Sergeant Rutledge. (1960) 

1.50 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.50 
Holby City. (R) 3.50 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
ThunderbirdsAre Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ultimate 
Spider-Man: Web Warriors. 8.20 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Countrywise: Guide to 
Britain. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 

10.55 Wild Australia with Ray Mears. (R) 
11.25 Chopping Block. (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 1.30 Off Their Rockers. (R) 
2.00 Tipping Point. (R) 3.00 The Voice 
UK. (R) 5.00 Little Big Shots. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 
The comedian is joined by Mel 
Giedroyc, Bridget Christie, 

Eamonn Holmes and Judith 
Chalmers for the madcap panel 
show, in which the aim is to save 
Earth from an alien invasion. (R) 
7.00 Five Gold Rings. Game show, 
hosted by Phillip Schofield, in 
which two friends take on a 
mother and son to identify images 
on an LED floor while viewers can 
play along using the series app. 
8.00 Vera. New series. The detective 
investigates when the body of a 
wildlife ranger is found on a 
remote island. She seems to have 
been murdered, but was alone on 
the island when she died. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20The Nightly Show Best Bits. 
Highlights of the second week of 
the entertainment show, with 
Davina McCall presenting a mix of 
topical monologues, studio 
games, celebrity guests, stand-up 
and video clips. 

10.50 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with ITV News National 
Editor Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.50 Anglo-Welsh Cup Highlights. 
Action from the final at The Stoop, 
as Saracens or Leicester Tigers 
faced Exeter Chiefs or Harlequins. 
Saracens lifted the trophy when 
this tournament last took place in 
2014/15. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Cube. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.40 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
7.35 Race of Champions 2017. 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Simpsons. 

(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Film: 
Rio. (2011) Animated comedy, with the 
voice of Jesse Eisenberg. 3.25 Film: 
Johnny English Reborn. (2011) 5.30 
Channel 4 News. 

6.00 Dave’s Guide to Spending Money. 

Dave Fishwick explores whether 
products are worth the price the 
public is willing to payforthem. 

He creates his own range of 
bottled water, drawn from the tap, 
and tries to sell it to fashionable 
restaurants. He also sets up his 
own renewable power station in 
his back garden with the goal of 
generating enough electricity to 
run Burnley’s Christmas lights for 
free. 

7.00 Our Guy in India. Guy Martin 
takes a 1,000-mile journey across 
India to compete in a race called 
Rider Mania, the world’s largest 
gathering of Royal Enfield 
motorbikes. In the first of two 
programmes, the daredevil rides 
with a 50-strong biker gang, visits 
Asia’s biggest truck yard and finds 
himself completely out of his 
comfort zone. (R) 

8.00 Rivers with Jeremy Paxman. The 

presenter travels along the Mersey 
from the heights of the Peak 
District to the estuary at Liverpool. 
He discovers its role in the 
development of Britain’s modern 
industry and how it has recovered 
from years of pollution to become 
a haven for wildlife. He also goes 
electrofishing for brown trout, 
scales the river’s tallest bridge and 
investigates the mysterious 
Mersey Mermaids. 

9.00 Homeland. While Carrie and Saul 
present evidence to Keane, Quinn 
tracks a mark. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr hosts the popular quiz 
as Sean Lock and David Mitchell 
compete against Jon Richardson 
and Katherine Ryan. The Brett 
Domino Trio help out in Dictionary 
Corner. (R) 

12.00 Film: The Five-Year Engagement. 
(2012) 2.10 The Last Leg. (R) 3.05 
Scruffts: Britain’s Favourite Dog. (R) 




CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 
6.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.25 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.40 Fireman Sam. (R) 6.50 
Rupert Bear. (R) 7.00 Oily the Little 
White Van. 7.05 Wanda and the Alien. 

(R) 7.15 Angelina Ballerina. (R) 7.30 
Little Princess. (R) 7.45 Paw Patrol. (R) 
8.00 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

(R) 8.25 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 

8.40 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
9.00 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.30 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.30 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

12.00 The Gadget Show. (R) 1.05 Film: 
Batteries Not Included. (1987) Sci-fi 
fantasy, starring Jessica Tandy. 3.05 
Film: Zathura: A Space Adventure. 

(2005) Family sci-fi adventure, starring 
Josh Hutcherson and Jonah Bobo. 5.00 
Film: Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 
2. (2013) Animated comedy sequel, with 
the voice of Bill Hader. 

6.50 5 News Weekend. 

6.55 Film: Left Behind. (2014) The 
world is plunged into chaos when 
millions of people suddenly 
disappear. An airline pilot tries to 
save the remaining passengers on 
his flight, while on the ground, his 
daughter tries to find out if her 
mother and brother are among 
those who have vanished. Fantasy 
adventure based on the series of 
novels by Jerry B Jenkins and Tim 
LaHaye, starring Nicolas Cage and 
Lea Thompson. Edited for daytime 
broadcast. 

9.00 Film: Elysium. (2013) In the 
future, most of the human race 
exists in poverty on a ruined Earth, 
while a wealthy elite live in luxury 
on an orbiting space station. A 
man dying of radiation poisoning 
fights security forces to gain 
access to the satellite and its 
medical facilities. Sci-fi thriller 
from the director of District 9, 
starring Matt Damon, Jodie Foster 
and Sharlto Copley. Includes 5 
News Update at 10pm. 

11.10 Film: Dark Skies. (2013) A 

suburban American home attracts 
the attention of alien invaders, who 
wage a campaign of terror against 
its residents. Sci-fi horror, starring 
Keri Russell and Josh Hamilton. 

12.55 Greatest Sci-Fi Movies. (R) 2.10 
SuperCasino. 4.00 Criminals: Caught On 
Camera. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Revolution and Romance: Musical 
Masters of the 19th Century 8.00 Classic 
Quartets at the BBC 9.00 Heimat Home 
from Home: Chronicle of a Vision - Part 
One 10.40 Heimat Home from Home: 
Chronicle of a Vision - Part Two 12.40 
The Century That Wrote Itself 1.40 How 
to Get Ahead: At Medieval Court 2.40 
Classic Quartets at the BBC 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 The Voice UK1.00 2Awesome 

I. 05 2Awesome: Guidance 1.40 
2Awesome: Fame High 2.05 2Awesome: 
Third Wheel 2.30 2Awesome: LA Story 

2.50 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 3.55 
Film: Despicable Me (2010) 4.55 FYI 
Daily 5.00 Film: Despicable Me (2010) 

5.50 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 6.55 Film: Red Riding Hood 
(2011) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: Red 
Riding Hood (2011) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 The Vampire Diaries 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

II. 45 Film: The Pure Hell of St Trinian’s 
(1960) 12.45 FYI Daily 12.50 Film: The 
Pure Hell of St Trinian’s (1960) 1.50 
Inspector Morse 4.05 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00 
It’ll Be Alright on the Night 10.00 Rising 
Damp Forever 11.05 Film: Good Will 
Hunting (1997) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 
Film: Good Will Hunting (1997) 1.35 
Inspector Morse 3.25 May the Best 
House Win 5.05 On the Buses 

ITV4 

12.05 Film: All Quiet on the Western 
Front (1979) 1.05 FYI Daily 1.10 Film: All 
Quiet on the Western Front (1979) 3.10 
Film: Bend of the River (1952) 4.10 FYI 
Daily 4.15 Film: Bend of the River (1952) 
5.00 River Monsters 6.00 Fishing 
Impossible 7.00 The Big Fish Off 8.00 
Anglo-Welsh Cup Highlights 9.05 Film: 
RoboCop 3 (1993) 10.10 FYI Daily 10.15 
Film: RoboCop 3 (1993) 11.15 Film: 
Firefox (1982) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 
Film: Firefox (1982) 2.00 The Football 
Mavericks 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

12.55 Made in Chelsea Does Come Dine 
with Me 2.00 Black-ish 2.30 The 
Goldbergs 4.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00 
The Big Bang Theory 7.00 Film: Addams 
Family Values (1993) 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Film: Die Hard 2 
(1990) 12.25 Tattoo Fixers 1.30 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 2.30 Gap Year 3.15 
Hollyoaks 
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FILM CHOICES 


Homefront, Channel 5,11pm 

A drug enforcement agent quits his job and relocates 
to a small town hoping to protect his daughter from 
the violent world he has to deal with. However, he is 
forced back into his old life when he finds his new 
home has a criminal underbelly dominated by a 
narcotics kingpin. Crime thriller, starring Jason 
Statham, James Franco and Winona Ryder. (2013) 


TUESDAY 

Locked Away, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A pregnant teenager under pressure from her mother 
is unsure what to do about her baby, and turns to a 
high-school counsellor for advice. However, her 
confidante is secretly desperate to have a child of her 
own and plots to steal the infant as soon as it is born. 
Thriller, starring Jean Louisa Kelly. (2010) 


WEDNESDAY 

Deadly Departure, Channel 5,3.15pm 

The family of FBI agent Sarah Plummer are taken 
hostage while she is on a flight to Washington DC. 
While on the flight, she meets a mysterious stranger 
seated beside her, and is forced to make a decision 
that could cost her the lives of her husband and 


12-year-old son. Action, starring Dina Meyer. (2016) 



THURSDAY 

Killer Obsession, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A National Guard solder returns from the frontline in 
Iraq and struggles to return to a normal life. To make 
matters worse, she finds herself blamed for a friendly 
fire incident in which two Americans were killed - and 
then she becomes the target of an obsessed fellow 
soldier seeking revenge for their deaths. Thriller, 
starring Roxanne McGee. (2016) 


FRIDAY 

Fury, Channel 5,9pm 

A veteran American sergeant leads a tank crew on 
one final dangerous mission in the last months of the 
Second World War. The assignment takes the soldiers 
behind enemy lines and into battle with overwhelming 
enemy forces, while the presence of an inexperienced 
new recruit in the team raises tension. Drama, starring 
Brad Pitt and Shia LaBeouf. (2014) 


Comedy duo take in the sights 
and sounds of Budapest 


T he schedules are full of 

celebrities travelling the world 
and telling us all how great a 
certain holiday destination is. 

What makes Travel Man different 
is that instead of us watching 
someone having a ball during a 
holiday of a lifetime, we instead 
sometimes get the impression that 
Richard Ayoade is going through a 
terrible time - and that makes it 
much more satisfying for those of us 
stuck at home. 

Okay, many of the film director 
and star of The IT Crowd’s gripes 
are probably exaggerated for the 
cameras, but it is nevertheless good 
fun watching Richard and his pals 
from the world of comedy effectively 
scouring the globe in search of the 
next tourist disappointment. 

Tonight, Richard is joined by Irish 
comedian, actor and writer Aisling 
Bea. 

Aisling won The Gilded Balloon’s 
So You Think You’re Funny award at 
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in 
2012 and is a regular guest on 
panel shows, including 8 Out of 10 


Cats, Never Mind the Buzzcocks, 
Would I Lie to You? and Ql, so she 
will certainly give Richard a run for 
his money in the comedy one-liner 
stakes. 

Their destination is Budapest, a 
city with miles of old-world charm. 

The Hungarian capital is paradise 
for explorers, so you’d think Richard 
and Aisling would find something 
there to tickle their fancy during their 
whistlestoptour. 

The cynical pair spend two days 
in the city with the aim of taking in as 
many of its sights as possible, as 
well as passing on a few money¬ 
saving tips to viewers at home. 

Culinary highlights in the fairytale 
city on the Danube include a 
steaming hot bowl of goulash - a 
traditional Hungarian soup or stew 
of meat and vegetables, seasoned 
with paprika and other spices. 

They also visit a ‘ruin pub’ for a 
taste of unicum, a herbal liquor 
which is regarded as one of the 
national drinks of Hungary and 
usually drunk as a digestif and 
aperitif. 


Budapest sits on a patchwork of 
almost 125 thermal springs - more 
than any other capital city in the 
world - and ‘taking the waters’ has 
been a part of life here since people 
walked in togas during Roman 
times and the Turkish occupation. 

The duo take the opportunity to 
visit one of these baths where they 
play a game of chess. Next it’s onto 
the Zugliget chairlift, an alternative 
means of transport high in the Buda 
Hills. 

The duo take a ride on the cable- 
suspended conveyance which 
takes riders up the side of Janos 
Hill and provides them with an 
amazing view of Budapest. 

And finally they visit a statue of 
Columbo star Peter Falk in Falk 
Miksa Street. 

Richard and Aisling read how 
there is still somewhat of a mystery 
surrounding this life-sized bronze 
reproduction of the actor, with 
theories suggesting it was 
commissioned in 2014 due to a 
tenuous familial connection, three 
years after Falk’s passing. 



Travel Man: 48 Hours in Budapest, Monday, Channel 4, 8.30pm 



MONDAY 

Puerto Rico - Island of Enchantment: Natural 

World 

BBC2, 9pm 

The small Caribbean Puerto Rico of Puerto Rico is 
nicknamed the Island of Enchantment because of 
its beautiful beaches, amazing ambiance and 
landmarks. Despite being only 3,515 square miles 
in area, it is also home to a vast array of exotic 
wildlife. However, many of these species are also 
vulnerable and countless have been pushed to the 
brink of extinction by human encroachment, while 
95 per cent of its rainforests have been destroyed. 
This film, narrated by David Attenborough, profiles 
three conservation champions who are making it 
their mission to save some of the island’s the most 
precious species, namely manatees, of which only 
700 remain in the wild; parrots, of which there were 
only 13 left at one point; and the five native species 
of oceanic turtle. 

TUESDAY 

Back to the Land with Kate Humble 
BBC2, 8pm 

The presenter follows innovative businesses in the 
Lake District through Spring, Summer and Autumn, 
painting portrait of the rugged landscape and gaining 
an insight the challenges they face. Kate Humble 



helps with lambing at a fifth generation farm who 
have invented the world’s only wool compost, so 
they can keep their farming traditions alive. She also 
goes foraging for wild food, which went to waste until 
one woman realised she could turn it into unique 
jams and preserves that are now sold nationwide 


WEDNESDAY 

Live International Football 

ITV, 7.15pm 

Germany v England. Mark Pougatch presents 
action from the friendly international at Signal 
Iduna Park in Dortmund, where England were 
looking to repeat last year’s outstanding victory 
against the hosts. While the result of this match 
remains of some importance, the main use of 
the exercise for Gareth Southgate is to prepare 
his squad for Sunday’s World Cup qualifier 
against Lithuania. 


THURSDAY 

Great British Buildings: 
Restoration of the Year 
Channel 4, 8pm 

As the host of Grand Designs, 
Kevin McCloud knows a thing or 
two about the work involved in 
restoring a historic building. So 


he’s the perfect person to co-present this new 
series which showcases some of the treasured 
buildings that have been brought back from the 
brink thanks to the dedication and craft skills of 
those involved. All of the projects have been placed 
on the long list by the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors (Rics) for their Restoration 
of the Year award, and in this 
opening edition, Kevin and Dr 
Anna Keay check out some of 
the contenders. 


FRIDAY 

Red Nose Day 2017 
BBC1,7pm 

It’s that time again when 
comedians and celebrities 
come together to have a 
laugh in a very good cause. 
Lenny Henry, Jonathan 
Ross, Sally Phillips, 
Rob Beckett, Romesh 
Ranganathan, 
Warwick Davis and 
Miranda Hart are 
among the 
presenters who’ll be 
taking to East 



London’s 02 stages for a night of fundraising fun 
and games. However, arguably the most eagerly 
anticipated part of the proceedings is Red Nose 
Day Actually, which sees writer and director Richard 
Curtis catching up with the characters from Love 
Actually to find out what they are up to 14 years on. 
Presumably Hugh Grant’s Prime Minister isn’t still in 
Number 10, but did he find lasting love with Martine 
McCutcheon’s tea lady? Here’s our chance to find 
out as Keira Knightley, Colin Firth, Liam Neeson, 

Bill Nighy, Andrew Lincoln, Chiwetel Ejiofor and 
Rowan Atkinson also return for the sequel. 


Unreported World 
Channel 4,7.30pm 

Marcel Theroux explores the resurgent Russian 
Orthodox Church, which is at the forefront of a new 
movement combining religion and nationalism in its 
home nation. Until the fall of the Soviet Union, the 
Church had been persecuted by the communists, 
but has now forged close ties with President 
Vladimir Putin. Theroux meets Alexander Dugin, 
referred to as ‘Putin’s brain’, whose ideas have 
cropped up in the president’s speeches, and Fr 
Ioann Osyak, patriarch of a family whose members 
are becoming national celebrities and symbols of 
today’s Russia - religious, conservative and deeply 
patriotic. 


Take care of funeral costs, and 
ou’re taking care of them. 

' WEBB & SON LTD. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 




It’s as simple as that. 




Golden Charter 

Funeral Plans 

To find out more, call us today 
S Webb & Son Ltd 

17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, West Midlands 
WS10 7HQ. 

Call (0121) 556 0056 

/ Peace of mind for you and your family 
/ Protection against rising funeral costs 
7 From the UK's largest funeral plan provider 


We all enjoy doing things for our family. 
And often it’s the little things that mean 
the most. It could even be something 
as simple as covering the cost of your 
funeral in advance. That’s why we 
recommend Golden 
Charter Funeral Plans. 

With a plan in place you 
can specify your wishes , 
and take care of the 
funeral director’s costs 
included in your plan at 
today’s prices. It’s a way 
to beat the ever-rising 
cost of funerals, and get peace of mind. 
Not just for yourself, but for your family 
too. 



To find out more about Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
please return this coupon to the address opposite. 

Mr /Mrs /Ms Initial: Surname: 


Email: 

Use of your data: Both Golden Charter and the funeral director may use your details including your 
email address to keep you informed about other products and services. If you would prefer not to 
receive this information, please tick here: □ Golden Charter and the funeral director respect your 
privacy and will not share your personal data with any third parties. 
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FORCES SUPPORT 


PLEASE DONATE FURNITURE, 
DRIC-A-RRAC & CLOTHES 



Your donations will be used to support bereaved military 
families with hands on practical support projects 
throughout the UK 

Free collection 

Charity number: 1157531 


Please phone 0121525 0973 

Unit 134/36 Carters Green, 

West Bromwich, B70 9LW 


Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
_ 24 Hour Service _ 



Market 

Coming 2nd April S017 

Council Car Park, 
Oldbury BG9 3DE 
£5 per car £10 per van 

For more information call 
0-74-71 037138 


STAR CLUTCHES LTD & 


SERVICE CENTRE 

★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 
^ ★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

-JL. ★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN x ^ 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 0PG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


M 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. The flower grew (4) 

3. Getting a taste of 
palm mixture to 
sing about (8) 

9. 100 join mad 
craftsman in idle 
talk (7) 

10. Brown as pie (5) 

11. Where the little 
learning can be 
found (6,6) 

13. Draw out note that 
is legal (6) 

15. Threaten one 

politician with death 

( 6 ) 

17. Wish joy to uncle at 
rag (12) 

20. Some are afraid a 
horse could get into 
their state (5) 

21. Cultivation up to 
being old (7) 

22. Giving rein to 
fancies of mad 
reign (8) 

23. The direction in 
which things are 
wrecked (4) 


Down 

1. He gets the 
message, no doubt 
( 8 ) 

2. Employees one 
should be about to 
lean on (5) 

4. Stop the others after 
half a year (6) 

5. Somehow shut my 
pools, about 2nd 
June - after I’ve 
gone (12) 

6. Get better, as I am 
to show without 
doubt (7) 

7. Happy boy has 
good head on him 

(4) 

8. Place found for a 
candidate? (8,4) 

12. Supporter heard ten 
out (8) 

14. Put in quarantine 
one who is overdue 
by such a margin 
(7) 

16. The box is not put 
upside down on the 
vehicle (6) 

18. Lower a foundation 

(5) 

19. Rear deer (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Throw (4) 

3. Stately (8) 

9. Funeral-goer (7) 

10. Part of a flower (5) 

11. Prodigality (12) 

13. Separate (6) 

15. Incentive (6) 

17. Conference (12) 

20. Aspect (5) 

21. Brave (7) 

22. Being (8) 

23. Carry (4) 


Down 

1. Praises (8) 

2. Gush (5) 

4. Aviator (6) 

5. Rapturously (12) 

6. Representative (7) 

7. Young horse (4) 

8. White-hot (12) 

12. Miss (8) 

14. Infringe (7) 

16. Brainy (6) 

18. Angry (5) 

19. Heroic (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Recount; 7 Apron; 9 Music; 
10 Keyhole; 12 Shoplifting; 14 Meaning look; 

18 Mumbled; 19 Stick; 21 Heads; 22 Or tails. 
Down: 1 Debut; 2 Polish; 3 Ant; 4 Upshot; 

5 Gosling; 8 Denials; 11 Spanner; 13 Deputed; 

15 Nobody; 16 Outlay; 17 Scale; 20 Fry. 

QUICK - Across: 6 Revenue; 7 Speed; 9 Train; 

10 Quieten; 12 Demonstrate; 14 Obstruction; 

18 Release; 19 Strew; 21 Acrid; 22 Deserve. 
Down: 1 Merry; 2 Recite; 3 Put; 4 Appear; 

5 Beneath; 8 Pulsate; 11 Roguish; 13 Absence; 
15 Thesis; 16 Outset; 17 Leave; 20 Hew. 


Quiz 


Niner 


3 manager 


1. Who succeeded John Gregory a 
of Aston Villa? 

2. Who wrote Whisky Galore? 

3. Which country was Britain’s main ally in the 
Seven Years’ War? 

4. To which family of fish does the minnow 
belong? 

5. Which former England captain has managed 
Spurs, QPR and Bristol Rovers? 


6. Which US city is named after a chairman of 
the United States Steel Corporation? 

7. What is a kora? 

8. Which dog is named after the German for 
‘badger-dog’? 

9. What is the capital of Italy’s Tuscany region? 

10. What nationality was playwright and 
novelist August Strindberg? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Soprano; 2 Sarah Hogg; 3 1965; 4 DW 
Griffith; 5 Prince Andrew; 6 Dutch; 

7 Jean-Paul Sartre; 8 London and Venice; 

9 Tim Rice; 10 The Longships. 

Niner: REACTIONS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


132359 

636879 

476679 


gives 

gives 

gives 


i French port, 
r second French port, 
i French city. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


LET US CONSTRUCT 
YOUR PERFECT WEBSITE 

From as little as £15.00 per month MNA Digital can create you your perfect website 



MNA DIGITAL 


Call 01902 319730 or visit: www.mnadigital.co.uk 
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Make a niaht of it 




Emeli Sande will be singing her heart out at The 
02 Academy in Birmingham on Sunday. Here 
at The Ticket, we Wonder where the Scottish 
songstress would go to eat, drink and be merry 
on a night out before a gig. Read All About It... 



MAKING A MEAL 


THREE CHEERS 


The Mailbox is the place to go for a meal before you 
don your dancing shoes. There’s oodles of places to 
choose from, so if you fancy a quick bite to eat there 
are burgers, pizzas or even tapas on the menu. There 
are also pubs and bars if you just want to grab a beer 
or vino before you see the gig. If you prefer something 
more decadent then Marco Pierre White’s restaurant at 
The Cube is top of the list. Fine dining with glorious views 
over the city will make this a real night to remember. We 
reckon Emeli would love a slap-up dinner there. 


Pre-gig drinks are a must on a night out so why not head 
to a place full of heart and soul? The Island Bar is a stone’s 
throw from the 02 on Suffolk Street, Queensway, and is a 
tropical paradise offering loads of cocktails including a Mint 
Choc Martini laced with vodka and chocolate mint liqueur. 

If you’re stopping in the city overnight after the gig, Quarter 
Horse coffee shop on Bristol Street serves a scrumptious 
breakfast. Think sour dough toast or cakes and pastries 
washed down with incredible coffee. Sounds like Heaven. 



POSH PAD 

Lie Next To Me at the four-star Malmaison hotel in the 
Mailbox. Here you can enjoy food, drink and sleep in 
uber stylish surrounds: think modern and moody, sultry 
and slick. There’s a brasserie and a bar so you can have 
dinner and drinks before you head to the show. There’s a 
vibrant atmosphere so it’ll certainly get you in the mood. 
Why not make a weekend of it as there’s also a spa if you 
want to kick back, relax and indulge? There are rooms 
and suites available. We love the look of the super quirky 
Nirvana suite (pictured above) which screams colourful 
and punky. It even has a mirrored Jacuzzi, perfect for 
bubbles in bubbles! Prices vary but can be as little as £75 
depending on the date. 

DISCOUNT DOZE 

If you need to watch your bank balance and require a 
cheap sleep, head to The Comfort Inn, Station Street. It’s 
only a 10-minute walk from the venue so a quick and easy 
stopover after a big night. The rooms are basic but comfy 
enough for you to rest your weary head and tired tootsies. 
The best bit is that it won’t cost much leaving you some 
spare change to download loads of Emeli’s music. 


GET THERE 


It’s easy peasy as it’s on the main drag into the city 
making it accessible by train, car or bus. Catch the train 
and head to Birmingham New Street and the 02’s only 
a 10-minute walk from the station. By bus it’s a case of 
hopping off at the nearest stop to the venue. Or by car 
there are loads of places park up. If you don’t want to 
spend a fortune on fees then you could park further out of 
the city centre and walk/bus/train in to the city. 
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Your Chronicle 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton* 

‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with yoi 


THE FLYING 
SCOTSMAN 

on The Bluebell Line 

Departing Wednesday 
19 April 2017 

All aboard for a journey along the historic 
Bluebell Railway in Sussex, hauled by the 
world’s most famous locomotive. Including 
coach travel, hotel, half board and a visit 
to Windsor, this is the perfect gift for your 
favourite train fanatic! 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star south-east area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Journey on the Bluebell Line hauled by Flying 
Scotsman, and return transfer from hotel 

✓ Free time in Windsor 


2 days, by coach 


Only £149 


LONDON 
SUMMER DAYS 


Departing Monday 21 August 2017 


What would you expect to pay for 4 nights at a 4 
star riverside hotel in central London in high season, 
with return coach travel? It’s less than you think 
with Omega. And we even include an excursion to 
Windsor! 

Price Includes... 

✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Included excursion to Windsor 

✓ Lots of free time in London 


Optional excursion to Hampton Court Palace 
& Richmond (£19pp extra) 


5 days, by coach 

f 399 ,95pp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £200pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 




Quote Code: UDD955 


VILLAGE 

and Studio Experience 
& Elarrogate 

Departing Saturday 3 June 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV village on 
Saturday 

✓ Timed admission to The Emmerdale Studio 
Experience on Sunday morning 

✓ Free time in Harrogate and Haworth 


only 


2 days, by coach 
f l^^.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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BUYING AND 
LETTING 


High quality semi 
with kerb appeal is 
expected to sell fast 

A fine example of a traditional three-bedroomed 
family home, 54 Lindley Avenue, Tipton, lies on a 
popular estate and has great appeal. 

Expecting it to sell fast, the selling agents, Skitts, are 
marketing this home with an asking price of £119,950. 

“The property boasts great kerb appeal and must 
be viewed to truly appreciate the lengths the current 
owners have gone to, in order to obtain the standard of 
accommodation that is on offer,” said a spokesman for 
the selling agents. “This property has been accurately 
appraised and will not remain on the market for long, so 
call now and arrange your viewing.” 

In more detail, it has a porch with tiled flooring and a 
door into the entrance hall. This has laminate flooring 
and an under-stairs storage cupboard. 

The lounge overlooks the frontage of the home. It has 
an electric fire point and laminate flooring. 

The dining room overlooks the rear, again having an 
electric fire point and laminate flooring. 

With wall and base units, roll edge work surfaces, a 
stainless steel sink and drainer, an electric cooker point, 
a stainless steel cooker hood, plumbing for a washing 
machine and splash-back tiling. 

The utility area has a double glazed door to the front, 
a polycarbonate roof, four double glazed windows to 
the rear and a double glazed door leading to the rear 
garden. Stairs from the entrance hall lead up to the 
landing with loft access. 

Bedroom one overlooks the front. Bedroom two has 
laminate flooring and a window to the rear. 

Bedroom three overlooks the front. 

The family bathroom has a hand basin, low level WC 
with a concealed flush, a panel bath with a shower over, 
splash back tiling, a heated chrome towel rail and a 
storage cupboard. 

Outside, to the rear of the property is a patio area 
separated by a wooden picket fence with steps down to 
a lawn. To the front of the home is a concrete print drive 
sufficient for several vehicles. 


TIPTON £119,950 



KEY FEATURES 

Traditional semi 
3 bedrooms 

High standard of accommodation 
Expected to sell fast 
Popular estate 




focus on achieving more ™ with loveyourpostcode.com® 
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Three-bed semi house 
new to the market 


WEST BROMWICH 
£175,000 


New to the property market, this three-bedroomed 
semi-detached house in Great Bridge Street, West 
Bromwich, is for sale through Paul Dubberley at 
£175,000. 

The accommodation briefly comprises an entrance 
hall, four reception rooms, a kitchen, a conservatory, 
a downstairs wet room and an upstairs family 
bathroom. The property also benefits from majority 
gas central heating, majority double glazing, off-road 
parking and with gardens to front and rear. 

Call Paul Dubberley on 0121 525 2111. 



Unique home 
has permission 
to build three 
new dwellings 

TIPTON 

£425,000 «< 


A unique detached four- 
bedroomed family home 
set in substantial grounds 
in Clarkes Grove, Tipton, 
comes with the added 
advantage of previous 
outline planning permission 
for the construction of three 
additional dwellings. 

It is for sale through Paul 
Dubberley at £425,000. 

It has a reception hall, 
a downstairs bathroom, 
a lounge, a dining area, a 
fitted kitchen, conservatory, 
a downstairs bedroom with 
an en suite, three upstairs 
bedrooms, a family shower 
room, large rear parking 
area, brick stores, a carport 
and extensive front garden. 
The property also has a long 
driveway to wrought iron 
entrance gates. 

Call 0121 522 3733. 


Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 






CNAirtllD SURVIYORS 


Thursday 6th April 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 


by Auction? 

Call for your 
No Obligation 
Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Auctioneers 

of Residential and 


CmFI 

1* 

Commercial Property, 



Land and Development 



Opportunities 


L, r " r - N „ . » 

■ i 





Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


Highly modernised and thoughtfully extended house 


Highly modernised and 
thoughtfully extended, this four- 
bedroomed semi-detached family 
home in Graham Close, Tipton, is 
for sale through Skitts at £197,500. 

The residence is located on the 
very popular Wednesbury Oak 
Estate and occupies a choice 
position on the road. 

There is further potential that this 
property has to offer, being a piece 
of land to the front that has planning 
permission for either a garage or an 
annexe. 


TIPTON 

£197,500 

It includes a dining area, a well 
equipped modern kitchen, an 
upstairs family bathroom and en 
suite to the master bedroom, block 
paved off-street parking for several 
vehicles, a garage and an enclosed 
rear garden. 

To book that all important viewing, 
call Skitts on 0121 520 2255 or 
visit www.skitts.net 




BIGWOOD 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


sdlbigwood.co.uk 
^0 aSDLBigwood 


ENTRIES INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 
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oulsnam 


www.oulsnam.net 



a 

Brandi Manage 
Jenna HIM 


4 


o 


a 


Senior Safe* Negotiator 
Becky Smith 


|N| 

Ben Palfrey 


Negotiator 
Jod*e Auat n 




Kelly Theodosi 


Viewing Negohakx 
Kir sty Watkais 



Hagley Road 0121 429 9986 
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SKITTS 


Sell Online from £799 Inc VAT | _ | 
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ESTATE AGENTS 



Thunderbolt ^ 

... - . ^ 


Way, Tipton 


Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 



# • * 

(t #li 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts.net 01384 214 996 




bilston@skitts.net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 

willenhall@skitts. net 
sedgley@skitts. net 
wednesbury@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 
lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 


01902 353578 
01922 478104 

01902 631151 
01902 686868 
0121 505 1818 
01902 732324 


Wednesbury Oak ^ 
Road, Tipton 


1 EPC TBC 





Shinglers Drive, ^ 
Tipton 

w 



w 

Monins Avenue, 


> 4,950 1 

mm 

Tipton 





Bridge Road, 
Tipton 









Great Meadow, 
Tipton 


m 






Upper Church 
Lane, Tipton 
Fees Apply 



Downes 
Court, Tipton 
Fees Apply 
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Church Hill.Wednesbury 


• ••Goodchilds** 


• Semi Detached 


• Three Bedrooms 


• Living Room 


• Kitchen/Diner 


• Family Bathroom 


OIRO £155,000 

_y 




• Deceptively spacious 

• Three large bedrooms 

• Family bathroom 

• En-suite to master 

• Enclosed rear garden 

• Detached garage 


OIEO £150,000 



• Deceptively Spacious 

• Semi Detached 

• Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Utility Area 

• Double Glazing 

Guide Price 


INSTRUCT GOODCHILDS TO SELL 
YOUR PROPERTY BEFORE EASTER 

TO GET £525 OFF 

YOUR FEE OR YOU MAY GET IT 

SOLD FOR FREE! 


We are giving every person that instructs Goodchilds to sell 
their property before 27th March 2017 an easter egg. Five 
of these special eggs will be GOLD (chocolate) and those 5 
lucky winners will get their property SOLD for FREE! 


me Coficttttom Apptf for detain 


• Ideal for first time buyers and investors 

• Two bedrooms 

• Generous living space 

• Close to local amenities 

• Double glazed 


• Mid Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Ideal Investment 

• Enclosed Rear Garden 

• Parking 


V OIRO £110,000 


v OIEO £100,000 


• Three bedrooms 

• Two reception rooms 

• Fitted kitchen 

• Family bathroom 

• On road parking 

• Ideal for investors and first time buyers 

OIRO £89,950 


• ••Goodchilds** 

• Upper Floor Flat 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Kitchen 

• Double Glazed 

• Allocated Parking 


\^Offers in the region 


• ••Goodchilds** 


• Second Floor Apartment 

• Entrance Hallway 

• Kitchen 


• Living Room 

• Family Bathroom 


^Offers in the region 

J 


• Upper Floor Maisonete 


• Double Glazing 


• Gas Central Heating 


• Family Bathroom 


• Two Bedrooms 


• Living Room 


V OIRO £80,000 

y 


• ••Goodchilds#* 


• Three Bedrooms 


• Living Room 


• Bathroom 


• Kitchen 


• Gas Central Heating 


OIEO £45,000 

_y 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


■ Stoke-on-Trent 

* Sutton Coldfield 

* Tamworth 

* Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


B3 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 












































































































































Sorbus Street, Bilston 





V 



r 


Wedgbury Close,Wednesbury 




• Newly Refurbished 


• Three Bedroom semi detached 



NEW LANDLORDS, INSTRUCT G000CHILDS 
TO LET YOUR PROPERTY AND YOU WILL 
RECEIVE 3 MONTHS COMMISSION FREE! 





Wiley Road South,Wednesbury 


• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• New Build First Floor 

• Communal Entrance/Staircase 

• Hallway 

• Lounge/Kitchen 

• Applicants Awaiting property of this style 


^Monthly rental £450 



1 Two Bedrooms First Floor Apartment 

> Double Glazing 

' Electric Heating 
1 Fitted Kitchen 
' Allocated Parking 

> SORRY NO DHSS 


• Two Bedroom Upper floor flat 

• Large Lounge 

• Laminate Flooring 

• Fitted Bathroom 


• DHSS ACCEPTED 

• Half price fees! 


^Monthly Rental £475 




^Monthly Rental £400 





View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


» Stoke-on-Trent 
» Sutton Coldfield 
* Tamworth 
» Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


D 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Call 0121 314 9526 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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pauldubberleyco.uk 


Paul 

Dubberley wednesbury 


Bannister Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 110,000 



OVER LOOKING THE CANAL this well positioned two bedroom mid 
terrace property in a cul-de-sac location, accommodation briefly 
comprises of living room, kitchen, two bedrooms, shower room, front and 


Devon Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£70,000 



VIEWING ESSENTIAL first floor apartment, open plan lounge with fitted 
kitchen, one bedroom with fitted wardrobes, fitted shower-room, shared 
drive-way and well maintained garden. 


Hucker Road, Walsall, WS2 

£90,000 



Three bedroom property comprising of entrance hallway, lounge, kitchen 
diner, upstairs bathroom, front and rear gardens. 


Blenheim Drive, Wednesbury, WS10 

£80,000 



Modern TWO BEDROOM 2nd floor apartment. Close to all local amenities 
and GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS offering a spacious open plan lounge, 
dining and kitchen area, family bathroom, TWO BEDROOMS and an 


Rooth Street, Wednesbury, WS10 


£240,000 


Large Avenue, WEDNESBURY, WS10 

£179,950 


Charlotte Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 110,000 



p> b>SUMMARY /b>Beautifully presented semi-detached property 
having spacious accommodation throughout. A mixture of characterful 
features and modern fittings have been used to make this exceptional 


□p>Qb>SUMMARYn/b>EXTENDED FAMILY HOME OFFERING four 
bedrooms situated on a generous corner plot and located in a cul-de-sac, 
comprising of through lounge, fitted kitchen diner, family bathroom, 


p> b>SUMMARY /b>End-terraced 3 BEDROOM home with a REAR 
EXTENSION, property has OFF ROAD PARKING to the front, is close 
to all local amenities and GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS. Offering NO 


Woden Road North, Wednesbury, 

WS10 £145,000 



□p>nb>SUMMARYn/b>VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate the 
accommodation on offer this family home situated in a popular residential 
area of Wednesbury close to all local amenities including local shops, 


Barlow Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£85,000 



PUBLIC NOTICE Paul Dubberley are now in receipt of an offer for the 
sum of £88,500 for 51 Barlow Road, Wednesbury WS10 9QB. Anyone 
wishing to place an offer on this property should contact Paul Dubberley 
Wednesburv on 0121 505 3533 before exchanae of contracts takes Dlace 


Blakedon Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 100,000 



Three bedroom semi-detached property in need of refurbishment, 
accommodation comprises of entrance porch, living room, kitchen,family 
bathroom, garage, off road parking and rear gardens 


Bustleholme Lane, West Bromwich, 

B71 £310,000 



A four bedroom detached property comprising of a porch, two reception 
rooms, dining room, kitchen, downstairs W/C, upstairs family bathroom, off 
road parking and a garage 


Charlemont Avenue, West Bromwich, 

B71 £245,000 



A five bedroom semi detached house comprising of a porch, two reception 
rooms, study/utility room, breakfast kitchen, an upstairs family bathroom, 
gas central heating, double glazing, front and rear gardens 


Churchfields Way, West Bromwich, B71 

£ 220,000 



A modern style three bedroom semi-detached property comprising of 
a hallway, downstairs WC, kitchen, lounge, upstairs bathroom, en-suite 
shower room, front and rear gardens, off road parking and garage 


Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich, 

B70 £175,000 



A three bedroom semi-detached house, hall, four reception rooms, kitchen, 
conservatory, downstairs wet room and an upstairs family bathroom, gas 
central heating and double glazing, parking and gardens 


Tame Street, West Bromwich, B70 

£140,000 



A two bedroom mid terraced property comprising of a hallway, downstairs 
WC, lounge, conservatory, kitchen, upstairs family bathroom, gas central 
heating, double glazing, gardens to front and rear and with off road parking 


Grange Road, West Bromwich, B70 

£135,000 



An opportunity to acquire a spacious 3 bedroom mid terrace property 
located within walking distance of West Bromwich Town Centre, tram links 
and major commuting routes. 


Summerlee Road, Birmingham, B24 

£125,000 



A three bedroom house being sold with NO UPWARD CHAIN and briefly 
comprising of a porch, lounge, kitchen, hallway, downstairs bathroom, 
central heating, double glazing, off road parking and a garage 



Harvills Hawthorn, West Bromwich, 

B70 £115,000 


£115,000 


Griffiths Road, West Bromwich, B71 


A three bedroom mid terraced house briefly comprising of a shared 
porch, entrance hallway, two reception rooms, kitchen and a downstairs 
bathroom, double glazing, gardens to front and rear and a rear garage 


A two bedroom semi detached house briefly comprising of an entrance 
hallway, through lounge, kitchen, utility/sun room, upstairs bathroom, off 
road parking and a garage 


Wellesley Road, Oldbury, B68 

£95,000 



A three bedroom mid terraced property with a through lounge, lobby, 
kitchen and a down stairs family bathroom. The property also benefits from 
gas central heating, UPVC double glazing gardens to front and rear 






























Paul 

Dubberley 


pauldubberleyco.uk 


GREAT BRIDGE 


Highfield Road, Tipton, DY4 

£92,500 



Middle Terrace Family Home offering the benefit of double glazing and gas 
central heating. Viewing recommended. 3 Bedrooms 


Bedford Street, Tipton, DY4 

£87,000 



Modern Luxury Ground Floor Apartment Superbly Presented 
accommodation, viewing is highly recommended, upvc double glazing, 
electric heating, security entrance doors, great location. 2 Bedrooms 


Moncrieffe Close, Dudley, DY2 

£45,000 



Purpose Built Second Floor Apartment, No Upward Chain • Electric 
Heating. 1 Bedroom. Ideal buy to let. 


Eastfield Road, Tipton, DY4 

£ 120,000 



Spacious Middle Terrace having the benefit of double glazing, gas central 
heating and spacious family accommodation. Ideal for a first time buyer. 
3Bedrooms 


Old Port Close, Tipton, DY4 

£65,000 



Modern PURPOSE BUILT GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT having the 
benefit of upvc double glazing, electric heating and having LOVELY CANAL 
VIEWS. 1 Bedroom 



Semi Detached Family Home having the benefit of upvc double glazing 
and gas central heating. Making an ideal first time purchase or buy to let 
investment. 3 Bedrooms 



FIND YOUR 
PERFECT PROPERTY 


Queen Street, Tipton, DY4 

£ 100,000 



Investment Opportunity with current tenant. Agreement till October 2017, 
£525 per month.Semi Detached offering upvc double glazing, gas central 
heating and cul de sac location. 3 Bedrooms 


Stella Road, Tipton, DY4 

£115,000 



Heron House, Tipton, DY4 

£65,000 



Modern Purpose Built Third Floor Apartment offering the benefit of electric 
heating, upvc double glazing and no upward chain, making an ideal buy to 
let investment. 2 Bedrooms 





ENERGY 

PrRFDRMANCF 

CERTIFICATE 

SALES 


ill unii 

SURVEY 


a 


VALUATIONS 

a LETTINGS 


ALL UNDER 


ONE ROOF 


Lindley Avenue, Tipton, DY4 

£ 112,000 



Impressive Extended Traditional Semi Detached sought after area, upvc 
double glazing, gas central heating, no upward chain and improved 
extended accommodation. 3 Bedrooms 





0121 522 3733 tipton@pauldubberley.co.uk 
73 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7HF 




APPROVED CODE 

tradingstandards.gov.uk 
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Aeriels 


Carpets 


Fencing 


J. J. Digital Aerials Mpm 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite JJ 

WE GUARANTEE TO SOFA c 

BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE .... nn . ' 

AERIALS£55-SATELLITE£65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST U 0 | n mnuo U. 



Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Blinds & Curtains 


City 


Blinds 


FREE MEASURING, QUOTATION 
AND FITTING SERVICE 

We supply a wide range from Rollers, Verticals, 
Wooden, Venetian and Faux Woods to cater for 
any home or business. 

Est, over 10 years 

SUPPLY TO TRADE AND RESIDENTIAL 
Call us on 07967 718899 
Email city.blinds@yahoo.co.uk 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work undertaken: 
Bathrooms / kitchens / Plumbing / Extensions 
Plastering / Tiling / Roofing 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 07810 122133 



Floors to Doors | Windows to Roofs 
Kitchens to Wardrobes | Fencing to Decking 
All carpentry work undertaken 




Bilk2807 


o®[]QD 03Q0SBD 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Est:over 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. I”? Choose at Home Service 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take /W Free Quotations and Measuring , 

away old carpets free of charge v^ V Well bring 100’s of carpet samples 

Shave doors. Bed/Sofa disposal. -—I bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Electric 

Beds 


from 

£549 


II 


Rise 
and Tilt 
Chairs 


£450 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sqyd 

was £14.99 


Double Orthopaedic 
Divan Bed 


£245 




Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


PLUS- % 


Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 




T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121-601-8034 
07833-312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 



many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


T&D FENCING 


I LOW PRICES! 

I HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
ft AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 630 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 

01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 
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ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 




Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 




MDB Electrical 

( Services 

All Electrical 

i 


Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 


MB& electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: - 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & hfM 
Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 



Decorating 


Co our lone 

Interior & exterior pai nting ^* 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


S 0121-565 4533 


Flooring 


AktuMLouppa 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



Garage Doors 


jpr.r.! 


L M S 

GARAGE DOOfjl 

All types of) doors 
supplied and fittely 

Fast low cost, same: 
day repairs 

For a free survey and 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 1118701 


Plastering 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


LockRite 

Local father & 

Daugther Locksmith & 
SECURITY SERVICES 

Y Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 
/ Emergency lock & door opening 

Y uPVC specialist Y Key Cutting on site 

Y British Standard insurance 
approved locks used-Bs3621 

Y Double Glazing Unit Repairs 
www.lockrite.org 



DBS 

CHECKED 


CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 


CJL Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


^^07538 718264 




Plumbing 


H OUSEHOLD- 

P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V*—www.household-plumbing.co.uk —^ 



LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 


15 years’ experience 










































































































































Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


Property Maintenance 



‘Tree Surgeon Specialist ‘Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
‘Hedges Pruned/Shaped ‘Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
‘Fencing ‘Turfing ‘Concreting ‘Driveways & Patios 
‘Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 

T 

V 

Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Hf. > 

Call Jason for a 

sin 

f No Obligation Quote 

Fully Insured 


Tel: 01922 615936 

ks 

^Mob: 07809 431703 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING 

• Central heating installation and repairs 

• Bathrooms supplied and fitted or fitting only 
1 Kitchen installation 

• Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 

• Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 5026217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 

www.jhheatingandplumbing.com 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


REGISTERED 


Gas Safe registered 120506 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 



Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter . 

Special Offers: 
Now On! 


ive you had' . 
your boiler/fire 
Ted for Carbi 
, Monoxide?? „ 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices ijj=jj 

All work undertaken ---- 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2561 


Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 



. INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Lon all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817906745/01562730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 


• General/Breakdown Service 


• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 

safe 

Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

550781 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


ms® 


KEN 

GAKDENiF.otiam BANNISTER 






07486.054067 




fj HUGE DISCOUNTS 

u ON ALL TREE WORK 


Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www. holtomimenlalironwork. co. uk 



Family run business with if j 
over 30 years experience 

Tiling 
Slating 
Flat Roofing 
Sealing 
Pointing 
Lead work 
UPVC Fascia Cladding 
Ridges 
Flashing 
Guttering 

Tel: 0121 555 6542 
07756461267 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

©0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate SJile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip S. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

elite'rCastTcs. 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



m 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

j Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes P ‘i 

• All Building Work Undertaken 1 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens * Damp Proofing 
* Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) * Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

k * ★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering J*. 4 

* Painting & Decorating ^ 1^/ 

★ Plumbing / emergencies 
★ Bunding work 

A w ' All worlc guaranteed Jv 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



Rubbish Removal 


ROB’S 



RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
| REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

_ Small Jobs ; 

■ no problem kt 

We load, J 
No Skips » ^ 

Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

>0121 500 6033 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


Window Specialists 


Full Window 
Wiza rd Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 



Thursday, March 16, 2017 





































































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 16, 2017 


42 
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1 Family 


Leisure Time 
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Pets & Animals 




8 Motoring 


Business & Farming 


Property 




Local Information 


10 Personals 


Free Ads 



For items up 

VISIT: 

to £250 

Simply press the free ad icon. 

Sorry, no pets, guns 

or livestock. 

Private advertisers only. 

L 



- 

Place a paid for advert 

© 

By Phone 01902317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 



© 

Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


1- 1 -\ 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


Classified Ads 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Cental England Co-operative 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 




Leisure 

Time 


SAILING GEAR 

Life jacket, various sizes. One 
harness and life line. 180ft splic¬ 
ing rope. Main reefing blocks. 
Bruce anchor and chain. Sailing 
waterproofs, 2 sets, male ana 
female. Offers. 
Telephone 01922 443287. 


WANTED TRAILER for 3m inflatable 
boat, can collect. 

01785 248358. 07931 674876. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


■ llfrlVTllHllE 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


PRE-OWNED CARAVAN with 
decking, includes all 2017 site fees, 
full 2 month season. Payment 
options (T&Cs) available. £17,495. 
Call Paul 07960 944721 for details. 

COSALT CAPRI Super 35x12, 2 
bedroom, £15,000 double glazed, 
central heated, decking included 
(worth £8,000) Call 07809 607 535 



2 BERTH TOURER 

Sterling Eccles Topaz SE 
(2013). 2 berth caravan. Excel¬ 
lent condition. Motor mover, 
solar panel. Aide heating. 2 
awnings. Fully equipped 
£12,999 ono. 

01889 577721. 



caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



table top sale 


HILL TOP METHODIST 
CHURCH 

New Street, Hill Top 
West Bromwich 
B70 0HW 

TABLE TOP SALE 

Saturday, March 18. 

9am to 1pm 
£5 per table 
To book ring Ann 
0121 556 4726 or 
07896163130. 


A 


Home & 
Services 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 

donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 
RED ITALIAN leather two 2-seater 
sofas, immaculate condition, £150. 
Must collect. 0121 406 3246. 


RISE RECLINE CHAIR 

covered in fabric. 
Excellent condition 

£120 ono 
01785 664349. 


THREE AND two seater sofa plus 
stool, cream in colour, cost £3,500, 
as new condition, 3 months old, 
£600 o.n.o. 07796 452623. 


AMAZING SALE Autos, tumble 
dryers from £79. Gas & electric 
cookers, fires, fridge freezers, built 
in ovens & hobs at sale price 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 
MATTRESS, as new, 2 months old, 
genuine medical reason for sale, 
£150. 07783 699517. No withheld 
numbers please. Buyer to collect. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


mmmMB 


Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 7 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


SINKS, TOILETS, TRAYS 

Large quanitity of new sinks, 
toilets and shower trays. Buyer 
to collect. 

£400 ono. 

07802 487951. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



aerials 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
: RESULTS ■ 


“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 





B v/sa| 

m 




alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet fitters 


JUS-, -- -,-- 

to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 

JR Bathrooms Over 20 years exp in 
bathrooms and plastering. 20% off 
07392 379741 / 01543 529648. 


ESlBSfflg Bm'sl 

/er 20 years 
5xpenenee|n, t 
kitchen instz 
[TILING/PLASTERING/ 
FREE QUOTES 
20% off throughout March1| 

07392379741 9r 01543 529648 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


AD 


DAMP 

PROOFING 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, 
building & plastering work I I 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


fencing 


l PORT WRYf 
p FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon m 
83 Poriway Rd, W'bury ™ 


gardening 

services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

^ patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 


J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


handyman 

services 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 

«• 


Xt. 


I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Plastering, Slabbing and Roofing. 
01902 683100 or 07935 906384. 


^ house clearancesj 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE Full, part 
and single rubbish removed. 
Garage and sheds cleared. Leather 
3 piece suites / leather chesterfields 
wanted. Call now 01922 492007. 

^ ironing services ^ 

KAREN 
Q BATES 

Ironing Services - Stafford 

07841 677282 

^ kitchen fitters ^ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

^ lock services ^ 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

painters / ^ 

v decorators 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 
LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 

^ plans prepared 'j 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

^ plastering ^ 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 11 0. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 770897 
MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 
STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 
Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


V_ 

blinds 

\ 



MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 

" 502 ? 


MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 


HILLARYS 



TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL 

advisor call 0800 916 6563 or visit hillarys.co.uk 
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plumbing & 

^_ heating 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


removals 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 701943, 07899 635852. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


] 


OVERHAUL ROOFING 

New Slating, Tiling, 
Flat Fibre, Chimneys, 
Guttering, Flashings, 
uPVC Fascia Cladding 

0121 6020346 
07904 736165 


skip hire 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“Thanks to 
our Classified 
advertising in the 
Express & Star we 
are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us!” 


Grinsells Skip Hire. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


Classifiedlcls 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


EURO SKIP HIRE 

We supply Mini, Midi 
and builders skips. 

CALL NOW 
for a FREE quote on: 
01922 615 842 or 
07966 633380 


W SEES & MM GIIIE 

£££s 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! f 
Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

EURO SKIP HIRE we supply mini, 
midi and builders skips, free guote: 
01922 615842 or 07§66 633380. 
STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 

V _ 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA'S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 


♦ 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from 
their Classified 
Campaign” 


Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



Pets & 

L Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the reguired 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


HAND REARED BABY BUDGIE, 

with cage, toys and food, £80. 
Telephone 07716 847443. 
YORKIE PUPPIES 9 weeks old, 
Mom and Dad can be seen, £350. 
07518 082265. 



THIS SPACE 



Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 

LBiBn wB B?a ai. i j a 

STEEL SHIPPING CONTAINERS 

10, 20, 30, 40 Yard. Good Condi¬ 
tion. Transport can be arranged at 
cost. Contact for more info. 07802 
487 951 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



Property 




J9 

Ac t onmuidiit Ion 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*Includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 



(IXlQISQil&ilSa 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your reguirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

FLAT SHARE Cannock area, fur¬ 
nished, bills included, launderette, 
parking, employer references reg. 
01543 279435. 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


i<? I Sell yuur iivuqe - gimriE 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 

AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU ^ o 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU rt f) 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION yrV 





subject to terms 

black-countryhomes.co.uk ^ 


CASH NOW ; 


FOR YOUR 

HOUSE 


0800 38 


»Legal Fees Paid 
»No Fees 
»Any Condition 


• Guaranteed Offer We can 

• Repossessions buwour 

St °PP ed house, n 


01902 628047 


Lines open 24 hours a day 7 days a week 


DU1K 

A run by women 


• No Fees* Y' 

• Any property # Repossessions stopped ( 

• Any condition • Deceased estates _i 

• Free confidential service C 


l 

T» 


01922 756 022973 


□ 


CAN BEAT ANY 



Private® 


We are looking for houses in your area. We will 
take any type of property in any condition. 

Call us first ■ highest prices paid 


I pay 100% of purchase price 


0800 783 2822 



Dewmark 

Homes 


WE PAY MORE. 


01902 628 047 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 

“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

Classified! ids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you all circumstances considered 
make a fresh start complete on date to suit 

With solutions to suit... ™ E V*™ AN ° LEGALS 

you can clear your debts FRIENDLY ADVICE . 

and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 

0121 




*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


Jobs 


CLASS 2 DRIVERS / 7.5 T Drivers / 
Scaffolders for good long term con¬ 
tracts. Call 0121 580 



DROP FORGE STAMPER required 
to work on Huta Zygmunt forging 
hammers ranging from 1600 - 
6300, working 39 hours per week ( 
Mon - Thu ) Overtime as required. 
Permanent contract. 

Contact: 0121 526 7138 or 
e-mail: info@george-dyke.co.uk 


Accredited BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE 

r\r WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY & 16-17 SEPT. 

TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER 



* 

face 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN ASA PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

. Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 
NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 



EXPERIENCED MACHINE 
OPERATOR (manual machines) 
required full time for busy Tipton 
engineering company. Wage 


QUALITY MANAGER/ 
ENGINEER 

required 

by Oldbury based Engineering 
Company 

to manage and maintain our 
QA IS09001 

Position Full/Part time 

Salary Negotiable - training 
available for right candidate 


CV to Kal@feel-online.co.uk 


Beta Heat Treatment Ltd 
require 
DRIVER 


Driver (CPC advantage) 
Salary circa £17.5k + o/time 

Contact D Lawrence 
for an interview 
0121-552-1700 
10 -12am only 

See web site for full detail:- 
www.claytonholdings.com 


INDUSTRIAL DOOR FITTER Must 
be experienced with full driving 
Licence, immediate start Wages 
dependant on experience, up to 
£15 per hour. Tel 0121 505 2077. 
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full time - general 


. rtwirttv M A hr 


This is a great opportunity 
to get involved in a rapidly 
expanding global market 
leader in the automotive 
electronics industry 


ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT 


Salary negotiable 

Reporting to the Finance Manager. The ideal candidate will be an 
experienced or a part/newly qualified accountant. Highly motivated, 
ambitious and prepared to get involved in all aspects of the company’s 
business. You will be expected to be able to prepare management 
accounts for the company of circa 14 million turnover. You will be 
required to interface with all departments at all levels. Previous experience 
of management accounts, sales, purchase and general ledger control 
essential. Experience of Microsoft Dynamics NAV would be an advantage. 


QUALITY AND CUSTOMER SERVICES 
ASSISTANT 

Salary negotiable 

Reporting to the Quality and Customer Services Director. The ideal 
candidate will have previous experience in auditing quality systems to 
IS09001. Good data retrieval skills and knowledge of Excel and Microsoft 
packages are essential. You will need excellent communication skills to 
liaise with all departments at all levels. Experience of Microsoft Dynamics 
NAV would be an advantage 


Apply in writing or email enclosing CV and current salary to: 

Fiona Bates, Connects2 Ltd, High Street, Princes End, Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 9HG. 

Email jobs@connects2.com 


Closing date 17.03.17 


www.connectsQ.com 


FINANCE 
DATA ANALYST 

Duties to Include: 

• Stewardship of Financial Data in Sage 

• Create New Stock Codes & BOMS 

• Monthly reporting of KPI's form Source Data 

• Review & Maintenance of BOM's 

• Review and Maintenance of Stock Records 

• Set Up and Maintain Customer Data Base - To include the collation 
of email addresses to enable the emailing of Invoices and 
Statement 

• Maintenance of Supplier Database - Including Insurance and 
Quality Accreditation checks 

• Assist the Financial Controller as Required 

• Sales and Margin Analysis 

• Develop daily exception reports 
Person Specification 

• Hard working, enthusiastic and able to use own initiative to 
resolve problems 

• Highly Computer Literate with proven advanced Excel skills 

• Experience of Sage 200 or similar would be an advantage 

Please forward your CV together with a covering letter 
indicating current salary to jennifer.chantry@mallatitie.co.uk 


^\allatite 



CAD/CAM ENGINEER 

We have pleasure in offering the position of CAD/CAM Engineer. The 
successful applicant must have at least some experience in 3D Solidworks 
and or similar and have experience in reading engineering drawings, also 
be willing to train on our ‘Bysoft’ CAM programming software. You must 
have basic word processing skills (Microsoft word etc) as well as an 
excellent telephone manner. 

An outward personality would be an advantage as customer liaison is an 
important aspect of the position, any knowledge in material specifications 
i.e. Mild steel Stainless Steel or manufacturing in general would give a 
good base from which to start. You must be happy to work within a small 
but extremely busy office environment, be well organized and have an 
excellent attention to detail. 

The successful applicant will be rewarded with an excellent 
remuneration package. 

For more information and an application form call 

Neil Tomkins 0121 520 2444 or email neil@accurate-laser.co.uk 


EXPERIENCED 


TAXI OFFICE OPERATOR 

A reliable person required to take and pass bookings. Knowledge 
of local area and own transport would be an advantage. 

Main hours Fri/Sat 17.00 - 01.00 £7.20p/h. 

Additional hours available. 


Waterfront Cars, Unit M, Office No 4, 
Woodside Industrial Estate, Pedmore Road, 
Dudley DY2 ORL 

Email: ali.waterfrontcars@live.co.uk 
_ Tel: 07956 285555 after 2pm _ 


Waterfront Cars 



BEECHCROFT 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

Salop Drive, Oldbury B68 9AG 


SECRETARY/ADMINISTRATOR 


Required at Beechcroft Residential Home 

working with the Manager Monday - Friday 9.00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 

Experience of working in a Care Home 
environment would be advantageous. 

Applicants must have professional telephone manner, possess excellent 
IT and organisational skills and be able to work on own initiative. 

Interested applicants to apply with current 
CV to admin@carltoncaregroup.co.uk 
Job description available upon request 




Building & Scaffolding Ltd 


SBBS Building & Scaffolding Ltd, Wednesbury 

require 

SCAFFOLDERS, SCAFFOLDING 
TRAINEES & LABOURERS 

Training will be provided. 

You must be over 18. 


Please Tel: Joe on 07918 742851. 
Email craig@sbbs-site.co.uk 


MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 
REQUIRED 

Must have experience in 
Breakdown and General 
Maintenance and some 
electrical knowledge to 
maintain Slitting Machines / 
Rolling Mills. 


2 X ROLLER SHUTTER 
LATH FABRICATORS / 
ASSEMBLERS 


required for large roller shutter 
door manufacturer 

Apply in writing with current CV 
to the following address 


Good rates of pay for an 
experienced person 

Birmingham Area 
Please apply only with CV to 

quality@staystrip.co.uk 


James Sandland 
Manager 

THE PRIORY SHUTTER & 
DOOR COMPANY LTD 
89-91 Rolfe Street, 
Smethwick B66 2AY 


management / supervisory 


CONTRACTS MANAGER 

A well-established industrial and commercial roofing company 
based in West Bromwich but operational throughout most of the 
UK is seeking to appoint a full-time Contracts Manager to 
oversee all aspects of project management from commencement 
to completion. The successful candidate will have proven 
experience in this field and must be self-motivated with good 
communication and organisational skills so as to ensure that 
programmes are met to the required standards and within 
budget whilst maximising client satisfaction and complying fully 
with safety legislation. Remuneration package negotiable 
commensurate with experience. 

Please apply by forwarding CV to 
info@totalroofcontrol.co.uk 



PENN COMMERCIALS LTD 
OLDBURY 

Have immediate vacancies for 
the Following 
SKILLED positions 

* Bodyshop Foreman 
* Panel Beaters 

Applications to 

PAUL TAYLOR 

Office hours 0121 552 9900 
Mobile 07836 715221 

Email: paul@ 
penncommercials.com 



20 HOME CARERS, £8.75ph Must 
have checkable work history,Car 
drivers preferred, Full time and 
weekend work available, West 
Bromwich, Smethwick, Cradley 
Heath, Tipton and Rowley Regis. 
Call Lee at Proline Care on 0121 
687 8867 





CHEVROLET MATIZ SX 


2006, ocean blue, good eco¬ 
nomical runner, 124,000 miles, 
abs, electric windows, air bags, 
electric mirrors, air con, MoT, 
central locking, pas, alloys, CD. 

£650. 

07890 915022. 



FIAT PUNTO 


2002, 86k, yellow, 1.2 Sporting, 
16v, c/I, e/w, al, pas, CD, long 
MoT, new brakes, clean/good 
runner, alloys sunroof. 

£420.00 ono 
07811 116918. 


FORD MONDEO ESTATE 

Reg 2002, silver, Ghia, excel¬ 
lent condition, 63,000 miles, 
petrol, MoT July 2017. 

£850 ono. 

07971 060901. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MINI COOPER 

54 plate, 56,090 miles. 
11 months MoT. 

£2,400 ono. 


07715 075185. 01922 411832. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



PEUGEOT 206 


2007,1.4, petrol, 3-dr. 
41,000 miles, silver. 
12 months MoT, FSH. 
One previous owner, 
very good car 
£1,200 ono. 
07850 453825. 


MUST BE SED4 


RENAULT CLIO 

07 regn, silver, 52,000 miles. 
12 months MoT, immaculate 
condition. 

£1,495 

07486 666095 



RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 


2005,77.000 Miles, black, elec¬ 
tric windows, electric mirrors, 
air con, alarm, MoT, central 
locking, sunroof 

£500 ono 

07710918894 



DNEPR HISTORIC VEHICLE 


1969 Motorcycle Combination. 
750cc flat twin engine, with 
reverse gear. Last MoT 2 years 
ago, now held on SORN. 

£2,750. 


07811 279236. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



crash / repairs / ^ 

i resprays 


PORTWAY 

RESPRAYS 

p eiden t Repairs 
Cars and Vans 
Self Prep 
■Respraysw 
from £250 
OIDRURY 
0121 552 3133 



Local 


Information 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogi- 

01902 71? 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


public & legal notices 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The proposed development does not accord with the provisions of the Development Plan 
in force in the area in which it is situated. 

DC/16/60152 Mr Chris Ashmore Anglo Caribbean Exports Proposed general 

Ashmore Properties Chaters Close industrial commercial 

Limited Tipton DY4 8JQ unit (Class B2). 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

The council proposes to construct a new zebra crossing on Axletree Way, Wednesbury 
adjacent to Pizza Hut and approximately 40m south of the existing roundabout 
junction. A copy of the map showing full details of the proposed location of the 
new crossing may be inspected at the offices of the Area Director Regeneration & 
Economy, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, B69 3DE during normal 
office hours. Representations in writing, stating your grounds, to Steve Wall, 

Senior Engineer, Highways Services at Freeth Street address or email to: 
steve_wall@sandwell.gov.uk by 07/04/2017. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Carnegie Road, Rowley Regis) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Carnegie Road, Rowley Regis between Admirals Way and Moor Lane. 
Traffic will be diverted via Ross, Powke Lane and Moor Lane. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected 
to be completed by 29/03/17, effective from 27/03/17. Purpose - repairs to a leaking 
water main by South Staffs Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Park Lane East, Tipton) (Temporary Road Closure 
No.2) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding 
along Park Lane East, Tipton (Station Street - Slater Road). Traffic will be diverted via 
Lower Church Lane, Dudley Port, Sedgley Road East, Victoria Road and vice-versa. 

The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 09/04/17, effective from 27/03/17. 
Purpose - work to a railway bridge necessitating the use of scaffolding by Network Rail. 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Princess Road, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Princess Road, Oldbury (Salop Road - northern boundary of No.39 
Princess Road, Oldbury). Traffic will be diverted via Salop Street, Edmonds Road, 

Valentine Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work 
necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 
20/04/17, effective from 30/03/17. Purpose - new gas connections by Balfour Beatty 
for National Grid. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Londonderry Lane, Smethwick) (Temporary 
One-Way Operation) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles 
from proceeding along Londonderry Lane, Smethwick between Queens Road and the 
side road also called Londonderry Lane other than in a westerly direction. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 06.00hrs on 
24/03/17, effective from 20.00hrs on 23/03/17. Alternative route for east bound vehicles 
via Thimblemill Road, Hales Lane and Manor Road. Purpose - crane lift to enable access 
to telecoms equipment onto the Queens Head Public House by Beacon Communications. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The council proposes to make The Borough Council of Sandwell (Victoria Park 
Academy and St Philips Catholic Primary Schools, Smethwick) (20mph Zone) Order 
2017 to: 1) Prohibit any vehicle exceeding a speed of 20mph on the sections of roads 
highlighted in grey on drawing number 39052.2) The provisions of this Order shall not 
apply to:- any vehicle on occasion when it is being used for fire brigade, ambulance or 
police purposes, if the observance of that provision would be likely to hinder the use of 
the vehicle for the purpose for which it is being used on that occasion, or to a vehicle 
being used: (a) for Serious Organised Crime Agency purposes, or (b) for training persons 
to drive vehicles for use of Serious Organised Crime purposes. However, (except where it 
is being used for training the person by whom it is being driven), the exemption does not 
apply in relation to a vehicle unless it is being driven by a person who has been trained 
in driving vehicles at high speeds. 3) The Order shall not apply to a vehicle if it is a vehicle 
used for the naval military or air force purposes and that vehicle it is being driven by a 
person or a member of the armed forces of the Crown on an occasion when:- (a) the 
person driving the vehicle is a member of the Special Forces as defined in the Road 
Traffic Exemptions (Special Forces) (Variation and Amendment) Regulations 2011; and 
(b) the vehicle is being driven:- (i) in response, or for practice in responding, to a national 
security emergency by a person who has been trained in driving vehicles at high speeds; 
or (ii) for the purpose of training a person in driving vehicles at high speeds. Full details 
may be examined at: Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 3DE during normal office hours. Objections in writing, stating your grounds to 
Robin Weare, at Freeth Street address or email to: mark_sifford@sandwell.gov.uk by 
06/04/2017. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 


The council proposes to construct a new puffin crossing at Gospel Oak Road, Tipton. 
A copy of the map showing full details of the proposed location of the new crossing 
may be inspected at the offices of the Area Director Regeneration & Economy, 
Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, B69 3DE during normal office hours. 
Representations in writing, stating your grounds, to Robin Weare, Service Manager 
Highways, at Freeth Street address or email to: simon_chadwick@sandwell.gov.uk 
by 07/04/2017. 
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Personals 


BURIAL PLOT FOR SALE 
FOR TWO PEOPLE 

The Uplands, 
Handsworth Cemetery 

Offers around £2,000. 
For more information 
07973 493426. 


LADY HOME HELP required, 
Darlaston area, not care work. 
Telephone 01902 334541. 



WOULD LIKE TO MEET 

An older churchgoing Gent, 
who would enjoy dining an 
elegant lady 59 in her favourite 
restaurant, also, coffees out. 
Friendship only, Hubby in care 
home. 

Cannock Area. 

Box Number P20728, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


DECORATORS WANTED 



































































































The offer is for those who buy a 17-plate Vauxhall between March 17-21 and applies across much of its range 

£500 bonus with new Vauxhall 


With spring bank holidays just 
around the corner, Vauxhall is 
helping motorists make the most of 
their family time with £500 spending 
money. 

Those who buy a new 17-plate 
Vauxhall between March 17 and 21 will 
be treated to this exciting offer and will 
drive off with a pre-paid debit card to 
spend on anything they want. 

This exciting offer is available across 
much of the Vauxhall range, including 
the Mokka X, ADAM and award¬ 


winning Astra. Named Best Family Car 
for under £18,000 by What Car?, the 
Astra blends style with technology to 
create the ultimate family car. 

What’s more, with a £500 pre-paid 
debit card with every new 17-plate 
Astra sold during the event, families 
will be able to make more of days out 
together. 

In addition to the £500 spending 
money, customers will also be able 
to take advantage of Vauxhall’s 20 
per cent discount on all genuine 


and approved Vauxhall accessories, 
including sat navs, iPhone/iPad 
cradles and cargo liners, when they 
purchase a new car or van during 
the event. These deals are on top of 
Vauxhall’s existing range of available 
offers. 

What’s more, customers who buy a 
new Vauxhall during the event could 
also see a saving of up to £500 on 
models such as the Corsa VXR ahead 
of the new tax changes, which will 
come into force in April. 


MOTORING 45 


Marathon man Dave hits the 
road with Sandwell Garages 



Dave Heeley with Pravin Mistry, Sandwell Garages motability adviser 


Blind Dave Heeley is well known 
locally for his fundraising for charity 
and Sandwell Garages of West 
Bromwich are very happy to keep 
him on the road. They are the ones 
who recently supplied him with his 
Motability car. 

Dave loves to run marathons, 
including being the first and only blind 
person in the world to have completed 
seven marathons, in seven days on 
seven different continents. 

He’s given broadcaster Adrian 
Goldberg a haircut and has even flown 
a plane! “He has done so much,” said 
Pravin Mistry, the Sandwell Garages 
Motability Adviser. “With his dedication 
to helping others, I’m surprised he’s 
never been nominated for an M.B.E. or 
something.” 

Dave was very pleased to receive 
his new Motability Vauxhall Zafira. The 
Motability Scheme was first set up in 
1978 and enables people to use their 
government-funded mobility allowance 
to drive a new vehicle. And as Dave 
knows, with Motability at Sandwell, you 
can lease a brand-new Vauxhall every 
three years. 

The scheme is all inclusive. The 
insurance, breakdown assistance, 
servicing and maintenance is all 
included in the price. And this applies 
to two named drivers. Everything is 
taken care of, you just add fuel and go. 

With Vauxhall Motability, you have 
Vauxhall OnStar’s protection, where 


you simply press a button on the 
overhead console and speak to a 
trained Vauxhall OnStar advisor 
anytime, 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. And in the event of an accident 
where the airbags are deployed, it will 
trigger automatically and people will 
quickly come to your aid. 

It’s the sort of personal help that 
Sandwell’s Motability adviser Pravin 
is able to explain to their Motability 
customers, guiding them through the 
process to having their own Vauxhall 


Motability vehicle. Pravin’s help 
enables Dave to concentrate on the 
important things, and for him that is 
his 24 Great Runs Series 2017. 

It’s to raise funds for The Albion 
Foundation which uses football and 
the link with West Bromwich Albion 
to make a difference in the local 
community. You can read more 
about it and make a donation by 
going to the Just Giving website at: 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ 
blinddavegreatrunseries2017. 



Vision Motors Limited - Wednesbury 


57 Bridge Street 
West Midlands 
WS10 0AH 


0121 556 0090 

www.visionvauxhall.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Provisional fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3)-74.3 (3.8), Extra- 
urban: 23.3 (12.1) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km* 

Participating Retailers only. *£500 spending money not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting R and Corsa Diamond. £500 spending money given as pre-paid debit card and is not given in cash. Your card is issued by R. Raphaels Sons pic pursuant to license by MasterCard International Incorporated. MasterCard® is a registered 
trademark of MasterCard International Inc. R. Raphael & Sons pic is a UK bank authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (registration number 161302) and is permitted to issue e-money. Head office and registered office at 19-21 
Shaftesbury Avenue, London W1D 7ED, company registration number 01288938. Spending money available on eligible, selected new vehicle orders from 17-21 March 2017 and registered by 31 March 2017. **Savings of up to £500 available by beating the VED increase on 1 April on eligible, selected new vehicles registered by 31 
March 2017. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units. All other customers are excluded. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/salesevent or contact your local Retailer for details. tPrices do not include fitting or painting. Prices include VAT. Accessories 
must be purchased between 17-21 March 2017. Accessories must be ordered by Retailer at the time of new car order. Online orders are excluded from the offer. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided 
for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall Motors reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of print. 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 16, 2017 















Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, March 16, 2017 


ROAD TEST 


“ MOTORING 

New Twingo offers something extra 

By John Griffiths 


Vive le difference, as the French say, which 
may explain the reasoning behind Renault’s 
latest sporting model. 

It’s a city car which - a real rarity - comes 
with an agile real-wheel driving experience 
and peppy performance for under £14,000. 

The GT is the new flagship of the Twingo 
range, a model which stood out at its launch 
because it is a rear-engined, rear wheel drive 
mini car, sharing the same platform which 
Mercedes-Benz used for its smart forfour. 

With so many competitors in the city car 
class, you need to be different if you want to 
be noticed and the Twingo succeeds in doing 
that. 

The Twingo is a four seater with prices 
starting from £9, 545, and until now has been 
offered with either 70 or 90bhp versions of the 
998cc, three cylinder Tee engine. The proven 
Tee technology means a small capacity, turbo 
charged petrol engine - the turbo offering 
more power than conventional four cylinder 
rivals but, crucially, more torque too. 

The new GT gets more of both - HObhp and 
an impressive 170Nm of torque from a low 
2,000rpm. That means plenty of get up and 
go (0 to 62mph in 9.6 seconds), impressive 
overtaking ability and a quieter, more refined 
experience at cruising speeds. In essence, 
a true GT experience albeit in a smaller than 
usual package. 

It’s pick-up in the 50 to 70 overtaking bracket 
is among the best in class, with its top gear 
pitched on the high side for cruising economy 
and refinement. 

Add to that the feel and agility of a rear wheel 


RENAULT TWINGO GT, £13,755 



The GT is the new flagship of the Twingo range. This impressive new Renault stands out from its competitors in the city car class. 


drive car, and precise steering with maximum 
driver feedback, and even respectable fuel 
economy of 54.3mpg. 

The £13,755 GT will be the ultimate Twingo - 
there isn’t going to be a Renaultsport version 
like the 133bhp which topped the previous, 
front wheel drive range. 

That’s because it simply wasn’t possible 
to tweak any more power out of the engine 
which sits very snugly under the rear boot 
floor. 

That may be a disappointment to some 
enthusiasts, but if it doesn’t have the outright 
performance the GT doesn’t have the more 
extreme Renaultsport suspension and ultra 
low profile tyres, so its ride is softer and more 
refined, particularly over some of our less 
well-maintained rural roads. 

There’s also the issue of insurance costs for 
a car with so much appeal to the young (or 
indeed the young at heart). 

Apart from the unique 17-inch alloys (which 
look good on this little car) one of the visual 
clues to the GT’s identity is the extra air intake 
scoop along the rear nerarside wheel, to feed 
more air into the engine. Not so obvious are 
features such as a modified turbocharger, 
the fuel pump, water pump and gear ratios 
specifically developed for the sporty Twingo, 
plus uprated springs and anti-roll bar and a 
lower ride height. 

The engine is mounted particularly low 
compared to more conventional rivals which 
gives more stability, and even while tackling 
some wet and winding roads the GT never 
gave any indication of being tail heavy. 


Indeed, it’s a nimble and well-balanced 
car and, as with all cars these days, it has an 
electronic stability control to help tame any 
wayward instincts which might occur. 

The steering is, of course, power assisted 
but it still retains the feedback and more direct 
connection with the road than front wheel 
drive cars. 

The electronic instrument display, a mix of 
analogic speedo and digital trip readings, is a 
model of clarity. The driver’s seat and steering 
wheel have a good range of adjustment, and 


headroom shouldn’t be a problem for even 
taller drivers. Leg room in the rear is adequate 
(depending on the size of those in front) 
and at least on a par with rival city cars. The 
standard of materials is high, including the 
part-leather upholstery, giving the GT a quality 
feel you’d expect of a flagship model. 

The test car was fitted with a number of 
options including the £600 Techno Pack 
R-Link which effectively upgrades the in-car 
technology to mirror that of bigger, more 
expensive cars. Using the central colour 


touchscreen (which includes navigation and 
other information), it replaces the standard 
audio system with a reversing camera, 
Bluetooth, full multi-media connectivity, 
hands-free calls and voice control. 

The Twingo GT isn’t the cheapest of city 
cars, but retains all the advantages of that 
class of vehicle around town while offering 
something extra. Rather a lot extra, in this 
case, with its nippy nature, long-distance 
driveability and refinement, as long as the 
comfort and equipment of a larger car. 


P^NewCaK? 


www.expressandstar.co.uk 


NEW CAR OFFERS 

USED CAR DEALS 

PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


MNA 



Fabulous Ford features 


Hills Ford have new 66 plate 
Fords at the very best prices 































































































Practice is all important before a fixture 


Aussie 

where 


rules in a game 
going is tough 


47 


EVERYONE knows Wolves are the main 
football team in Wolverhampton. But did 
you know there is another football team 
in the city, also named after Wolves, and 
play in gold and black as well? 

But this team doesn’t play with 11 players on 
the pitch, or in the English football pyramid for 
that matter. Instead they go by the rules of Aus¬ 
tralian football, where you can pass with your 
fists and tackle someone off the ball. 

Introducing Wolverhampton Wolverines Australian 
Football Club, who for the last eight years have been 
representing the city in the Antipodean version of the 
sport, which is ‘rougher and tougher’. 

Here they field nine players on rugby pitches where 
they have to score between four posts instead of two. 

The team was founded in 2009 by PE teacher Ian 
Mitchell from Codsall and in that time the team’s pop¬ 
ularity has continually grown. 

Charity 

Wolverines play in the Australian Football League 
Central and Northern England division, and last 
year came close to winning it. They are currently in 
pre-season and soon will host a charity shield compe¬ 
tition in aid of Balls to Cancer, where teams from all 
over the country will come to the Black Country to 
compete. 

AFL Football has been described as a mix of sports 
by Mitchell, as it combines styles from English foot¬ 
ball, rugby and basketball. 

“It is a lot rougher than football or rugby,” he said. 
“You are allowed to knock people out the way and 
tackle people off the ball to within five metres,” he 
said. “It combines a variety of sports, there are ele¬ 
ments of basketball, rugby and football. There are also 
a wide variety of strengths that are useful to have in 
the game. 

“In midfield it helps to have tall and short players. 
Tall players help to catch the ball and pass it to their 
team at the start of the match, which is kicked off 
with the ball being thrown in the air. But small play¬ 
ers are quick and able to find space to run with the 
ball.” 

There is no goalkeeper in AFL, but there are de¬ 
fenders, midfielders and attackers. Traditionally the 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Jamie Brassington 


“It is a lot rougher than foot¬ 
ball or rugby. There are a wide 
variety of strengths that are 
useful to have in the game” 


sport is played as 18-a-side in Australia, Ian said, but 
because it is a ‘minority sport’ here, he says it would 
be hard to field that many players at the moment. 

He set up Wolverines following a trip to Australia in 
2006, after he had finished his university education. 

During his year-long journey, where he travelled 
with friends from Melbourne to the East Coast and 
West Coast, he developed a passion for the game. 

“I found I wasn’t enjoying playing football any¬ 
more,” said Ian. “I was watching a lot in Australia 
and also played a bit there.” 

When he came back to the West Midlands, Ian 
joined an AFL team in Birmingham before setting up 
Wolverhampton Wolverines. 

Since then he says there have been around 70 dif¬ 
ferent players who have come through the team, with 
some going on to represent Great Britain at interna¬ 
tional level. 

“Last season several of our senior men became 
European champions with the Great Britain Bull¬ 
dogs and one of our girls did the same with the Great 
Britain Swans,” said Ian. “This season several of the 
senior men are hoping to be selected to go down to 
Australia in August to represent Great Britain in the 
International Cup.” 

He said the club was now focusing on producing 
women’s and junior teams. The club used to play their 
home games at Wolverhampton and Willenhall Rugby 
Club but now they are based at Bloxwich Rugby. 

Wolverines compete in the AFL England’s Central 
and Northern League, where they compete against 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Manchester, 
Huddersfield, Merseyside and Tyne Tees. 



Contact is not a problem in the Aussie game 



Lewis Gedney and Cameron Cope, who play for Great Britain Bulldogs, with Sophie Morris who plays for GB Vixens 


Wolverhampton Wolverines practise hard on the training pitch 


Baggies heroes line 
up for charity clash 

‘SUPER’ Bob Taylor, ‘Big Dave’ Darren Moore and ‘Great Escape’ hero 
Geoff Horsfield are among a strong Baggies line-up for a charity game in 
aid of Mary Stevens Hospice next month. 

Former skipper Moore has been putting the Albion XI together to com¬ 
pete against a team of Stourbridge legends on Sunday, April 2 at the War 
Memorial Athletic Ground at Amblecote. 

Also joining the Baggies line-up are Scotland international Nigel Quashie, 
Wales striker Andy Johnson, Ian Hamilton, keeper Jonathan Gould, father 
to Glassboys’ current no 1 Matt, ex-Coventry and Blues frontman Dele 
Adebola, Danish shot-stopper Brian Jensen, Daryl Burgess and Paul Pe- 
schisolido. 

Sponsorship opportunities for local businesses and for children to be mas¬ 
cots on the day are available. Call Amanda Bowen on 01384 377778. 

The game will kick off at 2.30pm, with entry into the ground at £5 for 
adults aged 16 plus, and free for under-16s. The game will be preceded by 
a big family fun day from 1pm. 

The debut event in April 2016 raised almost £15,000 and ended 1-1, with 
Bob Taylor and Damian Whitcombe on target in front of more than 2,000. 


BCT's Sandland picks 
up aquathlon bronze 

BLACK Country triathletes contended with low temperatures, wind and 
rain, as well as competitive fields as the spring duathlon season in the UK 
got under way. 

Paul Rogers travelled to Cheshire to compete in the standard distance 
ITU World Championship Qualifier at Oulton Park which consisted of 
an 8.6km run, a 38.8km bike followed by a 4.3km run. He came home in 
1:57:09, 38th overall and third in the MV50 age group. 

The Mallory Park Racing Circuit in Leicestershire was the venue of 
choice for three of the junior male BCT athletes who competed in the GoTri 
Duathlon consisting of a 3km run, 11km bike and a 2km run. Despite the 
awful conditions all put in a sterling performance with Reece Ashfield fin¬ 
ishing fourth place in 39:21, Ollie Mason came 12th in 45:27 and Ollie 
Evans 24th in 50:09. 

Noah Sandland, from BCT’s junior section, was the only club competitor 
racing in the Burntwood Aquathlon, but claimed a bronze medal for his 
third-place finish for his age group, completing a 400m swim in 5:58, fol¬ 
lowed by a 3k run in 15:31 giving an overall race time of 21:29. The BCT 
Aquathlon which is on Saturday March 25 at Wombourne Leisure Centre. 


Tennis club serves 
up new chairman 

WOLLASTON Lawn Tennis Club has signed in a new chairman. 

Retired headteacher Alan Hughes has taken over the role following the 
club’s AGM. 

Hughes, who has been a playing member at the Wollaston Club for the 
last eight years, and has been the men’s team captain for the past two sea¬ 
sons, takes on the role from lifetime member John Cutler. 

Hughes said Cutler had been chairman through an exciting and busy 
period for the club. He said: “The club is in a very strong position with a 
hard working voluntary committee that has overseen the refurbishment 
of the clubhouse, four courts and a re-surfaced entrance to the premises. 

“By next spring the club is hoping to have completed further substantial 
investment in the refurbishment of the remaining four courts with new 
high lighting.” 

The Prestwood Drive club boasts excellent facilities and provides an 
array of competitive team tennis, social tennis for all abilities as well as ex¬ 
cellent opportunities for junior development. Hughes added: “Membership 
is thriving but there is always room for people of all ages and abilities.” 
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Mailing their mark in 
game of Aussie rules 
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Riders to get 
on track for 
new season 

CRADLEY riders are preparing for a 
busy few days as they take to the track 
for the new season. 

The team will be put through their 
paces at practice sessions before head¬ 
ing to Birmingham for an opening night 
challenge match against the reigning 
champions next Wednesday. 

Fans are reminded they can see the 
team at Monmore next Monday night 
when they join up with Wolverhampton 
for their press and practice night. 

Heathens are expected on track from 
around 7pm. Admission is available from 
6.30 by donation, minimum £1, to char¬ 
ity. 

Before then the riders will be together 
at Scunthorpe’s Eddie Wright Raceway 
on Saturday afternoon. Boss Will Pot- 
tinger said: “It’s a big few days for the 
lads and everyone is looking forward to 
it. 

“We had a great night at Cradley 
Heath Liberal Club last Friday when we 
got together and the lads were amazed 
by the turnout with a packed crowd to 
meet the riders. 

“We’re grateful to Scunthorpe to ac¬ 
commodate us on Saturday and we’ve 
asked some of our former riders to come 
along, Ash Morris will be there but Max 
Clegg, Paul Starke and Stevie Worrall 
are otherwise engaged. 

“Then we’re at Wolverhampton on 
Monday and that will be the first chance 
for our supporters to come along and see 
the lads.” 

The club have also confirmed Gra¬ 
ham Jones will once again be on board 
as coach/technical adviser to assist Pot- 
tinger on race nights. 

Heathens have also sent their good 
wishes to Wolverhampton legend Peter 
Karlsson, a track specialist at the old 
Dudley Wood Stadium, for his farewell 
meeting at Monmore this Sunday. 

zaber and Davies 
in action on title 
fight undercard 

OLD Hill boxer Manny Zaber lines up 
in Birmingham next month, with Tiv- 
idale’s Ryan Davies also on the card. 

The main attraction on BCB Promo¬ 
tions’ ‘Heavy Artilerry’ bill will be the 
British Challenge Cruiserweight title 
bout between Wolverhampton’s Joshua 
Burke and Coventry’s Dilly Singh. 

Singh has made a solid start to his pro¬ 
fessional career, picking up a hat-trick of 
wins against foreign opposition. Burke 
has an even record of two win and two 
defeats going into the eight-round con¬ 
test at The Venue, Icknield Port Road, 
Edgbaston on April 28. 

Six further contests will supplement 
the main event with Brummies Luke 
Heron (middleweight), Ijaz Ahmed 
(bantam) and debutant Aaron Murphy 
(cruiser) enjoying home advantage. 

Welterweight Davies turns over for 
his bow alongside super featherweight 
Zaber, aka ‘Pac Man’. 

Leamington’s Michael Cole completes 
the line-up at super lightweight. 

Tickets are £35 or £60 VIP Ring¬ 
side and are available by calling 07772 
503432. 


Trophy-winning trio mix it with stars 



From left, Lloyd, Lowe and Shelley. Pic John Else 


STARS of the motorbike world were on hand to 
present some of the region’s finest club racers 
with their championship trophies. 

The Moat House Hotel, Stoke-on-Trent staged 
The Stars at Darley and Club Championship Pres¬ 
entation of Awards and Annual Dinner. 

Staffordshire’s Lloyd Shelley and Andrew 
Lowe, and the Black Country’s Neil Lloyd claimed 
their first, second and third place awards. 

Trophies were presented by Ben and Tom Bir- 
chall, last year’s World F2 Sidecar Champions, 
Brierley Hill’s Michael Rutter, a multiple Stars 
at Darley winner, and last year’s Stars at Dar- 


Motorcycling 


ley champion Peter Hickman, from Burton upon 
Trent. 

Darley Moor spokesman Brian George said 
more than 350 people attended, including Stu¬ 
art Hicken, team manager at Hawk Racing anf 
Neil Tuxworth, team manager of Honda’s Brit¬ 
ish-based team in Louth, Lincolnshire, who was 
honoured for his 20 years in racing. 

Lloyd, 46, from Wednesbury, finished both the 
Pre 98’s Up to 500cc and Lightweight series in 
second place. 



Everton 3 Albion 0 

MORGAN Schneiderlin’s goal 
oozed class. And it proved just 
how big the gulf can be be¬ 
tween two teams separated by 
one place. 

The man who chose Everton over 
Albion got around Jake Livermore, 
shoowing why he was second-choice 
behind him, and then he deftly clipped 
the ball round Ben Foster. 

No-one is to blame for missing out on Schnei- 
derlin. He was identified as a possible target, a 
Manchester United fringe player who might fol¬ 
low Darren Fletcher and Jonny Evans down the 
M6, writes Matt Wilson. 

The board offered the same money that Ever¬ 
ton did, Pulis offered him first-team football, but 
Schneiderlin chose a reunion with his former 
boss Ronald Koeman, and understandably so. 

Football will always have a pecking order. The 
Baggies need to recruit ultra-shrewdly if they 
are to get to the next level, the level Everton are 
currently at, because they will struggle to attract 
quality players if better clubs are interested. 

Outplayed 

Livermore has been a brilliant addition, and 
he played well at Goodison, but he’s no Schnei¬ 
derlin. Koeman’s side thoroughly outplayed the 
Baggies and by the end they had swept them off 
the park with ease. 

The visitors were growing into the game when 
The Toffeemen killed it off with two goals before 
half-time, through Kevin Mirallas and Schneid¬ 
erlin. Romelu Lukaku wrapped it eight minutes 
from time. 

The statistics show that Pulis’ teams perform 
worse after they reach 40 points, so it is impor¬ 
tant this side keep their foot on the gas for the 
remaining 10 fixtures of the campaign. 

With Arsenal at home and Manchester United 
away up next, it’s highly likely another two de¬ 
feats are on the horizon. Even if that’s the case, 
Pulis still deserves time to prove his ambitions 
have changed. 

That doesn’t mean the job is finished. But 
sometimes, you just have to hold you hands up 
to superior opposition with far more resources. 


Put shirt on Lukaku’s donation 



Romelu Lukaku heads home his side’s third goal during the win over Albion 


FORMER Albion loanee Romelu Lukaku has 
donated his shirt to Ben Foster for charity. 

Baggies goalkeeper Foster is collecting oppo¬ 
sition jerseys after each game this season and 
plans to auction them off to raise money for 
Cure Leukaemia, a charity he has raised thou¬ 
sands of pounds for in the past through bike 
rides. 

Lukaku, who played alongside Foster at The 
Hawthorns in 2012/13 during on a season-long 
loan from Chelsea, scored Everton’s third goal 
in the 3-0 win at Goodison Park on Saturday. 

Afterwards, he gave his shirt to his former 
team-mate. “I always try and get a decent 
player so one of their shirts might raise a bit 


more cash for charity,” said Foster. “I’ve got 
quite a few of the goalies. 

“I got Harry Kane when he scored that 
hat-trick past me (in January) which was bit¬ 
ter-sweet. 

“It’s a good cause - they’re going to raise 
cash from selling the shirts.” 

Albion striker Salomon Rondon, who came 
on for the last 15 minutes, gave his shirt to a 
young Everton fan straight after the final whis¬ 
tle and posed for a photo with three youngsters 
on the side of the pitch. 

Cure Leukaemia said: “We will be releasing 
details soon on how to bid for the match-worn 
shirts collected by Ben Foster.” 




Treble over 
St Leonards 
completed 

Wednesbury 43 St Leonards 8 

WEDNESBURY completed the treble 
over St Leonards, having already beaten 
them in the league and cup this season. 

This was a game Wednesbury needed 
to win as they face teams above them in 
their remaining fixtures. 

They got off to a flying start, Dale 
Doughty using his considerable strength 
to drive over the visitors’ try line twice, 
neither was converted. 

With 25 minutes on the clock St Leon¬ 
ards were awarded a penalty, which they 
converted. From the kick-off Matt Dale 
received the ball in the visitors’ half and 
went on a run crashing through the St 
Leonards defence, only to be tackled just 
short of the line. However he popped the 
ball up to Adam Avey who was trailing 
him and dived over the line for the try, 
Dan Till added the conversion. 

St Leonards pulled back a try, not con¬ 
verted, but their joy only lasted a couple 
of minutes before Neil Sherwood drove 
through the visitors’ defence for a try, 
Till adding the conversion. 

The secod half was only five minutes 
old when Till went over, try not con¬ 
verted. Josh Harris was next on the 
score sheet, this time Tilll added the 
conversion. 

With ten minutes remaining Avey 
added his second try, another conversion 
from Till followed. 

Coach Gary Summers said better 
teams may have capitalised on the mis¬ 
takes his players made, so they would be 
working on those in training this week 
in order to keep improving for a big push 
to the end of the season. 

“I’m hoping that the players can buy 
into the systems we have been doing in 
training and reap the rewards,” he said. 

Wednesbury 2nd team won away at 
St Leonards 2nds 18-12, with tries from 
Rhys Nichols (2) and Daniel Cox and a 
Mathew Wallace penalty. 

Teenage full-back 
signs first pro deal 

ALBION have tied down up-and-coming 
teenager Kane Wilson to his first profes¬ 
sional contract. 

The full-back, who turned 17 last Sat¬ 
urday, has penned a two-year deal that 
keeps him at the Baggies until the sum¬ 
mer of 2019. 

Wilson made his first-team debut for 
the club against Northampton Town in 
the second round of the League Cup last 
August as a second-half substitute. He 
was also named on the bench for Albi¬ 
on’s first two league games of the season. 

Wilson tweeted: “Really happy to have 
signed my first professional contract 
with the club I signed for 10 years ago.” 
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Quality installations ttt 
No deposit required •tt 
Full payment on completion 


FREE plastic ceiling with chrome inserts and (WES® 

4 x led spot lights with all full bathroom conversions 




PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


West Midlands Ltd 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Your local bathroom 
and kitchen specialist 

Full bathroom conversions from £3495 


Fully fitted kitchens from £4995 






Friendly reliable service ^ 

Fullv oroiect managed > & & 




























